hn 


THE 


: SYNAG OGUE: 


— OY. 


SHADOW: 


2 THE 


Sacred Poems, 


And Private 


EJACELATIONY E 


In Imitation of 
Mr. George Herb erbert.© 


Plin. Sec. lib. r. Ep. 5. | 
Stult imum credo ad imitandum non optima que- 
22 Froponere. 

I do eſteem't a Folly not the leaſt 

To imitate Examples not the beſt. 


The N. nth Edition, Corrected and Enl agel. 


—_— 


#:-> LONDON, 


Printed for John Wyat at the Roſe in St. Paul's 
Church-Vard, wo Elen. Tracy at the Three 
Bibles on London-Bridge. $709. 


. . 

nn D , e 
a by Cath Fm Ng 31 2 
1 3 Lo Dy SES _—_ — 
leroy en er or er rp aaa bs Ode 7 


— —ämäͤ— — — 

md 88 n \ 

— . . 
e ey og 


+ 
1 


. —*=_ E 23 TT" 
8 re „ A 
ane. 3 


1 
» 
— — U —ͤ——ů— —-—34 . —˙ a — C 2 a 
* o * 
2 y fa bs b n _ F 
— —_— by — 9 n 4 U 
. 2 1 e L 0 8232 Y 
$ » — = yo 7 — — 


"> bv 
. * 
2 Re 
out 225 WN. Boo 
i 4 
8 ; 
* 
* . 
=> + 
©. 
o 
» _ „** * — — — 
4 : — 1 
2 1 & 1 . 1 
£ * 


ol — 
3 


TE that doth imitate muſt comprehend, 
Verſe, Matter, Order, Title, Spirit, Wit ; 
For theſe alſo our Church-Poet doth intend, 
And he who hath his Imitation writ. 
O Glory of the Time! Beſt Engliſh Singer, 
Happy both he the uc nd — Finger. 


Rf LANGFORD, 


Of Grays- Inn, Counſellor of Law. 
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Subterliminare. 


IC cujus Templum? Chriſti, Quis condidit ? Ede. 


ID Condidit Herbertus. Dic, quibus auæiliss? 
Auæiliis multis; quibus, haud mihi dicere fas eſt. 
Tanta eſt ex 410115 lis oriunda meis. 
Gratia, fi dicam, dedit omnia; protims obſtat 
Ingentum, dicens, cunda fuiſſe ſua. 
Ars negat, & nibil et non noſtrum dicit in illo; 
Nec facile eſt litem compoſuiſſe mibi. | 
Divide; Materiam det gratia, materieq; 
Ingenium cultus induat, arſq;” modos. 
Non; ne diſpliceat pariter res omnibus iſt a, 
Nec ſortita velint jura vocare ſua. 
Nempe pari ſibi jure petunt, cultuſque, modoſque, 
- Materiamgue, ars, & gratia, & ingenium. 
Ergo, velit ſi quis dubitanten tollere elenchum, 
2 Templo Herberti talia dicta dabit. 
In Templo Herbertus condendo eſt gratia totus, 
Ars pariter totus, totus & ingenium. 
Cedite Romans, Graiie quoq; cedite Muſe; 
Unum par cunctis Anglia jadtat opus. 
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4 ſtepping Die to the Threſhold of 


Mr. Herbert? 5 Eburch-Porch. 


7 Hat Church is this? Chriſts Church. Who 
builded it? 

Mr. George Herbert. Who aſſiſted it? 

Many aſliſted: Who I may not ſay, 

So much Contention might ariſe that way. 

If I ſay Grace gave all; Wit ſtraight doth thwart, 
And lays, All that is there is mine: But Art 


Denies, and ſays, There's nothing there but s mine: 1 


Nor can 1 eaſily the Right define. 

Divide; ſay, Grace the Matter gave, and Wit 
Did poliſh 3 it: Art meaſur'd, and made fit 
Each ſev'ral Piece, and kram'd it altogether. 


Nay, by no means: this may not pleaſe them neither. 


None's well contented with a part alone, 
When each doth challenge all to be his own. 
The Matter, the Expreſſions, and the Meaſures, 
Are equally Art? s, Wit's, and Grace's Treaſures, 
Then he that would impartially diſcuſs _ 
This doubtful. Queſtion, muſt antwer thus: 
In building of his Temple, Maſter Herbert 
Is equally all Grace, all Wit, all Art. 

Roman and Grecian Mules all give way: 

One Euglil » Poem darkens all your Day. 
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Gladly I would, but dare not it avow. 
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The Dedication. 


Ord, my Firſl- fruits ſhould have been ſentt by: = 6 
For thou the Tree, (thee; _— 
That bare them, only lenteſt unto me, | 2} 


But while I had the uſe, the Fruit was mine: 
Not fo divine, 


As that I dare preſume to call it thine, 


Before *twas ripe it fell unto the Ground: 
And ſince I found © | 
It bruiſed in the Dirt, nor clean, nor ſound, 


Some I have pick'd, and wip'd, and bring thee now 
Lord, thou know'ſt how : 


Such as it is, tis here. Pardon the beſt, | .. 
Accept the reſt, _ 
Thy en and Acceptance maketh bleſt. 40 
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6 The STNAGOGUE 


he Church-yard. 


| ou that intendeſt to the Church to Day, 
= Come take a Turn or two, before thou go'ſt, 
2 In the Church-yard ; the Walk is in the way. 
i Who takes beſt heed in going, haſteth moſt: 
Bur he that unprepared raſhly ventures, 
Haſtens perhaps to ſeal his Deaths Indentures. 


f — Inn 
——_— — — 
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The Church. ſyle. 


Eeſt thou that Style? Obſerve then how it riſes, 
Step after Step, and equally deſcends: 
Such is the Way to win Celeſtial Prizes: 
Humility the Courſe hegins and ends. 
Wouldſt thou in Grace to high Perfections grow? 
Shoot thy Roots deep, ground thy Foundations low. 


Humble thy ſelf, and God will lift thee up: 

Thoſe that exalt themſelves he caſteth down: - 

The Hungry he invites with him to ſup, 

And clothes the Naked with his Robe and Crown. 
Think not thou haſt what thou from him wouldft 
His Labour's loſt if thou thy ſelf can'ſt ſave. (have: 


Pride is the Prodigality of Grace, | 
Which caſteth all away by griping all: 
Humility is thrift, both keeps his Place, 
And gains by giving, riſeth by its Fall. 
To get by giving, and to loſe by keeping, 
Is to be fad in Mirth, and glad in Weeping. 


The 
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7 he Church. gate. 


Ne to the Style ſee where the Gate doth ang, 
Which turning upon Hooks and Hinges may 
Eas'ly be ſhut or open'd with an Hand. 


Let conſtant to its Centre ſtill doth ſtay, 


And fetching a wide Compals round about, 
Keeps the ſame Courſe and Diſtance, never out. 


Such muſt the Courſe be that to Heaven tends, 

He that the Gates of Righteouſneſs would enter, 

Muſt ſtill continue conſtant to his Ends, 

And fix himſelf in God, as in his Centre. 

Cleave cloſe to him by Faith, then move which way 
Diſcretion leads thee, and thou ſhalt not ſtray. _ 


We never wander, till we loſe our Hold 


Of him that is our Way, our Light, our Guide 


But when we grow of our own Strength too bold, 
Unbook'd.from him, we quickly turn aſide. 

He holds us up, whilſt in him we are found : 

If once we fall from him, we go to Ground. 


The Charch-walls, 


OW view the Walls, the Church is compaſs'd 
As much for Safety as for Ornament: (round, 
Tis an Incloſure, and no common Ground; | 


 PTis God's F ree-hold, and but our Tenement. 


Tenants at Will, and yet in Tail, we be: 
Our Children have the ſame Right to't as we. 


Remember there muſt be no Gaps left ope 
Where God hath fene'd, for fear of falle len 
A 4 God 
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Cod will have all or none: Allows no ſcope 
For Sins Incroachments, or Mens on Intruſions. 
Clote bindings Locks his Laws together faſt : 

He that plucks out the firſt, Suu down the * 


Either reſolve for al, or elſe for none: 

Obedience univerfal he doth claim. 

Either be wholly his, or all thine own : . 

Ar what thou can'ſt not ach, at leaſt 5 aim: 
He that of purpoſe looks beſide the 1 
Might as well hood-wink'd ſhoot, or in the dark. 
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The "ION 


* Aſily, conſider where the Church doth Randy 
As near unto the middle as may be ; 


Cod in his Service chiefly doth. command 


Above all other things Sincerity. 
Lines drawn from fide to fide within a Round, 
Not meeting in the Centre, ſhort are found. 


Religion muſt not ſide with any thing, 


That ſwerves from God, or elſe withdraws from him; 5 


He that a welcome Sacrifice would bring, 
Muſt fetch it from the bottom, not the brim. 
A ſacred Temple of the Holy Ghoſt 
Each part of Man muſt be, but his Heart moſt, 


| Hypocriſy in Church is Alchimy, 
That caſts a golden Tincture upon Braſs : 


There is no Eſſence in it; tis a Lye, 
Though fairly ſtampt for truth, it often pals : : 
Only the Spirits Aqua regia doth 
Dilcover it to be but painted Froth. 


The 


wp 


The Charch-Porch. 


OW, eer thou paſſeſt further, fit thee down 

In the Church. -porch, and think what thou haſt 
Ler due Confideration either cown, (feen ; 
r cruſh, thy former Purpoſes. Between 
Raſh Undertakings, and firm Reſolutions, 
Depends the wennn, or n of Concluſi ions · 


Trace thy ſteps backw-ard in thy Memory: 


And firſt reſolve of, what thou heardeſt laſt, 
Sincerity; it blots the Hiſtory | 
Of all religious Actions, and doth blaſt 
The comfort of them, when in them God ſees 
Nothing but out-ſides of Formalities, 


In earneſt be religious, trifle not; 
And rather for God's ſake, than for thine own : 
Thou haſt rob'd him, unlefs that ke have gor, 
By giving, if his Glory be not grown 
Together with thy good; who ſeeketh more 
Himſelf than God, would make his Roof his Floor- 


Next to Sincerity, remember ſti], 

Thou muſt reſolve upon Integrity. | 

God will have all thou haſt, thy Mind, thy Will, 

Thy Thoughts, thy Words, thy Works. A Nullity 
It proves, when God, that ſhould have all ,doth find, 
That there is any one thing left behind. 


And having given him all, thou muſt receive 
All that he gives. Mete his Commandment: 
Relolve that thine Obedience muſt net leave, 
Until it reach unto the ſame Extent, 
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For all his Precepts are of equal Strength, 
And meaſure thy Performance to the Length: 


Then call to mind that Conſtancy muſt knit 
Thine Undertakings and thine Actions faſt: 
He that ſets forth tow'rds Heaven, and doth fit 


Down by the way, will be found ſhort at laft. * 


Be conftant to the End, and thou ſhalt have 
An Heavenly Garland, though an Earthly Grave. 


Rut he that would be conſtant muſt not take * 


Religion up by Fits and Starts alone; 


But his continual Practice muſt it make: 


His Courſe muſt be from End to End but one. ; : PI 
Bones often broken, and knit up again, (gain. Al 
Lole of their Lengrh, tho? in their Strength they | 


Laftly, remember that Humility - + 
Muſt folidate, and keep all eloſe together. 


What Pride puffs up with vain Futility H. 
Lyes open and expos d to all ill Weather. W 
An empty Bubble may fair Colour carry, 

But blow upon it, and it will not tarry. — 


Prize not thine own too high, nor unde rate 


Another's Worth, but deal indifferently : 


View the Defects of thy Spiritual State, 

And others Graces, with impartial Eye, 
The more thou deemeſt of thy ſelf, the Jeſs 
Eſteem of thee will all Men elſe expreſs, 


Contract thy Leſſon now, and this is juſt W 
The Sum of all, He that deſires to ſee A 
The Face of God in his Religion muſt 
Sincere, entire, conſtant and humble be- | T 
If thus reſolved, fear not to proceed: (ſpeed, 
Elſe the more haſte thou mak'ſt, the worſe thou lt * 
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| Charch-Urenfils. | 


Birr two dang'rous Rocks, Piophaneuets on 
Th' one ſide, on the other Superflition, 
How ſhall I ſail ſecure? 
Lord, be my Steerſ-man, hold my Helm, 
And then tho Winds with Waves o erwhelm 
My Sails, I will endure 

It patiently, The Bottom of the Sea 

Is ſafe enough, if thou direct the Way. 


I'll tug my Tacklings then, In ply mine a 
And cry, 'a Fig for Fear. He that adores 
The giddy Multitude 
80 much, as to deſpiſe my Rhimes; 
Becauſe they tune not to the Times ; 
I wiſh may not intrude 
His Preſence here. Gur they (and that's enough) 
Who love God's Houfe, will like his Houſhold-ſtuft, 
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The Font. 


H E Font, I ſay. Why not? And why not near 


To the Church- door! x Why not of Stone ? 


Is not that blefled Fountain open'd here, 


From whence that Water flows alone, 
Which from Sin and Uncleauneſs weſheth "clear 2 


And may not Beggars well contented be 
Their firſt Alms at the Door to take? 
Thougb, when acquainted better, they may ſee 
Others within that bolder make. 


Low Places will ſerve Gueſts of low Degree. 
. What ? 


A 


— Ms; Nd GOGVE. 


What? Is he not the Rock, out of whoſe fide 
Thole Streams of Water. blood run forth ? 

Th' ele& and precious'Corner-ftone well try'd ? 
Though th' odds be great between their Worth, 

Rock-water and. Stone veſſels are ally'd. | 


But call it what, and place it "ES you will : 
Let it be made indifferently 
Of any Form, or Matter; yet, until 
The bleſſed Sacrament thereby | 
Impaired be, my Hopes you ſhall not kill. 


To want a Complement of Comlineſs 
Some of my Comfort may abate, 

And for the preſent make my Joy go leſs: 
Vet I will hug mine homely ſtate, 

And Poverty with Patience richly dreſs. 


Regeneration is all in all, 1 
Waſhing, or ſpcinkling, but the Sign, 4 
The Seal, and Inſtrument thereof; I call | W 
The one, as well as th' other mine, 
And my Polterity's as fœderal. 1 
If temporal Eſtates may be convey'd, T! 
By Covenants on Condition, | | | 
To Men and to their Heirs ; be not afraid, R 
My Soul, to reſt upon | It 
The Covenant of Grace by Mercy made. 
Bi 
Do tut thy Duty, and rely upon't, 5 
Repentance, Faith, Obedience, | A 
-When ever practis'd, truly will amount 
To an authentick Evidence, A 


Thodgh * Deed were antidated at the Font; 


The 
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; * The Reading Pue. 

Ere my new enter'd Soul doth firſt break Faſt, 
Here ſeaſoneth her Infant Taſt, : 
And at her Mother-nurſe the Churches Duggs 

With lab'ring Lips and Tongue ſhe tuggs 

For that ſincere Milk, which alone doth feed 

Babes new born of immortal Seed: 


Who, that they may unto Perfection grow, 
Muſt be content to creep before they go. 


They, that would Reading out of Church exclude, 
Sure have a purpoſe to obtrude 

Some Dictates of their own, inſtead of God's 

Revealed Will, his Word. *Tis odds, 

They do not mean to pay Men current Coin, 
Who ſleek the Standard to purloin, 

And would reduce all Trials to their own, 

Both Touch-ſtones, Balances, and Weights, alone. 


What reaſonable Man would not miſdoubt 
Thole Comments, that the Text leave out? 
And that their main Intent is Alteration, 
Who doat ſo much on Variation, 
That no ſet Form at all they can endure 
To be preſcrib'd, or put in ure? 
Rejecting Bounds and Limits is the way, 
It not all waſte, yet common all to lay, 


But why ſhould he, that thinks himſelf well grown, 
Be diſcontent that ſuch a one, 
As knows himſelf an Infant yet, ſhould; be 
Dandled upon his Mother's Knee, 
And Babe-like fed with Milk, till he have got 
More Strength and Stomach ? Why ſhould nor 
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14 The STNAGOGVUE., 
- Nurſlings in Church, as well as Weanlings, find 
Their Food fir for them in their proper kind ? 


Let them that would build Caftles in the Air 
Vault thither without Step or Stair ; | 
Inſtead: of Feet to climb, take Wings to fly, 
And think their Turrets top the Sky. 
But let me lay all my Foundations deep, 
And learn before I run to creep. 
Who digs thro' Rocks to lay his Ground-works low, 
May in good time build high and ſure, tho? flow, 


To take Degrees, por (olives, tho? of quick 
Diſpatch, is but a Truant's Trick. 
Let us learn firft to know our Letters well, 
Then Syllables, then Words to ſpell ; 
Then to read plainly, e're we take the Pen 
In Hand to write to other Men. 
I doubt their Preaching is not always true, 
Whoſe way to th' Pulpit's not the Reading-Pue. 


me, 


_— 


The Book of Common-Prayer. 


WE Pray'r by th* Book? And Common? 
Yes, Why not 
The Sparit of Grace, 
And Supplication, | 
Is not left free alone 
For Time and Place: 
But manner too. To read, or ſpeak by rote, 
Is all alike to him, that prays | 
With's Heart, that with his Mouth he ſays. 


They that in private by themſelves alone 
pray, may take 

What Liberty they pleaſe, 

In chuſing of the Ways, 


Wherein 
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Wherein to make ; 
Their Souls moſt intimate Affections known 
To him that ſees in ſecret, when 
Th' are moft conceal'd from other Men, 


But, he that unto others leads the way 
Inn publick Pray'r, | 
Should chuſe to do it fo, 
As all that hear may know 
They need not fear 
To turn their Hearts unto his Tongue, and fay, 
Amen; nor doubt they were betray'd 
To blaſpheme, when they ſhould have pray d. 


Devotion will add Life unto the Letter. 
| And why ſhould not 
That which. Authority 
Preſcribes, eſteemed be 
Adyantage got? | 
If th' Pray'r be good the Commoner, the better. 
Pray'r in the Churches Words, as well 
As Senſe, of all Pray'rs bears the Bell. 


hh. 


The Bible. 


H E Bible ? That's the Book. The Book indeed, 
The Book of Books: , 
| On which who looks, 
As he ſhould do, aright, ſhall never need 
_ Wiſh for a better Light 
To guide him in the Night : 


Or, when he hungry is, for better Food 


To feed upon, 
Than this alone, 


If he bring Stomach and Digeftion good: 


And 
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And if he be amiſs; _. It is 
This the beſt Phylick is. | 


The true Panchreſton tis for ev'ry Sore, Tha 
And Sickneſs, which 

„ The Poor and Rich, 

wo "With equal eaſe may come by. Yea, tis more, 

| An Antidote, as well 8 AB 

As Remedy 'gainit Hell. 


'Tis Heaven in Perſpective; and the:Bliſs- Is p1 
5 Of Glory here, ä 
If any where, 
By Saints on Earth anticipated i is, 


WhiPſt Faith to ev'ry word It is 
A being doth afford. : 
It is the Looking-Glaſs of Souls, wherein „ AMS 
All Men may ſee, | 
Whether they be 


Still, as by Nature th' are, deform'd with Sin; 
Or in a better Caſe, | 
As new adorn'd with Grace. 


1 
*Tis the great Magazine of ſpiritual Arms, 
| Wherein doth lie | | For 
Th' Artillery — M 
Of Heaven, ready charg'd againſt all Harms: | I w3 
| That might come by the. Blows 171 
| Of our infernal Foes, | Enol 
| God's Cabinet of reveal'd Counſel tis: And 
Where Weal and Woe But 
Are order'd fo, | 
| That every Man may know which ſhall be his, G 
* Unleſs his awn miftake My | 


Falſe Application make, OE 


The SYN. o 1 


It ĩs the Index to Eternitx. 
Ne cannot mils | 
Of endleſs Bliſs, by 
That takes this Chart to ſteer his Voyage by, 
Nor can he be miſtook | 
That ſpeaketh by this Book, 


A Book, to which no Book can be compar'd 
For Excellenee;ñ 
Pre-eminence 

Is proper to it, and cannot be, ſhar'd. 

Divinity alone iv; 
Belongs to it, or none. 


It is the Book of God. What if I ſhould 
Say, God of Books ? 
Let him that looks 
Angry at that Expreſſion, as too bold, 
His Thoughts in Silence lmother, 
Till he hind ſuch another. 


22 


The Palpit. 


| Is Dinner-time : And now TI look 
For a full Meal. God ſend me a good Cook: 
* This is the Dreſſer-board, and here 
I wait in Expectation of good Cheer, 

I'm ſure the Maſter of the Houſe 
Enough to entertain his Gueſts allows : 
And not enough of ſome one ſort alone, 
But Choice of what beſt fitteth ey'ry one. 


God grant me Taſte and Stomach good: 
My feeding will diverſify my Food; 
Tis a good Appetite to eat, 


And — Digeſtion, that makes 1050 Meat. Th 
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The beſt Food in it ſelf will be, | 
Not fed on well, Poiſon, not Food to me. 
Let him that ſpeaks look to his Words ; my Ear 


Muſt careful be, both what and how I hear. 


*Tis Manna that I look for here, 

The Bread of Heaven, Angels Food, I fear 
No want of Plenty, where I know | 
The Loaves by eating more, and greater, grow: 

Where nothing but Forbearance makes 
A Famine; where he only wants, that takes 
Not what he will ; provided that he would 
Take nothing to himſelf but what he ſhould. 


Here the ſame Fountain poureth forth 
Water, Wine, Milk, Oil, Honey, and the Worth 
Of all tranſcendent, infinite 
In Excellence, and to each Appetite 
In fitneſs anſwerable; ſo, 
That none needs hence unfatisfied go, 


Whoſe Stomach ſerves him unto any thing, (bring. | 


Fhat Health, Strength, Comfort, or Content can 


Yea, dead Men here invited are 
Unto the Bread of Life, and whilf they ſpare 
To come and take it, they muſt blame 


\ Themſelves, if they continue {till the ſame. 


The Body's fed by Food, which it 
Aſſimilates, and to it ſelf doth fit: 
But, that the Soul may feed, it ſelf muſt be 
Transformed to the World, with it agree. 


To Milk the ſtrongeſt Men muſt be 
As new born Babes, when ever they it ſee, 
Deſiring, not deſpiſing it. | | 
For ſtrong Meat Babes muſt ſtay, and ſtrive to fit 
Themſelves in time, until they can 


Get 


Ar 
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Get by degrees (which beſt beſeem a Man) | 


Experience-exerciſed Senſes, able 
Good to diſcern from Evil, Truth from Fable. 


Here I will wait then; till I fee 
The Steward reaching out a Meſs for me,. 
Reſol ve I'll take it thankfully, | 
Whate're it be, and feed on't neartlly. 
Although ne | Benjamin' s choice Mels, 
Five times as much as others, but far leſs : 


Yea, if't be but a Basket full of Crumbs, 


TI bleſs the Hand, from which, by which, it comes. 


Like an invited Gueſt, I will 
Be bold, bur mannerly withal, fit ſtill 

And ſee what the Maſter of the Feaſt 
Will carve unto me, and account that beſt, 

Which he.doth chuſe for e 
My ſelf deſire: Yea, though I fhould eſpy 
Some fault in th' dreſſing, in the diſhing, or 
The placing, yet I will not it abhor. 


So that the Meat be wholeſome, though 
The Sauce ſhall not be toothſome, Il nat go 
Empty away and ftarve my Soul, 
To feed my fooliſh Fancy; but controul 
My Appetite to dainty things, 
Which oft inſtead of Strength, Diſeaſes brings: 


But, if my Pulpit- Hopes ſhall all prove vain, 
"MH back unto the Reading-Pue again. 


— —. 


The Communion-T able, 


Ere ſtands my Banquet ready, the laſt Courſe, 
And beſt Proviion, 
That I muſt feed upon, 


Till Death my Soul and Body ſhall divorce, po 
N 
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Nor would it trouble me to ſee it found 


*. 


And that I am 


Calra to the Marriage- Supper of the Lamb, IEG 


Some call't the Altar, ſome the Holy Table. 
The Name I ſlick not at, 
Whether't be this, or that, 
I care not ſa much, fo that 1 may be able. 
Truly to know 
Both why it is, and may be called ſo, 


And for the matter whereof it was made, It 
The Matter is not much, 
Although it be of Touch, 


Or Wood, or Metal, what will laſt, or fade; 


So Vanity, 
And Superſlition avoided be. 


Of any Faſhion, 
That can be thought upon, 
Square, oval, many-angled, long, or round : 
If cloſe it be, 
Fixt, open, movable, all one's to me. 


And yet, methinks, at a Communion 
In Uniformity 
There's greateſt Decency, 
And that which maketh moſt for Union: 
But needlefly 
To vary, tends to th? Breach of Charity, 


Yet, rather than I'll give, I will not take 
Offence, if it be given, 
So that I be not driven 

To thwart Authority, a Party make - 
For Faction, 


Or fide, but ſeemingly in th' Action. 


At 


i 
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At a Communion I wiſh L might 
Have no cauſe to ſuſpect 
Any, the leaſt, defect — 
Of Unity and Peace, either in ſight 
Apparently 
Or in Mens Hearts concealed ſecretly. 


That, which ordained is to make Men one, 
More than before they were, 
Should not its ſelf appear, 
Though but appear, diſtinctly divers. None 
Too much can ſee 
Of what, when moſt, yet but enough can be. 


If others will diſſent, and vary, who 
Can help it? ? If I may, | 
As hath been done alway, 
By th' beſt, and moſt, I will my ſelf do ſo; ; 
f one accord 


The Servants ſhould be of one God one Lord. 
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Communion-Plate. 


Ever was Gold, or Silver, graced thus 
Before. 


10 bring this Body, and this Blood, to us, 
Is more 
Than to crown Kings, 
Or be made Rings, 
For ſtar-like Diamonds to glitter in 


No precious Stones are meet to match this Bread 
Divine. 


Spirits of Pearls diſſolved would but dead 
This Wine, 


This heav'nly Food 
Is too too good 
To be compar'd to any earthly thing. 
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F or ſuch ineſtimable Treaſure can 
There be 
Veſſels too coſtly made by any Man 2 
Sure he 
That knows the Meat 
So good to eat, | 
Would wiſh to ſee it richly ſerved in. 


Although tis true, that Sanctity's not 17d 
To State; 
Yet ſure Religion ſhould not, 'be envy'd 
The Fate 
Of meaner Worth, 
C To be ſet forth, 
As beſt becomes the Service of a King. 


A King, unto whoſe Croſs all Kings muſt vail 
Their Crowns, 
And at his Beck in their full Courſe ſtrike — 
Whoſe Frowns, 
And Smiles give date | 
 Vnto their Fate, 
And doom them, either unto Weal, or Woe. 


A King, whoſe Will is Juſtice ; and whoſe Word 
Is Pow'r, 
And Wiſdom both. A King, whom to afford 
An Hour 
Of Service truly 
Perform'd, and duly, 
Is to ſpeak Eternity of Bliſs. 


When ſuch a King offers to come to me, 
| As Food, 
Shall I ſuppoſe his Carriages can be 
Too good * P 
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No: Stars to Gold 
Turn'd, never could - 
Be rich enough to be employed ſo. 


If I might wiſh then, I would have this Bread, 
This Wine, 
Veſſel'd in what the Sun might bluſh to ſhed 
His ſhine, 
When he ſhould ſee : 
But, till that be, 
I'll reſt contented with it, as It 18» 
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Tay. Officers in Church ? Take heed ; it is 
A tender Matter to be touch'd. 
It I chance to ſay any thing amiſs, 
Which is not fit to be avouch'd, 
I muſt expect whole Swarms of Waſps to ting me, 
Few, or no Bees, Honey, or Wax, to bring me. 


| Some would have none in Chureh do any thing, 


As Officers, but gifted Men; 
Others into the Number more would bring, 
Than I fee warrant for: So then, 
All that I ſay, *tis like, will cenfur'd be, 
Through Prejudice, or Partiality. 


But *tis no matter; If Men cenſure me, 
| They but my Fellow-ſervants are : 
Our Lord allows us all like Liberty. 

I write, mine own Thoughts to declare, 
Not to pleaſe Men; and, if I diſpleaſe any, 
1 wall not care, fo they be of-the Many. 
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He Churches Key-keeper opens the Door, 
And ſhuts it, ſweeps the Floor, 
Rings Bells, digs Graves, and fills them up again; 
| All Emblems unto Men, 
Openly owning Chriſtianity, 8 
To mark and learn many good Leſſons by. 


O thou that haſt the Key of David, who 
Open'ſt and ſhutteſt ſo, 
That none can ſhut or open after thee, 
Vouchſafe thy ſelf to be 
Our Souls Door-keeper, by thy bleſſed Spirit: 
The Lock and Key's thy Mercy, not our Merit. 


Cleanſe thou our ſin- ſoyl'd Souls from th' Dirt and 


Brought in by the foul Feet of our Affections, 

| I The Beeſom of Afflictions, 
- With th' Bleſſing of thy Spirit added to it, 

If thou be pleas'd to ſay it ſhall, will do it. 


Lord, ringing Changes all our Bells bath marr'd, 
_ Tangled they have and jarr'd 
So long, they're out of Tune, and out of Frame, 
They ſeem not now the tame, 
Put them in Frame a-new, and once begin 
To tune them ſo, that they may chime all in. 


Let all our Sins be bury'd in the Grave, 
o longer rant and rave, 
As they have done, to our eternal Shame, 
And the Scandal of thy Name. 
Let's as Door-keepers in thine Houſe attend, 
Rather than th' Throne of Wickedneſs aſcend, 


The 
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5 The Clerk. 


He chem Bible-Clerk attends 
Her Utenſils, and ends 
Her Prayers with Amen, | 
Tunes Plalms, and to the Sacraments 
Brings in the Elements, 
And takes them out again; 
Is humble minded, and induſtrious handed, 
Doth nothing of himſelf, but as commanded; 


All that the Veſſels of the Lord 
Do bear with one accord 


Muſt ſtudy to be pure, 


As they are: If his holy Eye 
Do any Spot eſpy, 
He cannot it endure; 
But moſt expecteth to be lanctify d 
In thoſe come neareſt hi m, and olorify'd 


Plalms then are always tuned beſt 
When there is moſt expreſt 
The holy Pen-man's Heart : 

All Muſick is but Diſcord, where 
That wants, or doth not bear 
The firſt and chiefeſt part. 

Voices, without Affection anſwerable, 
When beſt, to God are moſt abominable. 


Though in the bleſſed Sacraments 
The outward Elements 
Are but as Hus ks and Shells; 
Vet he that knows the Kernels Worth, 
If even thoſe ſend forth 
Some Aromatick Smells, 
Will not eſteem it waſte, leſt Fudas like 
Through Mary's fide he Chriſt himſelf ſhould ſtrike, 


* B Lord, 
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Lord, without whom we cannot tell 


How to ſpeak or think well, 8 Son 

Lend us thy helping Hand | 0 
That what we do may pleaſing * 

Not to our ſelves but thee, Of 


And anſwer thy Command: 
So that not we alene, but thou may ſt ſa 
Amen to all our Pray rs, pray'd the righ t way. 


57 0 ALRIRE ON ANC II IN — - I Guy 
| The Overſeer of the Poor. 


H E Churches-Almoner takes care that none Thej 
| In their Neceflity 
Shall unprovided be 


Of Maint*nance, or Employment; thoſe alone, . 
Whom careleſs Idleneſs, _ 
Or riotous Exceſs, Some 
Condemns to needleſs Want, he leaves to be 
Chaſten'd a while by their own Poverty. , 
In th. 


Thou gracious Lord, rich in thy ſelf, doſt give 
To all Men lib'rally, 
Upbraiding none. Thine Eye 
Is open upon all. In thee we live, 
We move, and have our "Being : : 
But there is more than ſeeing 
For th* Poor with thee; they are thy ſpecial Charge; 
To them thou doſt thy Heart and Hand enlarge. 


Four forts of Poor there are, with whom thou deal'ſt, 
Though always differently, | 
With ſuch indifferency, 


That none hath reaſon to complain; thou heal'ſt Whilo 
All thoſe whom thou doſt wound : | 
If there be any found Lord, 
Hurt by themſelves, thou leav'ſt them to endure | 
The Pain, 'till th' Pain render them fit for * 
| me 
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Some in the World are poor, but rich in Faith: 
Their outward.Poverty 
A plentiful Supply 
Of inward Comforts and Contentments hath, 
And their Eftate is bleſt, z 
In this above the reſt, 
It was thy Choice, whilſt thou on Earth didſt lay, 
And hadit not whereupon thy Head to lay. 


Some poor 1n Spirit in the World are rich, 
Although not many ſuch : 
And no Man needs to grutch 
Their Happineſs z who to maintain that Pitch, 
Have an hard Task in Hand, 
Nor eas ly can withſtand 
The ſtrong Temptations that attend on Riches : 
Mountains are more expos'd to Storms than Ditches. 


Some rich in th? World are ſp'ritually poor, 
| And deſtitute of Grace, | 

Who may perchance have place | 

In the Church upon Earth; but Heaven's Door 
| Too narrow is t' admit 

Such Camels in at it, | 
Till they ſell all they have, that Field to buy, 
Wherein the true Treaſure doth hidden lye. 


Some ſp'ritually poor, and deſtitute 
Of Grace in th? World are poor 
Begging from Door to Door, 
Accurſed both in God's and Man's Repute, 
Till by their Miſeries 
Tutor'd they learn to prize 
Hungring and thirſting after Righteouſneſs, 
Whilſt they're on Earth, their greateſt Happineſs, 


Lord, make me poor in Spirit, and relieve 
Me how thou wilt thy ſelf, 
No want of worldly Pelf 
CES B 2 Shall. 
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Shall make me diſcontented, fret and grieve; 
I know thine Alms are belt : 8 


But above all the reſt, such 
Condemn me not unto the Hell of Riches, In h 
Without thy Grace to countercharm the Witches. 1 
| — S N 

The Church- warden. 3 
He Churches Guardian takes care to keep FN 
Her Buildings always in Repair; 
Unwilling that any Decay ſhould creep 
On them, before he 1s aware. | Her 

Nothing defac'd, An 

Nothing diſplac'd 
He likes; but moſt doth long and love to ſee Take 
The living Stones order'd as they ſhould be. | n 
Lord, thou not only Super-viſor art Allt 

Of all our Works, but in all thoſe, 
Which we dare own, thine is the chiefeſt part: 
| For there is none of us, that knows To 1 

How to do well : Race 

Nor can we tell 
What we ſhould do, unleſs by thee directed: — 


It proſpers not that's by our ſelves projected. 


That which we think our ſelves to mend, we mar, 
And often make it ten times worſe : 


. Reforming of Religion by War | 

1 Is th' Chymick Bleſſing of a Curſe, 5 
1 Great odds it is, | He's 
wi! That we ſhall miſs In ſa 
1 Of what we looked for: Thine Ends cannot | 

| i hy any but by thineown Means be got. ET} 
| \ 8 _ *Tis ſtrange we ſo much doat upon our own | 
1. ä Deformity, and others Scorn. | | 
1 As if our ſelves were beautiful alone: Whe: 
Y When that which did us moſt adorn nin 
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ar, 


He's purpoſely ordain'd to Miniſter, 
In ſacred things, another Officer. 
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The 

We purpoſely 

Chuſe to lay by, 5 

Such Decency and Order, as did place us 

In high'ſt Eſteem, and guard as well as grace us. 


Is not os Davghter glorious within, 
When cloth'd in Needle-work without ? 
Or is't not rather both their Shame and Sin, 
That change her Robe into a Clout, 
Too narrow, and 
Too thin, to ſtand. 
Her need in any ſtead, much leſs to be 
An Ornament fit for her high Degree ? 


Take pity on her, Lord, and heal her Breaches; 
_ Clothe all her Enemies with Shame; 
All the Deſpight that's done unto her, reaches 
To the Diſhonour of thy Name. 
Make 21} her Sons | 
| Rich precious Stones, e 
To ſhine each of them in his proper place, 
Receiving of thy Fulneſs, Grace for Grace. 
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The Deacon. 
He Deacon ! That's the Miniſter. 
True, taken gen'rally : 
And without any finiſter 
Intent, us d ſpecially, 


At whoſe Appointment, in whoſe ſtead, 
He doth what he ſhould do, 
In ſome things, not in all: Is led 
By Law, and Cuſtom too, 
Where that doth neither bid, nor forbid, he 
Thinks this ſufficient Authority : 
B 3 Loves 
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Vet fo, as thou wilt pleaſed be t' accept. 
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Loves not to vary, when he ſees 

Ns great neceſſity, 
To what's commanded he agrees, 
With all Humilityz _ 
Knowing how bighly God Submiſſion prizes, 
Pleas'd with Obedience more than Sacrifices, 


Lord, thou didſt of thy (elf profeſs 
Thou waſt as one that ſerv'd, 
And freely chuſeſt to go lels, 
Though none ſo much deſerv'd. 
ith what Face can we then refuſe to be 
Enter'd thy Servants in a low degree ? 


Thy way to Exaltation 
Was by Humility : 
But we, proud Generation, 
No diff'rence of degree 
In holy Orders will allow; nay more 
All holy Orders would turn out of Door. 


But if thy Precept cannot do't, 
Io make us humbly ſerve, 
Nor thy Example added to't, 
TIF till from both we ſwerve; 
Let none of us proceed, till he can tell, 
How t' uſe the Office of a Deacon well. 


Which by the Bleſſing of thy Spirit, 
Whom thou halt left to be 
Thy Vicar here, we may inherit, 
And miniſter to thee, 
Though not ſo well as thou may'ſt well expect, 


The Prieſt. 


HE Prieſt, I fay, the Presbyter I mean, 
As now a-days he's call'd, 
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By many Men : But I chuſe to retain 

5 The Name wherewith inſtall'd 
He was at firſt in our own Mother-Tongue : 
And doing ſo, I hope, I do no wrong. 


The Prieſt, I ſay, 's a middle Officer, 
. Between the Eiſhop and 
The Deacon, as a middle Officer, | 
Which in the Church doth ſtand, 
Between God and the People, ready preſt 
In the Behalf of both to do his beft. 


From him to them offers the Promiſes 
Of Mercy which he makes; | 
For them to him doth all their Faults confeſs, 
Their Pray'rs and Praiſes takes, 
And offers for them at the Throne of Grace, 
Contentedly attending his own Place, 


The Word and Sacraments, the Means of Grace, 
He duly doth. diſpence, 
The Flouriſhes of Falfhood to deface, 
With Truth's clear Evidence; 
And Sin's uſurped Tyranny ſuppreſs, 
B advancing Righteouſneſs and Holineſs. 


The publick Cenſures of the Church he ſees 
To Execution brought : | 
But nothing raſhly of himſelf decrees, 
| Nor covets to be thought 
Wiſer than his Superiors; whom always 
He actively, or paſlively obeys, 
Lord Jeſus, thou the Mediator art 
Of the New Teitament, 
And fully didſt perform thy double part 
Of God and Man when ſent. 
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32 The STNAGOGUE. 


To reconcile the World, and to attone | 1 
*Twixt it and Heaven, of two making one. o * 
Vea, after the Order of Melchiſedeck, | TP? 
Thou art a Prieſt for ever. 
With perfect Righteouſneſs thy ſelf do'ſt deck, H ov 
Such as decayeth never. The! 
Like to thy ſelf make all thy Prieſts on Earth, Can 
Bleſs'd Fathers to thy Sons of th? ſecond Birth. A Cl 
Thou cam'ſt to do the Will of him that ſent thee, If 
And did'ſt his Honour ſeek, If 
More than thine own : Well may it then repent thee, 11 
Being thy felf ſo meek, | 2 
To have admitted them into the Place — 
Of Sons, that ſeek their Fathers to diſgrace. ; 1 ” 
Lord, grant that the Abuſe may be reform'd, 275 
Before it Ruin bring T> 
Upon thy poor deſpiſed Church, transfor m'd | 
| As if t were no ſuch thing: To r 
Thou that the God of Order art, and Peace, And 
Make curs'd Confuſion and Contention ceaſe. To fe 
3 . — — — In all 
The Biſhop. = 
He Biſhop ? Yes, why not ? What doth that : 
1 Import that is unlawful, or unfit ? (name But a 
Jo ſay the Overſeer is the ſame 5 Doth 
In Subſtance, and no hurt, I hope, to it: And 
But ſure if Men did not deſpiſe the thing, By h 
Such Scorn upon the Name they would not fling, Al 
Some Prieſts, ſome Presbyters, I mean, would be Tt 
Each Overfeer of his ſev'ral Cure, Lord 
But one Superior, to overſee of al 
Them altogether, they will not endure ; With 
This the main diff'rence is, that I can ſee, The! 
Biſhops they would not have, but they would be, " fs 
But who canſhew of old that ever any | Th 


Presþyteries without their Biſhops were: 


Though 


S 


ee, 


be, 


it 


Though Biſhops without Presbyteries many, 
At firft muſt needs be, almoſt every where? 
That Presbyters from Biſhops firſt aroſe, 


T' aſſiſt them, is probable, not theſe from thoſe, | 


H owever, a true Biſhop I eſteem | 

The higheſt Officer the Church on Earth 

Can have, as proper to it ſelf, and deem 

A Church without one an imperfect Birth, 
If conſtituted ſo at firſt, and maimed, 


If whom it had, it afterwards diſclaimed. 


All Order firſt from Unity ariſeth, 
And th' Eſſence of it is Subordination : 
Whoever this contemns, and that deſpiſeth, 
May talk of, but intends not, Reformation. 
'Tis not of God, of Nature, or of Art, 
T* aſcribe to all, what's proper to one part. 


To rule and to be ruled are diſtin, 
And ſeveral Duties, ſeverally belong 
To ſeveral Perſons, can no more be linkt 


In altogether, than amidit the Throng 


Of rude unruly Paſſions, in the Heart, 
Reaſon can ſee to act her Sovereign part. 


But a good Biſhop, as a tender Father, 
Doth teach and rule the Church, and is obey'd. 
And rev'renc'd by it, ſo much the rather, 
By how much he delighted more to lead 
All by his own Example in the way, 
Than puniſh any when they go aſtray. 


Lord, thou the Biſhop, and chief Shepherd art 
Of all that Flock, which thou haſt purchaſed 
With thine own Blood; to them thou doſt impart 


The Benefits which thou haſt merited, : 
Teaching and ruling by thy bleſſed Spirit, 


Their Souls in Grace till Glory they inherit The 


Bs 


bk 2 ** W * * 1 II * 22 * * 2 : a — ; 
by Wo 2 2 : 1 2 3 - Tr 9 | ——— * 
3 n mY t N * r een * 8 
1 N ; 2 5 Z n 
A . £ * A 
Fas : * * N — 
= 
s 1 : 
+ p 
: L 
$ * je | 
o 
- 


r 


LAT 


IE, TL" 


©. 
a 8 nd . — 7 boy 2 — 3 Ia” * * A P 
ENACT e e e eee eee N 


* 1 1 * 4 - hy 4 ey 1 3 
* ' = 


—_  . 
1 


* * : 
; K 8 W 
* * FI 
t It 


— 
N 9 EF * 8 2 4 , * ä * N 2 * 3 8 * ” 3 * * N 
15 3 4 . * , 7 * 
W F 
* E q 
. 5 * 
— [ 
34 # - . £ S 


' 
= _ 
1 
$7. 
4 I 


The Stars which thou doſt hold in thy Right Hand, 
The Angels of the Churches, Lord, direct 
Clearly thy holy Will to underſtand, 
And do accordingly : Let no Defect ' 
Nor Fault, no not in our new Politicks, 
Provoke thee to remove our Candleſticks ; 


But let thy-Urim and thy Thummim be 
Garments of Praiſe t'; adarn thy holy Ones: 
Light and Perfection let all Men ſee | 
Brightly ſhine forth in thoſe rich precious Stones, 
Of whom thou wilt make a Foundation, 
To raiſe thy new Hieruſalem upon. 


And at the Brightneſs of its rifing let 
All Nations with thy People ſhout for Joy: 
Salvation for Walls and Bulwarks ſet 
About it, that nothing may it annoy, 
Then the whole World thy Dioceſs ſhall be, 
And Biſhops all but Suffragans to Thee. 


Charch Feſtivals. 


Arrow of Time, Eternity in brief, 
Compendiums epitomiz'd, the chief 
Contents, the Indices, the Title-Pages 
Of all paſt, preſent, and ſucceeding Ages, 
Sublimate Graces, antidated Glories, 
The Cream of Holineſs, 
The Inventories 
Of future Bleſſedneſs, 
The Florilegia of Celeſtial Stories, 
Spirits of Joys, the Reliſhes and Cloſes 
Of Angels Muſick, Pearls diſſolved, Roſes 
Perfumed, ſugar'd Honey-Combs, Delights 
Never too highly priz'd, 
The Marriage-Rites, 
Which duly ſolemniz'd 
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* Uſher eſpouſed Souls to bridal Nights, 
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Gilded Sun-beams, refined Elixars, 

And Quinteſſential Extracts of Stars: 
Who loves not you, doth but in vain profeſs 
That he loves God, or Heaven, or Happineſs. 


n 2» — 
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The Sabbath, Or Lord's Da. 


Hi; a Vail 
Holy | Wholly 
King of Days, To thy Praiſe 
The Emperor, For evermore 
Or Univerſal | Muft the Rehearſal 
Monarch of time,the weeks Of all that honour ſeeks, 
Perpetual Dictator, Under the Worlds Crea- 
1 My (tor. 
Beauty Duty | 
Far exceeds Let muſt needs 
The reach of Art, Yield thee mine Heart, 
To blazon fully And that not dully : 


And I thy Light eclipſe, Spirits of Souls, not- Lips 
When I moſt ſtrive to raiſe Alone are fit to praiſe thee, 


(rhee, 
What That 
Nothing Slow thing 
Elſe can be Iime by thee 
Thou only art Hath got the ſtart, 
Th” extracted Spirit And doth inherit 
Of all Eternity, That Immortality 
By favour antedated. Which Sin anticipated. 
That 1 
Could lay by 


This Body ſo, 
That my Soul might be 
Incorporate with thee, 


And no more to ſix Days owe. | 
The 
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The Aa on, or Lad Meg. 


U the Muſick of the Spheres 


Let Men, and Angels, join in Conſort theirs. 


So great a Meſſenger 
From Heaven to Earth 
Is ſeldom ſeen, 

Attir'd in ſo much Glory. 

A Meſſage welcomer, 
Fraught with more Mirth 
Hath never been 

Subject of any Story: 

This by a 1 8 5 Right, if any, may 
Be truly ſtil'd the World's Birth-day. 


The making of the World ne're coſt 
So dear, by much, as to redeem it loſt. 
God ſaid but, Let it be, 
And ev'ry thing 
Was made ſtraight way, 
So as he ſaw it good: 
But e're that he could ſee 
A courle to bring 
Man gone aſtray 
To the place where he ſtood ; 


His Wiſdom with his Mercy for Man is ſake, 


Againſt his Juſtice part did take. 


And the Reſult was this Days News, 


Able the Meſſenger himſelf t' amuſe, 
As well as her, to whom 
By him twas told, 
That though ſne were 
A Virgin pure, and knew 
No Man, yet in her Womb 
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A Son ſhe ſhould 
Conde ĩve and bear, 
As ſure as God was true. 
Such high Place in his Favour ſhe poſſeſſed, 
Being among all Women bleſſed. 


But bleſs'd eſpecially in this, 
That ſhe believ'd, and for eternal Bliſs 
 Rely'd on him whom ſhe * 
Her ſelf ſhould bear. 
And her own Son 
Took for her Saviour. 
And if there any be, 
That when they hear, 
As ſhe had done 
Sure their Behaviour, 
They may be bleſſed, as ſhe was, and lay, 
*Tis their Annunciation- Day. | 


The N. ativity, or C hriſtmas-day. 


Nfold thy Face, unmask thy Ray, 
Shine forth bright Sun, double the Day, 

Let no malignant miſty Fume, 
Nor foggy Vapour, once preſume 
To interpoſe thy perfect Sight 
This day, which makes us love thy Light 
For ever better, that we could, 
That bleſſed Odject once behold, 
Which is both the Circumference, 
And Centre of all Excellence: 
Or rather neither, but a Treaſure - 
Unconfined, without Meaſure, 
Whoſe Centre and Circumference, 
Including all Preheminence, 
Excluding nothing but Defect, 
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And infinite in each Aſpect, 

Is equally both here and there, 

And now, and then, and ev'ry where 

And always, one, himſelf, the ſame 

A Being far above a Name. 

Draw nearer then, and freely pour 

Forth all thy Light into that Hour, 

Which was crowned with his Birth, 

And made Heaven envy Earth. 
Let not this Birth-day clouded be, 
By whom thou ſhineſt, and we fee. 


The Circumciſion, or New-years-day. 
Orrow betide my Sins! Muſt ſmart ſo ſoon 
Seize on my Saviour's tender Fleſh ſcarce grown 
Unto an Eight Days Age? 
Can nothing elſe aſſwage 


The Wrath of Heaven, but his Infant-blood ? 
Innocent Infant, infinitely Good ! 


Is this thy Welcome to the World, great God 
No ſooner born, but ſubje& to the Rod 
Of Sin- incenſed Wrath? 
Alas, what Pleaſure hath 
Thy Father's Juſtice to begin thy Paſſion, 
Almoſt together with thine Incarnation ? 


Is it to antedate thy Death? T? indite 
Thy Condemnation himſelf, and write 

The Copy with thy Blood, 

Since nothing is ſo good ? 
Or, is't by this Experiment to try, 
Whether thou beeſt born mortal, and canſt die ? 
If Man muſt needs draw Blood of God; yet why 
Stays he not till thy Time be come to die? 

Didſt thou thus early bleed 

; For us to ſhew what need 
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The STNAGOGUE 35 
We have to haſten unto thee as faſt ; AE ety” -1 
And learn that all the Time is loft that's paſt ? 
"Tis true, we ſhould do fo; Yet in this Blood : 
There's ſomething elſe, that muſt be underſtood s 
It ſeals thy Covenant, | t 
That ſo we may not want 

Witneſs enough againſt thee, that thou art 
Made ſubject to the Law, to act our part. 


The Sacrament of thy Regeneration 
It cannot be; It gives no Imitation 
_— Of what thou wert, but we: 
Native Impurity, 
Original Corruption, was not thine, 
But only as thy Righteouſneſs is mine. 


In holy Baptiſm this is brought to me, 
As that in Circumcifion was to thee ; 
So that thy Loſs and Pain 
Do prove my Joy and Gain. 
Thy Circumciſion writ thy Death in Blood : 
Baptiſm in Water ſeals my Livelihood. 


O bleſſed Change! Yet, rightly underſtood, = 
That Blood was Water, and this Water's Blood. al 
What ſhall I give again, = 
To recompence thy Pain ? : 
Lord, take Revenge upon me for this Smart: 
To quit thy Fore-skin, circumciſe my Heart. 
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Reat, without Controverſy great, 
They that do know it will confeſs 


The Myſtery of Godlineſs, 
Whereof the Goſpel doth intreat. 
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God in the Fleſh is manifeſt, 2 Hi 
And that which hath for ever been 1 
Inviſible, may now be ſeen, 80 

Th' eternal Deity new dreſt. | 


Angels to Shepherds brought the News: Ma 
And wiſe Men guided by a Star, 98 

To ſeek the Sun are come from far: 77 5 
Gentiles have got the ſtart of Jews : But d 


The Stable and the Manger hide . | Than 
His Glory from his own: But theſe, andy 
Though, Strangers, his reſplendent Rays T 

Of Majeſty Divine have ſpy'd. Meth. 


Gold, Frankincenſe, and Myrrh, they give; | At 
And worſhipping him plainly ſhow, 5 Thorc 
That unto him they all things owe, As 

By whoſe free Gift it is they live. And e 


Though clouded in a Vail of Fleſh, 3 
The Sun of Righteouſneſs appears, 85 And r 
Melting cold Cares and froſty Fears, ACC 

And making Joys ſpring up a-freſh, His ju 


179 O that his Light and Influence; | 
_ Would work effectually in me | My L 
Andther new Epiphany, Tha 
Exhale and elevate me hence : That | 


That, as my Calling doth require, To lis 
Star-like I may to others ſhine : Is a 

* And guide them to that Sun divine: 

Whoſe day-light never ſhall expire. 
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Diſſ 


The Paſſion, or Good- Friday. ow 
1 3 His Day my Saviour dy'd: And do I live? Till tt 
What hath not Sorrow ſlain me yet? Whicl 


Did the Immortal God vouchſafe to give + For Sc 
[is 
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His Life for mine, and do I ſet 
More by my wretched Life, than he by his, 
So full of Glory, and of Bliſs ? 


Did his free Mercy, and meer Love to me, 
Make him forſake his glorious Throne, 
And mount a Croſs, the Stage of Infamy, 
That ſo he might not die alone, | 
But dying ſuffer more through Grief and Shame, 
Than mortal Men have pow'r to name ? 


And can Ingratitude ſo far prevail, 
To keep me Living ſtill ? Alas! 

Methinks ſome Thorn out of his Crown, ſome Nail, 
At leaſt his Spear, might pierce, and paſs 

Thorow and thorow, till it reviv'd mine Heart 
As the right Death-deſerving part. 


And doth he not expect it ſnould be ſo? 
Would he lay down a Price fo great, 

And not look that his Purchaſes ſhould grow 
Accordingly ? Shall I defeat | 

His juſt Deſire ? O no, it cannot de: 
His Death muſt needs be Death to me. 


My Life's not mine, but his : For he did dye 
That I might live; yet died ſo, 

That being dead he was alive ; and L 
Thorow the Gates of Death muſt go 

To live with him; yea, to live by him here 
Is a part in his Death to bear. 


Die then, dull Soul, and if thou canſt not die, 
Diſſolve thy ſelf into a Sea | 

Of living Tears, whoſe Streams may ne'er go dry. 
Nor turned be another way, - I 

Till they have drown'd all Joys, but thoſe alone, 

Which Sorrow claimeth for its own. 


For Sorrow hath its Joys z and I am glad 
That 
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That I would grieve, if I do not: 


But if I neither could, nor would, be ſad,  Þ|} Toſh 

And forrowful, this Day, my Lot Thoſe 

Would be to grieve for ever, with a Grief Tn 
Uncapabie of all Relief, 


No Grief was like that, which ke griev'd for me, If the 
A greater Grief than Can be told : 
And like my Grief for him no Grief ſhould be, That 
If I could grieve ſo, as I would: Like! 
But what I would, and cannot, he doth ſee, Early 
And will accept, that dy'd for me. 


Lord, as thy Grief and Death for me are mine, W hi 
For thou haſt given them unto me: 
So my Defires to grieve and die are thine, And 
For they are wrought only by thee. Till p 
Not for my ſake then, but thine own, be pleas d 0 
With that, which thou thy ſelf haft rais'd. BEM 
— — — — — What 
The Reſurrection, or Eaſter- day.. Not P. 
P, and away, But L 
Thy Saviour's gone before. | All tr 
"= Way doſt thou ſtay, . 
Rs - Dull Soul ? Behold the Door With 
1 Is open, and his Precept bids thee riſe, 
Whoſe Pow'r hath vanquiſh't all thine Enemies. Where 
Say not, I live, linger 
Wöilſt in the Grave thou ly'ſt: 
He that doth give 1 : 
Thee Life, would have thee prize't 7 


More highly than to keep it bury'd, where 
Thou can't not make the Fruits of it appear, 


Is Rottennefs, Taz 
And Duſt ſo pleaſant to thee, 
That Happineſs, | 


And 


je, 


ind 


The SYNAGOGUE. 43 = 
And Heaven, cannot woe thee, | 9 
To ſhake thy Shackles off, and leave behind thee 
Thoſe Fetters, which to Death and Hell do bind thee? 2 


In vain thou ſay'ſt, 
Th' art bury d 155 thy Saviour, 
If thou delay ſt, 
To ſhew, by thy Behaviour, 
That thou art riſen with him; Till thou ſhine 
Like him, how can'ſt thou ſay his Light is thine ? 


Early he roſe, 
And with him brought the Day, 
W hich all thy Foes 
Frighted out of the way: 
And wilt thou, Sluggard-like, turn in thy Bed, | 
Till Noon Sun Beams draw up thy drowſy Head e . = 


Open thine Eyes, 
Sin-ſeized Soul, and ſee. 
What Cobweb-ties 
They are, that tramel thee 
Not Profits, Pleaſures, Honours, 2s thou thinkeſi; 
But Loſs, Pain, Shame, at which thou. vainly winkeſts 


All that is good 


Thy Saviour dearly bought 
With his Heart's Blood; 

And it muſt there be ſought, 
Where he keeps Reſidence, who roſe this Day: 
Linger no longer then; up, and away. 


— 


1. 


The Aſcenſion, or Holy Thurſday. 


Ount, mount, my Son, and climb, or rather fly 
With all thy Force on high, 
Thy Saviour roſe not only, but aſcended : 

And he muſt be attended 


Both 
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— 
Both in his Conqueſt and his Triumph too. 
His Glories ſtrongly woe 


His Graces to them, and will not appear 
In their full Luſtre, until both be there. 


Where he now fits, not for himſelf alone, 


But that upon his'Throne 
All his Redeemed may Attendants be, 
Robbed, and crown'd as he. 
Kings without Courtiers are lone Men, they ſay; 
| And doſt thou think to ſtay 
Behind on Earth, whil'ſt thy King reigns in Heaven, 
Yet not be of thy Happineſs bereaven ? 


Nothing that thou canſt think worth having's here. 


Nothing is wanting there, | 
That thou canſt wiſh to make thee truly bleſt, 
And above all the reſi, 
Thy Life is hid with God in [eſus Chriſt, 
| Higher than what is high'ſt. 
O grovel then no longer here on Earth, 
Where Mis'ry ev'ry moment drowns thy Mirth. 


But towr, my Soul, and ſoar above the Skies, 


Where thy true Treaſure lies. 
Though with Corruption and Mortality 
* Thou clogg'd and pinion be; 


Yet thy flight Thoughts, and ſprightly Wiſhes, may 


Sßpeedily glide away. 
To what thou canſt not reach, at leaſt aſpire, 
Alcend, if not in Deed, yet in Deſire. 


= Whuſanday. 
\ [Ay Rartle not to hear the ruſhing Wind, 
Wherewith this Place is ſhaken : 
Attend awhile, and thou ſhalt quickly find 
How much thou art miſtaken, 


If 


To i 
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If thou think here 
Is any cauſe to fear. 


geeꝰſt thou not how on thoſe twelve rev'rend Heads 


Sit cloven Tongues of Fire? 
And as the rumour of that Wonder ſpreads, 
The Multitude admire | 
To lee it : and 
* _ Yet more amazed ſtand 


To hear at once ſo great Variety 
Of Language from them come, 


Of whom they dare be bold to ſay they be 


Bred no where but at home, 
And never were 
In place ſuch Words to hear. 


Mock not, prophane Deſpiſers of the Spirit, 
At what's to you unknown: 
This earneſt he hath ſent, who muſt inherit 
All Nations as his own : 
That they may know * 
How much to him they owe. 


Now that he is aſcended up on high 
To his celeſtial Throne, 
And hath led Captive all Captivity, 
© He'll not receive alone, 
But likewiſe give 
Gifts unto all that live; 


To all that live by him, that they may be 
In his due time, each one, 
Partakers with him in his Victory, 
Nor he triumph alone, 
But take all his 
VUnto him where he is. 


To fit them for which bleſſed State of Glory; 
This is his Agent here: .- 
To 
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40 
To publiſh to the World that happy Story, 
Always, and every where, 
This reſident 
Embaſſador is fent. -- 


Heavens Legier upon Earth to counter-work 
The Mines that Satan made, 
And bring to light thoſe Enemies, that lurk 
Under Sin's gloomy Shade: 
That Hell may not : 
Still boaſt what it hath got. 


Thus BabePs Curſe, Confuſion, is retriev'd, 


- Diverſity of Tongues | 
By this Divition of the Sp'rit reliev'd : 
And to prevent all Wrongs, 
One Faith unites 
People of diff*rent Rites. 


O let his Entertainment then be ſuch, 
As doth him beſt befit : 
Whatever he requireth think not much 
Freely to yield him it: 
For who doth this, 
Reaps the Firſt-fruits of Bliſs. 


** 
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Trinity-Sunday. 


Race, Wit, and Art aſſiſt me; for J ſee 

The Subject of this Days Solemnity 

So far excels in Worth, 
That ſooner may 
I drain the Sea, 
Or drive the Day * 
With Light away, 

Than fully ſet it forth, 
Except you joyn all three to take my part, 


And chiefly Grace fill both my Head and Heart. 


Stay 


Stay | 
Too 


God! 
Who 
And 
And ! 


Is but 
What 
Faith 
And 1 
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Stay buſy Soul, preſume not to enquire 
Too much of what Angels can but admire, 
g And never comprehend: 

The Trinity 

In Unity, 

And Unity 

In Trinity, 

All Reaſon doth tranſcend. | = 

God Father, Son God, and God Holy Ghoſt, = 
Who moſt admireth, magnifieth moſt. 


And who moſt magnifies beft underſtands, 
And beſt expreſſeth what the Heads, and Hands, 
And Hearts, of all Men living, 
When moſt they try 
To glorify, 
And raiſe on high, 
| Fall ſhort, and lye 
Groveling below : Man's giving | 
Is but reſtoring by Retail with Loſs, 6 
What from his God he firſt receiv'd in groſs. 


Faith muſt perform the Office of Invention, 
And Elocution ſtruck with Apprehenfion 
Of Wonder, Silence keep. 
e Not Tongues, but Eyes 
Lift to the Skies 
In reverend wiſe, 
Beſt ſolemnize 
This Day, whereof the deep 
Myſterious Subject lyes out of the reach 
Of Wit to learn, much more of Art to teach. 


Then write don ultra here; Look not for Leave 
To ſpeak of what thou never can'ſt conceive 
Worthily, as thou ſnouldeſt: 
= And it ſhall be 
N Enough for thee, 
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If none but he 
Himſelf doth ſee, | 
Though thou canſt not, thou wouldeft 
Make his Praiſe glorious, who is alone 
Thrice bleſſed One in Three, and Three in One; 


Invitation, 
Urn in, my Lord, turn in to me; 
Mine Heart's an homely Place ; 
But thou can'ſt make Corruption flee, 
1 And fill it with thy Grace, 
So furniſned it will be brave, 
And a rich Dwelling thou ſhalt have. 


It was thy Lodging once before, 
It builded was by thee :. 
But I to Sin ſet ope the Door, 
It render'd was by me. 
And ſo thy Building was defac'd. 
And in thy room another plac'd. 


But he uſurps, the Right is thine : 
O diſpoſſeſs him Lord! 
Do thou but ſay, this Heart is mine, 
He's gone at the firſt Word. 
Thy Word's thy Will, thy Will's thy Power, 
Thy Time is always; now's mine hour: 


Now ſay to Sin, depart : 
And, Son, give me thine Heart, 
Thou, that by ſaying, Let it be, didſt make it, 
Canſt, if thou wilt, by ſaying, Giv't me, take it. 


T4 Comfort in Extremity. 
X Las! my Lord is gone, 
Oh my woe! . * 


It 


It w. 
I'lr 
I'll e 
O 
Co 
Cheer 
Mine 
Before 
PII pu; 


Lift 
Thy 


Alas! 
To thee 


Be not 
And all 


Lord, 
As I ha 


It 


The STNAGOGU 
It will be mine undoing ; 
It. he go, it 
I'll run and overtake him : 
If he ſtay, 
III cry aloud, and make him 
Look this way. 
O ſtay, my Lord, my Love, tis I: 
Comfort me quickly, or I die. 


Cheer up thy drooping Spirits, 
am here. 
Mine all-ſuſſicient Merits 
Shall. appear 
Before the Throne of Glory 
In thy ſtead; 
Tl put into thy Story 
What I did, | 
Lift up thine Eyes, ſad Soul, and ſee 
Thy Saviour here. Lo, I am he. 


Alas ! ſhall I preſent 
My ſinfulneſs. 
To thee ? thou wilt reſent 
The loathſomneſs. 
Be not afraid, I'll take 
Thy Sins on me, 
And all my favour make 
To ſhine on thee. 


Lord, what thou It have me, thou muſt make me. 


As I have made thee, now I take thee, 


„3 


Reſolutions and Aſſi urauce. 


| Ord, thou wilt love me. Wilt thou not ? 
| Beſhrew that not: * 
It was my I DT 
That Queſtion firſt ; Yes, Lord, thou wilt: 
C Thy 
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Thy Blood was ſpilt 
IJ o waſh away my Guilt, . 
Lord, I will love thee, Shall 'Y not ? 
Beſhrew that not. | 
*Twas Death's accurſed Plot 
To put that Queſtion : Yes, I will 
| Lord, love thee till, 
In ſpight of all my BL 
Then Life, and Love continue ſtill 
We ſnall, and will, 
My Lord and 5 until, 
In his Celeſtial Hill, 
We love our fill, 
When he hath * all mine III. 
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Vows broken and renewed. 


Aid I not fo, that I would ſin no more ? 
Witneſs my God, I did; 
Yet I am run again upon tne Store: : 
My Faults cannot be hid. 


What ſhall I do? Make Vows, and break them till? 
Twill be but Labour loſt; 

My Good cannot prevail againſt mine Il: 
The Bus'neſs will be croſt. 


O, ſay not ſo! thou can'ſt not tell what Strength 
Thy God may give thee at the Length: 
: Renew thy Vows, and if thou keep he laſt, 
Thy God will pardon all that's paſt. (mapꝰſt 
Vow, whilſt thou canſt; while thou canſt vow, thou 
Perhaps perform it, when thou thinkeſl leaſt. 


— BU Thy God hath not deny'd thee all, 
= Whilit he permits thee but to call: 
: Call to thy God for Grace to keep 


Thy 
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Profit 


Honor 


till! 


Thy 


Are my torn Meditations ragged Clothing, e 
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Thy Vows, and if thou break'them weep. . = 
Weep for thy broken Vows, and vow again : 
Vows made with Tears cannot be till in vain, 

Then once again 
I vow to mend my Ways, 
Lord, ſay, Amen, 
And thine be all the Praiſe. 


* 


Confu ſion. 


O How my Mind 
| Is gravell'd ! 
Nor a Thought, 


That I can find, 
But's ravell'd 
rH All to nought, 
Short Ends of Threds, 
And narrow Shreds —_ 
Of Lifts, r 
Knots, ſnarled Ruffs, _—_— 
Looſe broken Tufis ðͥ nl 
Of Twiſts, - = 


Which wound, and woven ſhape a Sute-for nothing: 
One while I think, and then I am in pain 7 
To think how to unthink that Thought again. 
How can my Soul age 
But famiſh „5 | _— 
With this Food ? | —_— 
Pleaſures full Bowl El ©. 
Taſtes ramath, 
Taints the Blood. 
Profit picks Bones, WO 
And chews on Stones Wo _ 
- That choak:; | . 
Honour climbs Hills, 8 £4 I 19 
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When TI again grow greedy to be poor, 
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Fats not but fills 28 
With Smoak. F Sickn 
And whilſt my Thoughts are greedy upon theſe, - Lend 


They paſs by Pearls, and ſtoop to pick up Peaſe. Bleſt 
Such Waſh and Draff is fit for none but Swine: By t. 
And ſuch I am not, Lord, if I am thine. If in 
Clothe me a-new, and feed me then a-frehh : Lord, 
Elſe my Soul dies famiſh'd, and ſtarv d with Flef leſh, V1. 

_ And! 


The . worſe the better. 


TElcome mine Health ; this Sickneſs makes me 
Medicines adieu: (well. 
When with Diſeaſes I have liſt to dwell, 
III wiſh for you. 


Welcome my Strength; this Weakneſs makes me 
Powers adieu: | (able. 

When 1 am weary grown of ſtanding vd 
PI wiſh for you. 


Welcome my Wealth; this Loſs hath gain'd me more. 
Riches adieu 


III wiſh for you. 


Welcome my Credit; this Diſgrace is Glory, 
Honours adieu : 
When for Renown, and Fame I ſhall be ſorry, _ 
III wiſh for you. 


Welcome Content; this Sorrow is my Joy. 
Pleaſures adieu: 
When I deſire ſuch Griefs as may annoy, 
I'll wiſh for you. 


Health, Strength, and Riches, Credit, and genen, 
Are I pared beſt, ſometimes when they are ſpent : 
Sick- 


4 


eſh, 
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Bleſt be the Hand, that helps by hurting, gives 
By taking, by forſaking me relieves; | 
If in my Fall my Riſing be thy Will, 
Lord, 1 will ſay, The worſe the better ſtill. 
I'll ſpeak the Paradox, maintain thou it, 
And let thy Grace ſupply my want of Wit. 
Leave me no Learning that a Man may ſee, 
So I may be a Scholar unto thee, | 


— oO OY WW 2 * -> 


Iumates. 


N Houſe I had (an Heart I mean) ſo wide 

And full of ſpacious Rooms on every ſide, 

That viewing it I thought I might do well, 

Rather than keep it void, and. make no Gain, 

Of what I could not ufe to entertain 
Such Guefts as came: I did; but what befel 


Me quickly in that Courſe, I ſigh to tell. 1 


A Gueft I had (alas! I have her ſtill) 
A great big-belly'd Gueft, enough to fill 
The vaſt content of Hell, Corruption. 
By entertaining her, I loft my Right 
To more than all the World hath now in fight. 


Each Day, each Hour almoſt, ſhe brought forth 
Or other baſe-begot Tranſgreſſion. (one 


The Charge grew great. I, that had loſt before 

All that I had, was forced now to [core ü 
For all the Charges of their Maintenance 

In Dooms-day Book : whoever knew't would ſay, 

The leaſt Sum there was more than I could pay, 
When firſt twas due, beſides Continuance, (hance. 


Which could not chuſe but much the Debt en- 


C3 | | 10 


Sickneſs and Weakneſs, 'Lofs, Difgrace, and Sorrow, 


Lend moſt fometimes,when they moſtſeem to borrow. 
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To eaſe me firſt I wifl'd her to remove: 
But ſhe would not. I ſu'd her then above, | 
And begy'd the Court of Heaven, but in vain, 
To caſt her out. No, I could not evade | 
The Bargain, which ſhe pleaded I had made, 
That, whilſt both lived, I ſhould entertain, 
At mine own Charge, both her and all her Train. 


No Help then, but or I muſt die, or ſhe ; 
And yet my Death of no Avail would be: 
For one Death I had dy'd already then, 
When firſt ſne liv'd in me; and now to die 
Another Death again were but to tye 
And twiſt them both into a Third, which when 
It once hath ſeiz d on, never looſeth Men. 


Her Death might be my Life; but her to kill 4 


I, of my ſelf, had neither Power nor Will. 
So defp'rate was my Caſe. Whilit I delay'd, 


My Gueſi ſtill teem'd, my Debts ſtill greater grew; - 


Tune leſs I had to pay, the more was due, 2 
The more I knew, the more I was afraid: 
The more I mus'd, the more 1 was diſmaid. 


At laſt I learn'd, there was no Way but one: 
A Friend muſt doit for me. He alone, 
That is the Lord of Life, by dying can 
Save Men from Death, and kill Corruption: 
And many Years ago the Deed was done, 
His Heart was pierc'd ; out of his Side there ran 
Sin's Corroſives, Reſtoratives for Man. 


This precious Balm I begg'd, for Pity's ſake, 
At Mercy's Gate: Where Faith alone may take, 
What Grace and Truth do offer lib'rally. 
Bounty ſaid, Come, I heard it, and believed; 
None ever there complain'd, but was relieved, 


Hepe 
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Dead Bodies kept unbury d quickly flink, 
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Hope waiting upon Faith ſaid inſtantly, -- | * 
That thenceforth 1 ſhould live, Corruption die. | 


And fo ſhe dy'd, I live. But yet, alas! 

We are not parted : She is where ſhe was, | 
Cleaves faft unto me ſtill, looks thro* mine Eyes, 

Speaks in my Tongue, 'and muſeth in my Mind, ü 

Works with mine Hands; her Body's left behind, = 
Although her Soul be gone. My Miferies —_ 
All flow from hence; from hence my Woes ariſe, 


] loath my ſelf, becauſe I leave her not: 
Yet cannot leave her. No ſhe is my Lot, 

Now being dead, that livipg was my Choice: 
And ſtill, though dead, fhe both conceives and bears 
Many Faults daily, and as many Fears: 

All which for Vengeance call with a loud Voice, 

And drown my Comforts with à deadly Noiſe. 


And putrify: How can I then but think 
Corruption noiſome, even mortify'd? . 

Tho? ſuch ſhe were before, yet ſuch to me 

She ſeemed not. Kind Fools can never ſee; 
Or will not credit, until they have try d, 
That friendly Looks oft falſe Intents do hide. 


But mortify'd Corruption lyes unmaskt, 
Blabs her own Secret, Filthineſs unaskt, = 
To all that underſtand her. That do none, 1 
In whom ſhe lives embraced with Delight: 14 
She firſt of all deprives them of their Sight: 
Then doat they on her, as upon their own, 
And ſhe to them ſeems beautiful alone. 


But woe is me! One part of me is dead: 
The other lives. Yet that which lives is led, 
Or rather carry d Captive unto Sin, 
By the dead part. I am a living Grave, W uu 
And a dead Body I within me have. | ll 


A 
i 


The worſe Part of the better oft doth win: 
And when I ſhould have ended, I begin. 


The Scent would choak me, were it not that Grace 
Sometimes vouchſafeth to perfume the Place 
With Odours of the Spirit, which do eaſe me, 
And counterpoiſe Corruption. Bleſſed Spirit, 
Although eternal Torments be my Merit, 
And of my ſelf Tranſgreſſions only pleaſe me. 
And Grace enough being reviv'd to raiſe me, 


Challenge thine own. Let not Intruders hold 

Againſt thy right, what to my wrong I ſold, 
Having no State my ſelf, but Tenancy, 

And Tenancy at Will, what could I grant 

That is not voided, if thou ſay, avant! 
O fpeak the word, and make theſe Inmates flee : 
Or, which is one, take me to dwell with thee, 
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Eace, Rebel-Thought; doſt thou not know thy 
My God, is here ? 
Cannot his Prefence, if no other thing, 
Make thee forbear ? 
Or were he abſent, all the Standers-by 
Are but his Spies 
And well he knows, if thou ſhould'ſt it deny, 
Thy words were lies. 
If others will not, yet I muſt and will, 
My ſelf complain. 
My God, ev'nnow a baſe rebell ious Thought 
Began to move, 
And ſubt'ly twining with me would have wrought 
Me from thy love: | 
Fain he would have me to believe, that Sin, 
And thou might both 
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Take up my Heart together for your Inn, 
| And neither lothe | 
The other's Company ; a while fit ſtill, 
And part againg 


Tell me, my God, how this may be-redreſt. 
The Fault is great, 

And I the guilty Party ha ve confeſt, 

. I muſt be beat. 

And I refuſe not Puniſhment for this, 

Though to my Pain 

So I may learn to do no more amiſs, 
Nor fin again : 

Correct me, if thou wilt; but teach me then 
What I ſhall do. 


8 
1 


* 


Lord of my Life, methinks J heard thee ſay, 


That Labour's eas'd : 
The Fault, that is confeſt, is done away, 
And thou art pleas'd. 
How can I fin again, and wrong thee then, 
That do'ft relent, | 
And ceaſe thine Anger ſtraight, as ſoon as Men 
Do but repent? 
No, Rebel-Thought ; for if thou move again, 
| I'll tell that too. | 


: The Lofs. 


He Match is made BE 
Between my Love and me : 


And therefore glad, 
And merry now I'll be. 


Come Glory, crown 


My Head 

And Pleaſures drown- 

My Bed | . 
= CG $ Of 
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Of Therns au Down, 4 


Sorrow, be gone ; 


Delight, | 
And Joy alone : 
Befit 
My Honey-Moon. 


Be packing now, 


You cumb'tbus Cares and Fears: 
Mirth will allow 
No room to Sighs and Tears. 
Whilſt thus I lay, 
As raviſt'd with Delight, 
I heard one ſay, 
So Fools their F riends requite. 
I knew the Voice 
My Lord? 85 
And at the Noiſe 
His Words 
ä Did make, aroſe. 
1 look'd, and ſpy'd, 
Each where, 
And loudly cry'd 
My Dea 
But _ reply'd : 
Then to my Grief 
1 found my Love was gone, 
Without Relief, 
Leaving me all alone, 


The Search: 


Hither, Oh! whither is my Lord departed ? 
What can my Love, that is ſo tender-hearted, 
a the Soul, which once he thorow darted, 
| As if it never {marted ? 


> h No, 


He that fills all can leave no place behind him. 


But ch! my Senſes are too weak to wind him: 


Or elle I do not mind him. 


O no, T mind him not fo as I ought; 

Nor ſeek him ſo as I by him was ſought, 

When I had loſt my ſelf; he dearly bought 
Me, that was fold for nought. 


But I have wounded him, that made me ſound x 

Loſt him again, by whom J firit was found: 

Him, that exalted me, have caſt to th' Ground; 
My Sins his Blood have drown'd. 


Tell me, oh! tell me, (thou alone canſt tell). 
Lord of my Life, where thou art gone to dwell : 


For in thy Abſence ev'n it ſelf is Hell: 


Without thee none is well. 


Or, if thou be'ſt not gone, but only hideſt 

Thy Preſence in place where thou abideſt, 

Teach me the ſacred Art, which thou provideſt 
For all them whom thou guideſt, 


To feek and find thee by, Elſe here I'll Iye, 
Until thou find me, It thou let me die, 
That only unto thee for Life do cry, 

Tnou dy'ſt as well as J. 


For, if thou live in me, and J in thee, 

Then either both alive, or dead muſt be: 

At leaſt VII lay my Death on thee, and lee 
If thou wilt not agree. 


For, though thou be the Judge thy ſelf, I have 

Thy Promiſe for it, which thou canſt not wave, 

That who Salvation at thine Hands do crave, 
Thou wilt not fail to fave. 
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No, fur my Love is here, if I could find him: 


Oh 


Oh ! ſeek, and find me then; or elſe deny 

Thy Truth, thy ſelf. O! thou canſt not lie, 

Shew thy ſelf conftant to thy word draw nigh, 
: Find me, Lo, here I lie. 
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The Return. 


* O, now my Love appears ; 
= My Tears 
* 5 Have clear'd mine Eyes: I fee 
"Tis he. 
Thanks, bleſſed Lord, thine Abſence was my Hell 
And, now thou art returned, I am well. 
By this I fee I muſt 
Not truſt 
My Joys unto my ſelf: 
This Shelf | 
Of too ſecure, and too preſumptuous Pleaſure 
Hadalmoſt ſunk my Ship, and drown'd my Treaſure: 
= Who would have thought a Joy 
| „ | | 
To be offended ſo, 
And go | 
So ſuddenly away? As if enjoying 
Full Pleaſure and Contentment were annoying, 
Hereafter J had need | 
Take heed, 
Joys, amongſt other things 
Have Wings, 
And watch their Opportunities of Flight, 
Converting in a Moment Day to Night. 
But, is't enough for me 
To be | 
Inſtructed to be wiſe ? 
PL riſe, 
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The STNAGOGUE. 61 AN 


And read a Lecture unto them that are | 
Willing to learn how Comfort dwells with Care. 


He that his Joys would keep, 
— Muſt weep; 
| And in the brine of Tears, 
And Fears, 
Muft pickle them, That Powder will preſerve : 
Faith with Repentance is the Soul's Conſerve. 


Learn to make much of Care : r B 
A rare | , 
And precious Balſam *tis- 
For Bliſs; 
+ Which oft reſides, where. Mirth with Sorrow meets : 
Heavenly Joys on Earth are Bitter-ſweets, | 


— 
—— 2 


I nundations. 


E talk of NoaB*'s Flood, as of a Wonder - 
And well we may : 
e. The Scriptures ſay, 
The Water did prevail, the Hills were under, 3 
And nothing could be ſeen but Sea. . „ 


And yet there are two other Floods ſurpaſs 
That Flood as far, 
As Heaven one Star, 
Which many Men regard as little, as 
The ordinary it Things that are. 


The one is Sin, the other is Salvation : 
And we muſt need 
Confeſs indeed, 
That either is an Inundation, 
Whick doth the Deluge far exceed. 


In Noah's Flood he and his Houſhold liv'g-: 
And there abode 
| A whole Ark-load 
d . Ot 
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i , "© the STNA4GOCVUE. e 
1 Of ans Creatures, that were then repriev'd; 

[ 1 9 All ſafely on the Waters rode. ** 1 
4 Jo! { But, when Sin came, it overflowed all, 

1 And left none free: Th 
Wit Nay even he, I ſ; 
FF" That — no Sin, could not releaſe my Thrall, . 
4 But that he was made Sin for me; RY 
5 And, when Salvation came, my Saviour's Blood = 


Drown'd Sin again, 
| With all its Train 
Of Evils, overflowing them with Good, | Py 
With Good that ever ſhall remain. | 


O, let there be one other Inundation, 
Eer Grace o'erftow 
In my Soul ſo, 
That Thankfulneſs may level with Salvation, 
And Sorrow Sin may overgrow. 


Then will I praiſe my Lord and Saviour ſo, 
That Angels ſhall 
Admire Man's Fahl, 
When they ſhall ſee God's greateſt Glory grow, 
Where Satan thought to root out all. 


Sin. 
IN, I tit fain define thee : But thou art 
An uncouth Thang : 


All that I bring 
To ſhew thee fully, ſhews thee but in part. | 


I call thee the Tranſgreſſion of the Law, 
And yet I read, 
That Sin 1s dead 
Without the Law; and thence it Strength doth a” 


L 
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lay thou art the Sting of Death, "FO 
oy And yet I find 2 
Death comes behind: 
The Work is done before the Pay be due. 
1 ſay thou art the Devil's Work ; yet he 
, Should much rather 
Call thee Father: 
For he had been no Devil bur for thee. 
What ſhall I call thee then? If Death and Devil, 
f Right underſtood, 
Be Names too good, 
I'll (ay thou art the Quinteſſence of Evil. 


— — 


Travels at Home. 


F T have I wiſh'd a Traveller to be: 
Mine Eyes did even itch the Sights to ſees 
T nat T had heard and read of. Oft Thave 
Been greedy of Occafion, as the Grave, 
That never ſays enough; yet ſtill was croſt, 
When Opportuniries had promis'd moſt. 
At laſt I laid, What meaneſt thou, wandering Elf, 
To ſtraggle thus? Go travel firſt thy ſelf. 
Tny little World can ſhew thee Wonders great; 
The greater may have more, but not more neat 
And curious Pieces, Search, and thou ſhalt find. 
Enough to talk of, If thou wilt, thy Mind 
Europe ſupplies, .and Afia thy Will, 
And Africk thy Affections. "And if till 
Thou liſt to travel further, put thy Senſes 
For both the Indies. Make no more Pretences, 
Of new Diſcoveries, whilſt yet thine own, 
And neateſt, little World is ſtill unknown. 
Away then with thy Quadrants, Compaſſes, 
Globes, Tables, Cards, Maps, and minute Glaſſes. 
| Lay by thy fournals, and thy Diaries, 
mY Cloſe up thine Annals, and thine Hiſtories, 
| Study 
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Study thy ſelf; and read what thou haſt writ Som! 
In thine own Book, thy Conſcience. TIs it fit Of i 
Jo labour after other Knowledge ſo, Tof 
And thine own neareſt, deareft, ſelf not know? He f 
Travels abroad both dear and dangerous are, Some 
Whilſt oft the Soul pays for the Body's Fare: We. 
Travels at home are cheap, and ſafe. Salvation, And 
Comes mounted on the Wings of Meditation. Blow 
He that doth live at Home, and leans to know ' Our 
God and Himſelf, needeth no further go. 9 

rr 

The Tourney, =" 

Ife is a Journey. From our Mothers Wombs, Et. 

EL As Houſes, we ſet out; and in our Tombs, 


As Inns, we reſt, till it be time to riſe, 
Twirt Rocks and Gulfs our narrow Foot-patt«lies : 
Haughty Preſumption and Hel-deep Deſpair 
Make our way dangerous, though ſeeming fair.“ 
The World with its Inticements ſeek and fly, 
Slabbers our Steps, and makes them flippery. 
The Fleſh, with its Corruptions, cloggs our Feet, 
And burdens us with Loads of Lufts unmeet. 
The Devil, where we tread, doth ſpread his Snares, 
And with Temptations takes us unawares. 
Our Footſteps are our Thoughts, our Words, our 
Theſe carry us along; in theſe there lurks (Works 
Envy, Luſt, Avarice, Ambition, 
The crooked  Turnings to Perdition. 
One while we creep among the thorny Brakes 
Of worldly Profits; and the Devil taxes 
Delight to ſee us pierce our ſelves with Sorrow 
To day, by thinking what might be to Morrow. 
Another while we wade, and wallow in 
Puddles of Pleaſure ; and we never lin . 
Dawbing our ſelves with dirty damn'd Delights, 
Till ſelf-begotten Pain our Pleaſure frights, 
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Sometimes we ſcramble to get up the Banks 

Of icy Honour; and we break our Ranks 

To ſtep before our Fellows; though, they ſay, 

He ſooneſt tireth, that ſtill leads the way. 
Sometimes when others juſtle and provoke us, 
We-ſtir that Duſt our ſelves, that ſerves to choke us; 


And raiſe thoſe Tempeſts of Contention, which 


Blow us beſide the way into the Ditch. 
Our Minds ſhould be our Guides. But they axe blind, 
Our Wills out-run our Wits, or lag behind. 
Our furious Paſſions, like unbridled Jades, 
Hurry us headlong to th? infernal Shades. 
If God be not our Guide, our Guard, our Friend, 
Eternal Death will be our Journey's end. 


—  __ ——  — 


| EN often find, when Nature's at a ſtand, _ 
And hath in vain try'd all her utmoſt ſtrength, 
Thar Art, her Ape, can reach her out an Hand, 
To pierce her Powers with to a full Length. 
And may not Grace have means enough in ſtore, 
Wherewith to do as much as that, 'and more ? 


She may: She hath Engines of ev'ry kind, [18 
To work what Art and Nature, when they view, 
Stupendious Miracles of wonder find, 
And yet muſt needs acknowledge to be true; 
So far trauſcending all their pow'r and might, 
That they ſtand ev'n amazed at the fight. 


Take but three Inſtances ; Faith, Hope, and Love, 
souls help'd by the perſpective Glaſs of Faith 
Are able to perceive what is above 3 
The reach of Reaſon : Yea the Scripture ſaith, 
Ev'n him that is invifible behold, 
And future things, as if they'd been of old. 


Faith 


4 + i p | 5 : 4 FI 
* 8 of 
; * "IM k : * lt 
2 N 2 * , W 
j 2 


5 * 
3 


— — RESO. = 
= Ts — ba l 
D I h 
- ry 
. * * 
5 1 * 
1 * « — 
2 FE, 4 
* 3 nt 
W y l = 2 2 
g e, * n 3 7 
9 7 : - = 
4 by $9. _ 
& ; AS | 
. 1 
4 
; V MS 5 . 
* Cn 2 * 
p ; , : 1 
Sai en 
* „ ' 1 
ge” 


> inns 
* 
— 7 3s 2 


„ fonts A * gp 
— , 2 " K 
4 Fl r. —— 2 1 


7 
mw 


__ e 
r 
; "EIT 8 
— — 
1% —— 2 


be 
r 


3 1 
ins 2 n 
* 


— = — 2 — > — = 
Ae. IE r 
e * 
2 1 x 8 
88 3 - - 
EY 


en r 
e Bo Cr N 


— 


e 

oF... 8 
$3” » 
nc. 23 —— 
7 «i mT 


A» 


SEC? 


— , 
i oe ie Gs 


— S 
bs — 3 


D — 1 
/ 
aw 


0 


% 


Vet 2 GI * * od 
f ha WA * 


* 


66 The STNAGOGUE. 


Faith looks into the ſecret Cabinet 


Of God's Eternal Counſels, and doth ſee. 

Such Myſteries of Glory there, as ſet 

Believing Hearts on longing, till they be 
Transform'd to the ſame Image, and appear 
So altered, as if themſelves. were there. 


Faith can raife Earth to Heaven, or draw down 
Heaven to Earth, make both Extreams to meet 
Felicity and Miſery, can crown | | 
Reproach with Honour, ſeaſon Sowre with Sweet. 
Nothing's impoſſible to Faith : a Man 
May do all Things that he believes he can, 


Hope founded upon Faith can raiſe the Heart 
Above it {elf in Expectation 
Of what the Soul deſireth for its part! 
Then, when its time of: Tranfmigration 

Is delay'd longeſt, yet as patiently 

To wait, as if t were anſwer'd by and by. 


When Grief unweildy grows, Hope can abate 
The Bulk to what Proportion it will : 
So that a large Circumference of late 
A little Centre ſhall not reach to fall. 
Nor that, which Giant-like before did ſtrout, 
Be able with a Pigmy's Pace t hold out. 


Hope can diſperſe the thickeſt Clouds of Night, 

That Fear hath over{pread the Soul withal, _ 

And make the darkeit Shadows ſhine as bright, 

As the Sun-beams ſpread on a Silver Wall. 
Sin-ſhaken Souls Hope, Anchor like, holds ſteady, 

When Storm and Tempeſts make them more than 
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Love led by Faith, and fed with Hope, is able _ _— 
To travel through the World's wide Wilderneſs ; = 
And Burdens ſeeming mott intoterable - = 
Both to take up, and bear with Chearfulneſs. 5 
To do, or ſuffer, what appears in ſight 
Extreamly heavy, Love will make moſt light. 


Vea, what by Men is done, or ſuffered, 

Either for God, or elſe for one another, 

Though in it ſelf it be much blemiſhed 

With many Imperfections, which ſmother, 
And drown the Worth, and Weight of it; yet, fall 
What will, or can, Love makes amends for all. 


Love doth unite, and knit, both make, and keep 
Things one together, which were otherwiſe, 
Or would be both divers, and diſtant, Deep, 
High, long and broad, or whatſoever fize 

Eternity is of, or Happineſs, 

Love comprehends it all, be't more, or-leſs. 


Give me this threefold Cord of Graces then, | 
Faith, Hope and Love, let them poſſeſs mine Heart 
And gladly F'll refign to other Men 
All I can claim by Nature, or by Art. 
To mount a Soul, and make it till ſtand ſtable, 
Theſe are alone Engines incompazable. 
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To my Reverend Friend, 
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S JN, | 
Lov'd you for your Synagogue, before 
I knew your Perſon ; but now love you more ; 
Becauſe I find . 
It is ſo true a Picture of your mind: 
Which tunes your ſacred Lyre DE 
To that eternal Quire, 


Where holy Herbert tits 
O Shame to prophane Wits ) 


po ( 
And ſings his and your Anthems, to the praiſe 
Of him that is the firſt and laſt of Days. 
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Theſe holy Hymns had an Ethereal Birth: 
For they ean raiſe ſad Souls above the Earth, ; 


And 
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And fix them there | 

Free from the World's Anxieties and Fear. 
Herbert and you have Pow'r © 
To do this :-ev'ry Hour 
I read you kills a San, 

15 Or let's a Vertue in 
To fight againſt it; and the Holy Ghoft 
Supports my Frailties, Ieſt the day be loſt. 


This holy War, taught by your happy Pen, 
The Prince of Peace approves. When we poor Men 
Neglect our Arms, 
W' are circumveſted with a World of harms.“ 
| But I will watch and ward, | 
And ſtand upon my Guard, 
And ftill conſult with you, - 
And Herbert, and renew 
My Vowz, and ſay, well fare his, and your Heart, 
The Fountains of ſuch ſacred Wit and Art. | 


Iz, Vi. 


To 


—— 
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To his Ingenious Friend, 


The AUTHOR 


OF THE 


SYNAGOGUE: 


Upon his Additional 


Church- Utenſils. 


. 


O the cheap Touch-ſtone's bold 
To queſtion the more noble Gold; 
As I, at your Command, 
Put forth my bluſhing Hand 
To try theſe Raptures, ſent to my poor Teſt; 
But ſince your Queſtion's, Are they like the reſt 2 
I ſay they are the beſt : 
That once conceiv'd, the other is confeſt, 


But, Sir, now they are here, 
For to prevent a Female Jeer, 
Thus much affirm I do, 
They're like the F ather too 3 


And you like him whole ſublime Paths you tread, 


Herbert] to be like whom, who'd not be dead? 
Herbert ! whom when I read, 


I ſtoop at Stars that ſhine below my Head. 


Herbert! 
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Herbert! whoſe every Strain 

Twiſts holy Breaſts with happy Brain 
So that who ſtrives to be 
As Elegant as he, | 
Muft climb Mount Calv'ry for Parnaſſus Hill, 
And in his Saviour's Sides baptize his Quill z 
A Jordan fit t' inſtill 

A Saint-like Style, back'd with an Angel's Skill. 


He was our Solomon, 
And you are our Centurion; 
Our Temple him we owe, 
4 Our Synagogue to you: 
— Where if your Piety ſo much allow + 
That Structure with theſe Ornaments t' endow, 
| All good Men will avow, 
Your Syn'gogue, built before, is furniſht now. 


; "i 


S 1 R, 


* 
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STR, 


K N Wis I read your Lines, methinks I ſpy 


Churches, and Church-meg, and the af Hie- 


(rarchy. ' 
What potent Charms are theſe | You have the knack 


To make Men young again, and fetch Time back. 
T've loſt what was beftow'd on Fudah's Prince, 
And am now where I was thrice Five years fince. 
The mid- ſpace ſhrunk to nothing, Manners, Men, 
And Times, and all look juſt as they-did then. 
Rubbiſn and Ruin's vaniſh 'd, every where 

Order and Comlineſs afreſh appear. 2 
What cannot Poets do? They change with eaſe 


The Face of Things, and lead us as they pleaſe, 
Vet here's no Fiction neither. 


We may ſee. 
The Poet Prophet, his Verſe Hiſtory. 
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Mr. George H. Herbert. got. 


Fange Herbert was ben t the third Day of. 
April, in the Year of our Redemption, 


1593. The Place of his Birth was near 
to the Town of Montgomery, and in that 
Caftle that did then bear the Name of that Town 
and County; that Caſtile was then a Place of State 
and Strength, and had been ſucceſſively happy in 
the Family of the Herberts, who had long poſſeſt it: 
And with it, a plentiful Eſtate, and Hearts as Li- 
beral to their poor Neighbours. . A Family, that 
hath been bleſt with Men of remarkable Wil- 
dom, and a Willingneſs to ſerve their Country, and 
indeed, to do good to all Mankind; for which they 
are Eminent : But alas! this F amily did in the late 
Rebellion ſuffer extremely in their Eſtates; and 
the Heirs of that Caftle ſaw it laid level with that 
Earth that was too good to bury thoſe Wretches that 
were the cauſe of it. 
- The Father of our George, was Richard Herbert the 
Son of Edward Herbert, Knight, the Son-of Richard 
Herbert, Knight, the Son of the famous Sir Richard 
Herbert of Colebrook in the County of Monmouth, Ban- 
neret, who was the youngeſt Brother of that memo- 
rable William Herbert Earl of Pembroke, that liv'd in 
the Reign of our King 9 the. Fourth. 
: His 


FS EFF SE I 


His Mother was Magdalen Newport, the youngeſt 
Daughter of Sir Richard, and Siſter to Sir Francs New- 
port of High Arkall in the County of Salop, Knight, and 

Grand-farher of Francis Newport, Comptroller of his 
Majeſty's Houſhold. A Family that for their Loy- 

alty, have ſuffered much in their Eftates, and ſeen 
the Ruin of that excellent Strutture, where their 

Anceitors have long Jiv'd, and been memorable for 


their Hoſpitality. 


This Mother of George Herbert (of whoſe Perſon, : 


and Wiſdom, and Vertue, I intend to give a true Ac- 
count in a ſeaſonable place) was the happy Mother of 
feven Sons, and three Daughters, which ſhe would 
often ſay, was Job's Number, and Job's Diſtribution; as 
often bleſs God, that they were neither defective in 
their Shapes, or in their Reaſon ; and very often re- 
rove them that did not praiſe God for fo great a 
bleſſing. I ſhall give the Reader a ſhort Account of 
their Names, and not ſay much of their Fortunes. 
Edward the eldeſt was ficit made Knight of the Bath 
at that glorious time of our late Prince Henry's being 
inſtall 'd Knight of the Garter ; and after many Years 
uſeful Travel, and the Attainment of many Langua- 
ges, he was by King James ſent Ambaſſador Reſident 
to the then French King, Lewis XIII. There he con- 
tinued two Years; but he could not ſubject himſelf to 
a Compliance with the Humours of the Duke de Lui- 


nes, who was then the great and powerful Favorite, 


at Court; fo that upon a Complaint to our King, 
he was call'd back into England in ſome Diſpleaſure; 
but at his Return he gave ſuch an honourable Ac- 
count of his Employment, and fo juſtified his Com- 
portment to the Duke, and all the Court, that he 
was ſuddenly ſent back upon the ſame Embaſſy, from 
which he return'd in the beginning of the Reign of 
our good King Charles I. who made him firſt Baron 
of Caftle-Iſhand ; and not long after of Cherbery in the 
9 | County 
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Mr. George Herbert. 3 
County of Salop : He was, a Han of great Learning and 
Reaſon, as appears by his printed Book, de Veritate; and 
by hu Hiſtory of the Reign of King Henry VIIL and by 


ſeveral other Trades. 


The ſecond and third Brothers were Richard and. 
William; who ventur'd their Lives to purchaſe Ho- 
nour in the Wars of the Low Countries, and died Of- 
ficers in that Employment, Charles was the fourth, 
and died Fellow of New-College in Oxford, Henry was 


the fixth, who became a menial Servant to the Crown 


in the Days of King James, and hath continued to be 
ſo for fifty Years; during all which time he hath been 
Maſter of the Revels; a Place that requires a dili- 
gent Wiſdom, with which God hath bleſt him. The 
ſeventhfſSon was Thomas, who being made Captain of 
a Ship in that Fleet with which Sir Nobert Manſell was 
ſent againſt Algiers, did there ſhew-a fortunate and 
true Engliſh Valour, Of the three Siſters, I need not 
ſay more, than that they were all married to Perſons 
of Worth, and plentiful Fortunes, and liv'd to be Ex- 
amples of Vertue, and to do good in their Generations. 
now come to give my intended Account of 
George, who was the fifth of thoſe ſeven Brothers. 
George Herbert ſpent much of his Childhood in a 
ſweet Content under the Eye and Care of his pru- 


| dent Mother: and the Tuition of a Chaplain or Tu- 


tor to him and two of his Brathers in her awn Fa- 
mily (for ſhe was then a Widow) where he continued 
till about the Age of twelve Years ; and being at that 
time well inſtructed in the Rules of Grammar, he 
was not long after commended to the Care of Dr. 
Neale, who was then Dean of Veſtminſter; and by 
him to the Care of Mr. Ireland, who was then chief 
Maſter of that School, where the Beauties of his 
pretty Behaviour and Wit ſhin'd and became fo emi- 
nent and lovely in this his innocent Age, that he 


leem'd to be marked out for Piety, and to a 


1 
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4 "The LIFE of. © 
the Care of Heaven, and of a particular Angel to 
guard and guide him. And thus he continued in 


that School, till he came to be perfect in the learned 
Languages ; and eſpecially in the Greek Tongue, in 


which he after prov'd an excellent Critick. 


About the Age of Fifteen, he being then a King's 
Scholar, was elected out of that School for Trinity Col- 
lege in Cambridge, to which Place he was tranſplanted 


about the year 1608. And his prudent Mother well 


knowing that he might eaſily loſe, or leſſen that V ir- 
tue and Innocence which her Advice and Example 
had planted in his Mind; did therefore procure the 
generous and liberal Dr. Nevil, who was then Dean 
of Canterbury, and Maſter of that College, to take 
Him into his particular Care, and provide him a Tu- 
tor; which he did moſt gladly undertake, for he 
knew the Excellencies of his Mother, and how to va- 
lue ſuch a Friendſhip.  ' 

This was the Method of his Education, till he was 
ſetled in Cambridge, where we will leave him in his 


Study, till I have paid my promis'd account of his ex- 


cellent Mother, and I will endeavour to make it ſhort. 
I have told her Birth, ber Marriage, and the Num- 
ber of Children, and have given ſome ſhort account 
of them: I ſhall next tell the Reader, that her Huſ- 
band died when our George was about the Age of 
four Years, and that ſhe continued twelve Years a 
Widow : That ſhe then married happily to a noble 


Gentleman, the Brother and Heir of the Lord Dan- 


vers Earl of Danby, who did highly value both her 
Perſon and the moſt excellent Endowments of her 


Mind 
In this time of her Widowhood, ſhe being deſirous 


to give Edward her eldeſt Son, ſuch Advantages of 


Learning and other Education as might ſuit his Birth 
and Fortune, and thereby make him the more fit for 
the Service of his Country; did at his being of a fit 
Age 
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Mr. George Herbert. 5 


Age remove from Montgomery Caſtle with him, and 
ſome of her younger Sons to Oxford, and having en- 
tred Edward into Queen s- College, and provided him a 
tit Tutor, ſhe commended. him to his Care; yet ſhe 


continued there with him, and ſtill kept him in a mo- 


derate Awe of her ſelf, and fo much under her own 
Eye, as to lee and converſe with him daily; but ſhe 
managed this Power over him without any ſuch ri- 
gid Sourneſs, as might make her Company a Tor- 
ment to her Child, but with ſuch a Sweetneſs and 
Compliance with the Recreations and Pleaſures of 
Youth, as did incline him willingly to ſpend much of 
his Time in the Company of his dear and careful Mo- 
ther; which was to her a great Content; for ſhe would 
often ſay, That as our Bodies take a Neuriſhment ſutable 
to the Meat on which we feed; ſo our Souls do as inſenſibly 


take in Vice by the Example and Converſation with wick- 


ed Company: And. would therefore as often ſay, That 
Ignorance of Vice war the beſt Preſervationof Vertue, and 
that the very Knowledge of Wickedneſs was as Tinder to 
inflame and. kindle Sin, and to keep it burning © For theſe 
Reatons ſhe indeared him to her own Company, and 
continued with him in Oxford four years ; in which 
time her great and harmleſs Wit, her chearful Gravi- 


ty, and her obliging Behaviour, gain'd her an acquain- 
tance and friendſhip with moſt of any eminent Worth 


or Learning, that were at that time in or near that 
Univerſity : And particularly with Mr. John Donne, 


who then came accidentally to that Place, in this 


time of her being there: It was that Fohn Donne 
who was after Doctor Donne, and Dean of St. Paul's 
London, and he at his leaving Oxford writ and left 
there a Character of the Beauties of her Body and 


Mind); of the firſt, he ſays, 


No Spring nor Summer-Beauty has fuch Grace, 
AI have ſeen in an Autumnal Face. Ps 
| D 3 Of 


6 The LIFE 
Of the latter he ſays, 

In all her Words to every Hearer fit, 

You may at Revels, or at Council fit. 
I he reſt of her Character may be read in his print- 
ed Poems, in that Elegy which bears the Name of 
the Autumnal Beauty. For both he and ſhe were then 
paſt the Meridian of Man's Life. 
This Amity, begun at this time and place, was not 
an Amity that polluted their Souls, but an Amity made 
up of a Chain of ſuitable Inclinations and Vertues; 
an Amzty, like that of St. Chryſoſiom's to his dear and 
vertuous Olympias ; whom in his Letters he calls his 
Faint Oran Amity indeed more like that of St. Hie- 


rom to his Paula; whoſe Affection to her was ſuch, 


that he turn'd Poet in his old Age, and then made her 
Epitaph; wiſhing all hu Body were turn'd into Tongues, 
that be might declare her juſt Praiſes to Fuſterity.— And 
this Amity betwixt her and Mr. Donne was begun in 
a happy time for him, he being then near to the goth 
Year of his Age (which was ſome Years before he 
enter'd into ſacred Orders) a time when his Neceſſi- 
ties needed a daily Supply tor the Support of his Wife, 
leven Children and a Family: And in this time ſhe 
prov'd one of his moſt bountiful Bene factors; and he 
as grateful an Acknowledger of it. You may take 
one Teſlimomy for what I have ſaid of theſe two wor- 
thy Perſons, from this following Letter and Sonnet. 
Madam, 3 
Our Favours to me are every where; Iuſe them, and 
hate them. I enjoy them at London, and leave 
them there; and yet find them at Micham. Such Riddles 
as theſe become things unexpreſhble; and ſuch uw your 
Goodneſs. I was almoſt forry to find your Servant here 
thus Day,becauſe I was loth to have.any Witmeſs of my not 
coming Home laft Night, and indeed of my coming this 
Morning: But my not coming was excuſable,becauſe ear- 
neſt Buſineſs detain'd me; and my coming this Day, is fs 
| 7 
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Mr. George Herbert. 7 = 
the Example of your St. Mary Magdalen, who roſe earl) 
upon Sunday to ſeek that which fhe lor d moſt, aud ſo did 
J. And from her and my ſelf, I return ſuch Thanks as are 
due to one to whom we owe all the good Opinion, that they 
whom we need moſt, have of u—by ths Meſſenger, and 
on this good Day, I commit the incloſed Holy Hymns 
and Sonnets, (which for the Matter, not the Workmanſvip, 
have yet eſcap'd the Fire) to your Judgment, and to your 
Trotection too, if you think them worthy of it; and I 
have appointed this incloſed Sonnet te uſher them to your 
happy Hand. | 
Your unworthieſt Servant, 


. 
n 


Micham, Unleſs your accepting him, 
Fuly 11. 
1607. have mended him, 
JO. DONNE. 
To the Lady Magdalen Herbert, of 
St. Mary Magdalen. 


E R of your Name, whoſe fair Inheritance 
Bethina was, and Jointure Magdalo : 
An active Faith ſo highly did advance. 
That ſbe once knew, more than the Church did know, 
The Reſurrection; /o much Good there is 
Deliver'd of her, that ſome Fathers be 
Loth to believe one Woman could do this; 
But think thoſe Magdalens were two or three. 
Increaſe their Number, Lady, and their Fame: 
To their Devotion, add your Innocence: 
Take ſo much of th Example, as of the Name; 
The latter half ; and in ſome Recompence 


That they did harbour Chriſt himfelf, a Gueſt, 
Harbour theſs Hymns, to hi dear Name addreſs. 
D 4 Theſe 
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SEL of. . 
Theſe Hymns are now loſt to us; but doubtleſs they 
were ſuch, as they two now ſing in Heaven. 

There might be more Demonſtrations of the 
Friendſhip, and the many ſacred Indearments be- 
twixt theſe two excellent Perſons (for I have many 


of their Letters in my hand) and much more might 


be ſaid of her great Prudence and Piety : But my 


Deſign was not to write hers, but the Life of her Son; 


and therefore I ſhall only tell my Reader, that about 
that very Day twenty Years thar this Letter was da- 
ted, and ſent her, I ſaw and heard this Mr. John 
Donne (who was then Deanof St. Paul's) weep, and 
preach her Funeral Sermon, in the Parith-Church of 
Chelſey near London, where fhe now refts in her qui- 
et Grave, and where we muſt now leave her, and 
return to her Son George, whom we left in his Study 
in Cambridge. 

And in Cambridge we may find our George Herbert's 
Behaviour to be fuch, that we. may conclude, he 
conlecrared the Firft-fruits of his early Age to Ver- 
tue, and a ſerious ſtudy of Learning. And that he 
did lo, this following Letter and Sonnet, which were 
in the firſt Year of his going to Cambridge ſent his 
dear Mother for a New-Years Gitt, may appear to 
be ſome Teſtimony. g . 


But I fear the heat of my late Ague hath dryed up 
thoſe Springs, by which Scholars ſay the Muſes uſe to 
take up their Habitations. However, I need not their 
help to reprove the Vanity of thoſe many Love-Poems, 
that are daily writ and conſecrated to Venus; nor to be- 


wail that ſo few are writ that look towards God and 


Heaven. For my own part, my Meaning (dear Mother) 
is in theſe Sonnets to declare my Reſolution to he, That 
my foor Abilities in Poetry ſhall be all, and ever, con- 
ſecrated to God's Glory. And 


MY 


Mr. George Herbert. 
IN A 7 God, where is that ancient Heat tow*rds thee, 
Vperewith whole ſbowls of Martyrs once did burn, 


Beſides their other Flames ! Doth Poetry 


Wear Venus Livery ? only ſerve her turn? 

Why are not Sonnets made of thee ? and Lays 
Upon thine Altar burnt ? cannot thy Love 
Heighten a Spirit to ſound out thy Praiſe 

As well as any ſbe? cannot thy Dove 

Outſtrip their Cupid eaſily in flight ? 
Or fince thy Ways are deep, and ſtill the ſame; 
Will not a Verſe run ſmooth that bears thy Name ? 


Why doth that Fire, which by thy power and might, 


Each Breaſt does feel, no braver Fewel chuſe 
Than that, which one Day, Worms may chance 
£ | (refule 2 
Sure, Lord, there is enough in thee to dry 
Oceans of Ink ; for, as the Deluge did 
Cover the Earth, ſo doth thy Majeſty © 
Each Cloud diſtils thy Praiſe, and doth forbid 
Poets to turn it to another uſe. > 
Roſes and Lillies /peak thee z and to make 
A MA pair of Cheeks of them, u thy abuſe. 
Why ſhould I Women's Eyes for Cryſtal take? 
Such poor Invention burns in their low Mind 
Whoſe Fire is wild, and doth not upward go 
To praiſe, and on thee, Lord, ſome Iuk beſtow. 
Open the Bones, and you ſpall nothing find 
In the beſt Face but filth 3. when, Lord, in thee 


The Beauty lies inthe Diſcovery. | 
| G H. 


This was his Reſolution at the ſending this Letter 
to his dear Mother; about which time, he was in the 
17th Year of his Age; and as he grew older, fo he 
grew in Learning, and more and more in Favour both 
with God and Man : Infomuch, that in this Morning 
of that ſhort day of his Life, he ſeem'd to be mark d 


out for Vertue, and to become the Care of Heaven ; 
D 3 for 


for God ſtill kept his Soul in ſo holy a Frame, that 


be may, and ought to be a Pattern of Vertue to all 


Poſterity; and eſpecially to his Brethren of the Cler- 
SY, of which the Reader May expect à more exact 
Account in what will follow. 


I need not declare that he was a ſtrict Student, be- 


cauſe, that he was ſo, there will be many Teſtimonies 
in the future part of his Life: I ſhall therefore only 
tell that he was made Minor Fellow in the Year 1609. 
Batchelor of Art in the Year 1611, Major Fellow of the 
College, March 15, 1615. And that in that Year he was 
alſo made Maſter of Arts, he being then in the 22d 
Year of his Age; during all which time, all, or the 
greateſt. Diverſion from his Study, was the Practice 
of Mufick, in which he became a great Maſter; and 
of which he would ſay, Ibat it did relieve his drooping 
Spirits, compoſe hw diſtracted Thoughts, and raiſed his wea- 


ry Soul fo far above Earth, that it gave him an Earneſt of 


the Joys of Heaven before he poſſeſt them. And it may be 


noted, that from his firſt Entrance into the College, 


the generous Dr. Nevil was a Cheriſher of his Studies, 
and ſuch a Lover of his Perſon, his Behaviour, and 


the excellent Endowments of his Mind, that he took 


him often into his own Company; by which he con- 


firm'd his native Gentleneſs; and if during this time 


he expteſt any Error, it was, that he kept himſelf 
too much retir'd, and at too great a diſtance with all 
his Inferiors; and his Cloaths ſeem'd to prove, that 
he put too great a Value on his Parts and Parentage. 

This may be ſome Account of his Diſpoſition, and 
of the Employment of his Time, till he was Maſter of 
Arts, which was An. 1615. and in the Year 1619. he 
was choſen Orator for the Univerſity. His two pre- 
cedent Orators were Sir Robert Nanton, and Sir Fran- 
cis Netherſol : The firſt was not long after made Se- 
cretary of State; and Sir Francis, not very long after 


his being Orator, was made Secretary to the Lady 


Elizabeth. 
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M. George Herbert. as 
Elizabeth Queen of Bohemia ln this Place of Ora- 
tor, our George Herbert continued Eight Years; and 
manag'd it with as becoming and grave a Gaiety, as 
any had ever before, or ſince his time, For He had 
acquir'd great Lear ning, and was bleft with a high Fancy, 
a civil and ſbarp Wit, and with a natural Elegance, both 
in hu Behaviour, his Tongue and bu Pen. Of all which, 
there might be very many particular Evidences, but 
I will limit my ſelf to the mention of but Three. 

And the firſt notable Occaſion of ſhewing his fitneſs 
for this Employment of Orator was manifeſted in a 
Letter to King James, upon the Occaſion of his ſend- 
ing that Univeriity his Book, called Bafilicon Doron; 
and their Orator was to acknowledge this great Ho- 


nour, and return their Gratitude to his Majeſty for 


ſuch a Condeſcention; at the Cloſe of which Letter 


— 


he writ, 


Quid Vaticanum Bodleianumgz objiciis, hoſpes ? 
Unicus eſt nobis Bibliotheca Liber. | 
This Letter was writ in ſuch excellent Latin, was 


fo full of Conceits, and all the Expreſſions were ſo 
ſuited to the Genius of rhe King, that he enquir'd the 
Orator's Name, and then ask d Villiam Earl of Pem- 
broke if he knew him ? whoſe Anſwer was, That he knew 


him very well; and that he was his Finſman, but he Iov'd 
him more for his Learning and Vertue, than for that he was 
of his Name and Family. At which Anſwer the King 
ſmil'd, and ask'd the Earl leave, that he might love him 
too; for he took him to be the Jewel of that Univerſity. 
The next Occaſion that he had to ſhew his great 


| Abilities, was with them to ſhew allo his great Af- 
fection to that Church in which he received his Bap- 


tiſm, and of which he profeſt himſelf a Member; and 


the Occaſion was this: There was one Andrew Mel- 
vin, a Gentleman of Scotland, who was in his own 
Country poſſeſt with an Averſneſs, if not a Hatred, of 


Church-Government by Biſhops ;, and he ſeem'd to have 


the 


=” "me ˙ of 

the like averſneſs to our manner of Publick-Forſhip, 
and Church-Prayers and Ceremonies. | This Gentleman 
had travel'd France, and reſided ſo long in Geneva, as 


to have his Opinions the more confirm'd in him by 
the practice of that Place! from which he return'd 


into England ſome ſhort time before, or immediately 


after Mr. Herbert was made Orator. This Mr. Melvin 
was a Man of Learning, and was the Maſter of a 
great Wit; a Wit full of Anots and Clenches; a Wit 
ſharp and ſatyrical; exceeded, I think, by none of 
that Nation, but their Buchanan. At Mr. Melvin's 
return hither, he writ and ſcattered in Latin many 
Pieces of his Wit againſt our Altars, our Prayers, and 
our Publick Worſhip of God ; in which Mr, Herbert took 
Himſelf to be ſo much concern'd, that as faſt as Mei- 
vin writ and ſcatter d them, Mr. Herbert writ and 
ſcatter'd Anſwers, and Reflections of the ſame ſharp- 


neſs upon him and them; I think to the Satisfaction 
of all uningaged Perſons. But this Mr. Melvin, was 


not only fo buſy againſt the Church, but at laſt ſo 
bold with the Aing and State, that he rail'd and writ 
himſelf into the Tower ; at which time, the Lady Ara- 
bella was an innocent Priſoner there: And he pleas'd 
himſelf much in ſending the next day after his Com- 


mitment theſe two Verfes to the good Lady; which 


Iwill under-write, becauſe they may give the Reader 
a taſte of his others, which were like theſe, p 
Cauſa tibi mecum eſt communu, Carceris, Ara; 

Bella tibi cauſa eft, Araque ſacra mihi, 

I ſhall not trouble my Reader with an Account of 

his Enlargement from that Priſon, or his Death, but 

tell him Mr. Herbert's Verſes were thought ſo wor- 

thy to be preſerv'd, that Dr. Duport, the Learned 


Dean of Peterborough, hath lately collected, and caus'd ' 


them to be printed, as an honourable Memorial of his 
Friend Mr. George Herbert, and the Cauſe he under- 
took, | | 
4 And 
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And in order to my third and laſt Obſervation of 


his great Abilities, it will be needful to declare, that 
about this time King James came very often to hunt 


at New- Market and Royſton ; and was almoft as often 


invited to Cambridge, where his Entertainment was 
ſuited to his pleaſant Humor, (with the Comedies of 
Albumazey, Ignoramus, &c.) and where Mr. George Her- 
bert was to welcome him with Gratulations, and the 
Applauſes of an Orator, which he always perform'd fo 
well,that he ſtill grew more into the King's Favour ; 
inſomuch, that he had a particular Appointment to 
attend His Majeſty at Royſton, where after a Diſ- 
courſe with him, his Majeſty declar'd to his Kinſ- 
man the Earl of Pembroke, That he found the Orator's 
Learning and Wiſdom, much above his Age or Wit. The 
Year following, the King appointed to end his Pro- 
greſs at Cambridge, and to ſtay there certain Days; 
at which time he was attended by the great Seere- 
tary of Nature and all Learning, Sir Francis Bacon 
(Lord Verulam ) and by the ever memorable and 
learned Dr. Andrews Biſhop of Wincheſter, both which 
did at that time begin a defir'd Friendſhip with our 
Orator. Upon whom the firft put ſuch a Value on his 
udgment, that he uſually defir'd his Approbation, 
fore he would expoſe any of his Books to be prin- 
ted; and thought him fo worthy of his Friendſhip, 
that having tranſlated many of the Prophet David's 
Pſalms into Engliſh Verſe, he made George Herbert 
his Patron of them, by a publick Dedication of them 


to him, as the beſt Judge of Divine Poetry. And for 


the Learned Biſhop, it is obſervable, that at that 
time, there. fel] to be a modeſt Debate betwixt them * 
two about Predeſtination, and San@ity of Life; of both 


Which, the Orator did not long after {end the Biſhop 


ſome ſafe and ufeful A4phori/ms, in a long Letter writ- 
ten in Greek; which Letter was ſo remarkable for 
the Language and Matter, that after the reading of 

11. 
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it, the Biſhop put into his Boſom ; and did often ſnew 
it to many Scholars, both. of this and foreign Nati- 
ons; but did always return it back to the Place where 
he firſt lodg d it, and continued it ſo near his Heart, 
till the laſt Day of his Life. | 
Io theſe I might add the long and entire Friendſhip 

betwixt him and Sir Henry Wotton, and Dr. Donne, 
bur I have promis'd to contract my ſelf, and therefore 
only add one Teſtimony to what is alſo mentioned in 
the Life of Dr, Donne; namely, that a little before 
His Death, he cauſed many Seals to be made, and in 
them to be engraven the Figure of Ghrift crucified on 
an Anchor (the Emblem of Hope) and of which Dr. 
Donne would often ſay, Crux mihi Anchora.—Theſe 
Seals he gave or ſent to moſt of thoſe Friends on 
which he put a value; and at Mr. Herbert's Death 
| theſe Verſes were found wrapt up with that Seal 
which was by the Doctor given to him. 


When my dear Friend could write no more, 

He gave this Seal, and fo gave o er. 

When Winds and Waves viſe higheſt, I am ſure, 

Thu Anchor keeps my Faith, That me ſecure. 
At this time of being Orator, he had learnt to un- 
derſtand the Italian, Jae and French Tongues ve- 
ry perfectly; hoping that as his Predeceſſors, ſo he 
| — — in time attain the Place of Secretary of State, 
he being at that time very high in the King's Favour; 
and not meanly valued and lov'd by the moſt emi- 
-nent and moft powerful of the Court Nobility : This 
and the Love of a Court-Converſation mixt with a 
laudable Ambition to be ſomething more than he 
then was, drew him often from Cambridge to attend 
the King whereſoever the Court was, who then gave 
Him a Sine Cure, which fell into his Majeſty's Diſpo- 
fa}, Tthink, by the Death of the Biſhop of St. Aſapb. 
Ir was the fame, that Queen Elizabeth had formerly 
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his Life, and in which he ſays, 


given to her Favorite Sir Philip Sidney; and valued 
to be worth an Hundred and Twenty Pound per. Ann. 
With this, and. his Annuity, and the Advantage of 
his College, and of his Oratorſbip, he enjoy'd his gen- 
tile Humour for Cloaths, and Court-like Company, 
and ſeldom look'd towards Cambridge, unleſs the King 
were there, but then he never fail'd ; and at other 
times, left the Mannage of his Orator's Place, to his 
learned Friend Mr. Herbert Thorndike, who is now 
Prebend-of Weſtminſter. 8 
I may not omit to tell, that he often defign'd to 
leave the Univerſity, and decline all Study, which he 
thought did impair his Health; for he had a Body 
apt to a Conſumption, and to Fevers, and other Infirmi- 
ties which he judged were 1ncreas'd. by his Studies; 
for he would often ſay, He had too thoughtful a Vit; 
a Wit, like a Penknife in too narrow a Sheath, too ſharp 
for his Body. But his Mother would by no means al- 
low him to leave the Univerſity, -or to Travel ; to 
which, tho' he inclin'd very much; yet he would by 
no means ſatisfy his own Defires at ſo dear a rate, as 
to prove an undutiful Son to ſo affectionate a Mother; 
but did always ſubmir to her Wiſdom : And what 
have now ſaid, may partly appear in a Copy of Verſes 
in his printed Poems; 'tis one of thoſe that bears the 
Title of Aiction: And it appears to be a pious Re- 
flection on God's Providence, and ſome Paſſages of 


X Hereas my Birth and Spirit rather took 
Ide Way that takes the Town: 

Thou did'ſt betray me to a lingring Book, 
And wrapt me in a Gown. f 

I was entangled in a World of Strife, 

Before I had the Power to change my Life. 

let, for I threatned oft the Siege to raiſe, 

Not ſimpring all mine Age: 


Bon 
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= Thou often did'ſt with Academick Praiſe 
Melt and diſſolve my Rage; 


T took the ſweetned Dill; till I came where ans 
T could not gu away, nor perſevere. Mol 
Let, leſt-perchance, T-ſhould too happy be Con 
| In my Unhappineſs ; | ther 
Turning my Purge 10 Food, thou throweſt me Iy © 
Into more Sickneſſes, laſt, 

Thus doth thy Power-croſs-bias me, not making ſerv 
Thine own Gifts good; yet me from my ways taking. I 
Now I am here, what thou wilt do with me Frie 
None of my Books will ſhew : ders 
Tread, and figh, and wiſh J were a Tree, Emp 
For then ſure I ſhould grow exce 

To fruit or ſbade; at leaſt, ſome Bird would truſt whis 
Her Houſbold with me, and Iwould be juſt, __ 
Yet, though thou troubleſt me, I muſt be meek ; 1 51 
In Weakneſs muſt be ſtout: | the / 
Well, I will change my Service, and go ſeek „ 
Some other Maſter out: 1 
Ah my dear God ! though I am clean forgot, Gods 
Let me not love thee, if I love thee not. . 35 fb 
In this time of Mr, Herbert's Attendance and Ex- Chri/ 
pectation of ſome good Occaſion to remove from king 
Cambridge to Court; God, in whom there is an un- lowin 
ſeen Chain of Cauſes, did in a ſhort time put an end Wo 
to the Lives of two of his moſt obliging and moſt ſtanc: 
powerful Friends, Lodowick Duke of Richmond, and Vert 
James Marqueſs of Hamilton; and not long after him he w: 
King Fames died alſo, and with them all Mr. Her- I can 
bert's Court- hopes: So that he preſently betook Deac 
himſelf to a Retreat from London,toa Friend in Kent, Linco 
where he liv'd very privately, and was ſuch a Lover, in th. 

of Solitarineſs, as was judg'd to impair his Health, this 
more than his Study had done. In this time of Re- ſhop 
tirement, he had many Conflicts with himſelf, whe- ſhew 


ther 
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ther he ſhould return to the painted Pleaſures of a 


Court - Life, or betake himſelf to a Study of Divinity, 


and enter into facred Orders? (to which his dear 


Mother had often perſuaded him.) Theſe were ſuch 
Conflicts, as they only can know, that have endur d 
them; for ambitious Defires, and the out ward Glo- 
ry of this World, are not eafily laid afide; but at 
laſt, God inclin'd him to put on a Reſolution to 
ſerve at his Altar. | 25, 
He did at his return to London, acquaint a Court 
Friend with his Reſolution to enter into ſacred Or- 
ders, who perſuaded him to alter it, as too mean an 
Employment, and too much below his Birth, and the 


excellent Abilities and Endowments of his Mind. To 


which he reply'd, It hath been formerly judg'd, that the 
Domeſtick Servants of the King of Heaven, ſhould be of 
the nobleſt Families on Earth, and though+he Iniquity of 


te late Times have made Clergy-men meanly valued, and 
the ſacred Name of Prieſt contemptible ; yet Iwill labour 


to make it honourable, by conſecrating all my Learning, 
and all my poor Abilities, to advance the Glory of that 
God that gave them; knowing, that I can never do too much 


for him, that hath done ſo much for me, as to make mea 


Chriſtian. And I will labour to belike my Saviour, by ma- 
king Humility lovely in the Eyes of all Men, and by fol- 
lowing the merciful and meek Example of my dear Jeſus. - 

This was then his Reſolution, and the God of Con- 


ſtancy, who intended him for a great Example of 


Vertue, continued him in it; for within thar year 
he was made Deacon ; but the day when, or by whom 
I cannot learn; but that he was about that time made 
Deacon, is moſt certain; for I find by the Records of 
Lincoln, that he was made Prebend of Layton Eccleſia, 
in the Diocels of Lincoln, Fuly 15, 1626. and that 
this Prebend was given him by John then Lord Bi- 
ſhop of that See. And now he had a fit Occaſion to 
ſhew that Piety and Bounty that was deriv'd _ 
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his generous Mother, and his other-memorable An- 


ceſtors, and the Occaſion was this. 
This Layton Eccleſia, is a Village near to Spalden in 
the County of Huntington, and the greateſt part of 


the Pariſh-Church was fallen down ;.. and that of it 


which ſtood, was ſo decayed, ſo little, and fo uſeleſs, 
that the Pariſhioners could not meet to perform their 
Duty to God in publick Prayer and Praiſes; and thus 
it had been for almoſt Twenty Years, in which time 
there had been ſome faint Endeavours for a publick 
Collection, to enable the Pariſhioners to rebuild it; 
but with no Succeſs till Mr. Herbert undertook it; 
and he, by his own, and the Contribution of many 
of his Kindred and other noble Friends, undertook 
the Re-edification of it; and made it ſo much his 
whole Buſineſs, that he became reſtleſs, till he ſaw 


it finiſn d, as it now ſtands:; being, for the Workman- 
ſhip, a coſtly Moſaick ; for the Form, an eæadt Croſs;. 
and for the Decency and Beauty, I am aſſur'd it is 


the moſt remarkable Pariſn· Church, that this Nation 
affords. He liv'd to ſee it ſo wainſcoted, as to be ex- 
ceeded by none; and by his Order, the Reading- 
Pew and Pulpit were a little diſtant from each other, 
and both of an equal height; for he would often ſay, 
They ſoould neither have a Precedency or Priority of the 
ot her; but that Prayer and Preaching being equally 
uſeful, might agree like Brethren, and have an equal 
Honour and Eſtimation. 

Before I proceed farther, I muſt look back to the 
time of Mr, Herbert's being made Prebend, and tell 
the Reader, that not long after, his Mather being 
inform'd of his Intentions to re-build that Church, 
and apprehending the great Trouble and Charge 
That he was like to draw upon himſelf, his Relations 
and Friends, before it could be finiſht ; ſent for him 
| from London to Cheley (where ſhe then dwelt) and at 

his coming, ſaid—George, I ſent for you, to perſuade 
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you to conmit Simony,by giving your Patron as good a Gift 
as be hath given to you; namely, that you give him back 
bis Prebend; for, George, it is not for your weak Bod 
and empty Purſe, to undertake to build Churches. Of 
which, he defir'd he might have a Days time to can- 
ſider, and then make her an Anſwer : And at his re- 
turn to her at the next Day, 'when he had firſt deſir'd 
her Bleſſing, and ſhe given it him, his next Requeſt 
was, That ſhe would at the Age of Thirty Three Years, 
allow him to become an undutiful Son; for be had made 
a Vow to God, that if be were able, he would re-build that 
Church : And then ſhew'd her ſuch Reaſons for his 
Reſolution, that ſhe preſently ſubſcribed to be one 
of his Bene factors; and undertook to ſolicit William 


Earl of Pembrooke to become another, who ſubſcribed 


for 50 l. and not long after, by a witty, and perſuafive 
Letter from Mr. Herbert, made it 50 l. more. And 
in this Nomination of {ome of his Benefactors, James 
Duke of Lenox, and his Brother Sir Henry Herbert, 
ought to be remembred ; as alſo the Bounty of Mr. 
Nicholas Farrer, and Mr. Arthur Woodnot ; the one a 
Gentleman in the Neighbourhood of Layton, and the 
other a Gold-{mith in Faſter-laue, London, ought not 
to be forgotten : For the Memory of ſuch Men ought 
to out- live their Lives. Of Mr. Farrer, I ſhall here- 
after give account in a more ſeaſonable place; but 
before I proceed farther, I will give this ſhort Ac- 
count of Mr. Arthur Woodnot. 

He was a Man that had conſider'd, over-grown E- 


| ates do often require more Care and Watchfulneſs 


to preferve, than get them; and conſider d that there 
be many Diſcontents, that Riches cure not; and did 
therefore ſet Limits to himſelf as to defire of Wealth: 
And having attain'd ſo much as to be able to ſhew 
ſome Mercy to the Poor, and preſerve a Competence 
for himſelf, he dedicated the remaining part of his 


Lite to the Service of Gad; and being uleful for his 


Friends: 


Y 
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Friends: And he proved ſo to Mr. Herbert; for ber 
fides his own Bounty, he collected and return'd. moſt 


of the Money that was paid forthe Rebuilding of that. 
Church ; 'he kept all the Account of the. Charges, 


and would often go down to ſtate them, aud ſee all 


the Workmen paid. When I have ſaid, that this good 
Man was a uleful Friend to Mr. Herbert's Father, 


and to-his Mother, and continued to be ſo to him, 
till he clos'd his Eyes on his Death-bed ; I will for- 
bear to ſay more, till I have the next fair Occaſion to 
mention the holy Friendſhip that was betwixt him 
and Mr. Herbert— From whom Mr. Wogdnot carried 


to his Mother this follewing Letter, and deliver'd it 
to her in a Sickneſs which was not long before that 


which prov*d to be her laſt, 


A Letter of Mr. George Herbert to his 
Mot her, in her Sickneſs. 
Madam, . 5 
Al my laſt parting from you I was the better content, 
4 becauſe I was in hope I ſhould my ſelf carry all Sick- 


: neſs out of your Family; but ſince I know I did not, and 


that your ſhare continues, or rather encreaſeth, I wiſh ear- 


neſt ly that I were again with you; and would quickly make 


good my Wiſh, but that my Employment does fix me here, 
being now but a Month to our Commencement: Where- 
in, my Abſence by how much it naturally augmenteth Suſ- 
picion, by ſo much ſhall it make my Prayers the more con- 
ſtant and the more earneſt for you to the God 54 all conſo- 
lation In the mean time I beſeech you to be chearful, and 


comfort your ſelf in the God of all Comfort, who is not wil- 


ling to behold any ſorrow but for Sin--What bath Aflict ion 
grievous in it more than for a Moment? or why ſhould our 
AfftiFions here have ſo much power or boldneſs as to oppoſe 
the Hope of our Joys hereafter?--- Madam! As the Earth 
ic hut a Point in reſpect of the Heavens, ſo are earthly 


Troubles compar d to heavenly Foys ; therefore, if either 
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Mr. George Herbert. "le. 
Age or Sickneſs lead you to thoſe Joys, conſider what Ad- 


vantage you have over Youth and Health, who are now 
o near thoſe true Comfort — Your laſt Letter gave me 


an Earthly Preferment, and kept Heavenly for your ſelf | 


But wou d you divide and chuſe too? Our College Cu- 
ſtoms allow not that, and I ſhould account my ſelf moſt 
happy, if I might change with you; for I have always 
obſerv'd the Thred of Life to he like other Threds or Skenes 
of Silk, full of Snarls and Incumbrances : Happy is be, 
whoſe bottom is wound up and laid ready for work in the 
New Jeruſalem—— For my ſelf, dear Mother, I always 
fear'd Sickneſs more than Death; becauſe Sickneſs hath 
made me unable to perform thoſe Offices for which I came 
into the World, and muſt yet be kept in it; but you 
are free'd from that Fear, who have already abundantly 
diſcharg'd that part, having both ordered your Family, 


and ſo brought up your Children that they have attain d 


to the Years of Diſcretion, and competent Maintenance 
vo that now if they do not well, the Fault cannot be 
charg d on you ; whoſe Example and Care of them will 
juſtify you both to the World and your own Conſcience 5 
inſomuch, that whether you turn your Thoughts on the 
Life paſt, or on the Joys that are to come, you have 
firong Preſervatives againſt all diſquiet ——— And for 
temporal Afflictions ! I beſeech you conſider all that can 
happen to you are either Aſlictions of Eſtate, or Body, 
or Mind For thoſe of Eſtate, of what poor regard 
ought they to be, ſince if we had Riches we are comman- 
ded to give them away? So that the beſt uſe of them is, 
having, not to have them But perhaps being above 
the common People, our Credit and Eſtimation calls on us 
ro live in a more ſplendid Faſhion : But, Oh God ! 
bow eafily is that anſwered, when we conſider, that the 
Bleſſmgs in the holy Scripture are never given to the Rich, 


| but to the Poor. I never find Bleſſed be the Rich, or Bleſ- 


fed be the Noble; but Bleſſed be the Meek, and Bleſ- 


led be the Poor, and Bleſſed be the mung 
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Let your Moderation appear to all Men, the Lord i 
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they ſhall be comforted And yet, Oh God ! moſt car. 


ry themſelves fo as if they not only not defir'd, but even 


Fear d to be bleſſed— And for Afflidions of the Body, dear 
Madam, remember the holy Martyrs of God, how they 
. have been burnt by Thouſands, and have endur'd ſuch 
other Tortures, as the very mention of them might beget 
Amazement; but their fiery Trials have had an End: And 
yours (which praiſed be God are leſs) are not like to con- 
tinue long I beſeech you let ſuch Thoughts as theſe mo- 
derate your preſent Fear and Sorrow ;, and know, that if 
any of yours ſhould prove a Goliah-like Trouble, yet you 
may ſay with David, — That God who hath delivered 
me out of the Paws of the Lion and Bear, will alſo 
deliver me out of the Hands of this uncircumciſed 
Philiſtin—Laſfily, for thoſe Affii4ions of the Soul, con- 
der that God intends that to be as a ſacred Temple for 
himſelf to dwell in, and will not allow any room there for 
ſuch an Inmate as Grief ; or allow that any Sadneſs ſpall 
be this Competitor. And above all, if any Care of future 
Things moleſt you, remember thoſe admirable Words of the 
Pſalmiſt, Pſal. 55. Caſt thy Care on the Lord and he 
mall nouriſh thee. To which joyn that of St. Peter, 
1 Pet. 5. 7. Caſting all your Care on the Lord, for he 
careth for you. bat an admirable thing uz this, that 
God puts his Shoulder to owr Burthen, and entertains our 
Care for us, that we may the more quietly intend his Ser- 
vice. Io conclude, let me commend only one place more 
zo you, (Phil. 4. 4.) St. Paul ſaith there, Rejoyce in the 
Lord always, and again I lay rejoyce. He doubles it 
to take away the Scruple of thoſe that might ſay, What ſhall 
we rejoyce in Afictions? Tes, I ſay again rejoyce; ſo that 
it is not left to us to rejoyce or not rejoyce; but whatſoever 
 befalls as, we muſt always, at all times rejoyce in the Lord, 
who taketh care for us: And it follows in the next * ; 
$ 

at hand; be careful for nothing. / Hat can be ſaid more 
comfortably ? Trouble not your ſelves, God is at hand 
to 
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Mr. George Herbert. 23 
ro deliver us from all, or in all. Dear Madam, pardon 
my Boldneſs, and accept the good meaning of, 


Trin. Col. Your moſt obedient Son, 
May 29. 
1622. George Herbert. 


About the Lear 1629. and the 3 4th of his Age, 
Mr. Herbert was ſeiz d with a ſharp Quotidian Aue, 
and thought to remove it by the change of the Air; 
to which end, he went to Voodford in Eſſex, but thi- 
ther more chiefly to enjoy the Company of his belov'd 
Brother Sir Henry Herbert, and other Friends then of 
that Family. In his Houſe he remain'd about twelve 
Months, and there became his own Phyſician, and 
cur'd himſelf of his Ague, by forbearing Drink, and 


not eating any Meat, no not Mutton, nor a Hen, or 


Pidgeon, unleſs they were ſalted ; and by ſuch a con- 
ſtant Diet he remov'd his Ague, but with Inconveni- 
encies that were worſe; for he brought upon himſelf 
a Diſpoſition to Rheums, and other Weakneſſes, and 


a ſuppoſed Conſumption. And it is to he noted, that 


in the ſharpeſt of his extream Fits, he would often 
ſay, Lord, abate my great Afflidion, or increaſe my F 
tience; but, Lord, I repine not; I am dumb, Lord, be- 
fore thee, becauſe thou doſt it. By which, and a ſancti- 


- 


fied Submiſſion to the Will of God, he ſhewed he was 


inclinable to bear the ſweet Yoke of Chriſtian Diſci- 
pline, both then, and in the latter part of his Life, of 
which there will be many true Teſtimonies. 
And now his Care was to recover from his Con- 
ſumption by a Change from Voodford into ſuch an 
Air as was moſt proper to that End. And his remove 
was from Woodford to Damſey in Wiltſhire, a noble 
Houſe which ſtands in a choice Air, the Owner of it 
then was the Lord Danvers Earl of Danby, who lov'd 
Mr. Herbert ſo very much, that he allow'd him ſuch 
"2 an 
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an Apartment 1n it, as might beſt ſute Mr. Herbert's 
Accommodation and Liking. And in this place, by,a 
ſpare Diet, declining all perplexing Studies, moderate 
Exerciſe, and a chearful Converſation, his Health was 
apparently improv'd to a good degree of Strength 
and Chearfulneſs: And then he declared his Reſoluti- 
on both to marry, and to enter into the Sacred Or- 
ders of Prieſthood: Theſe had long been the defires 
of his Mother, and his other Relations; but ſhe liv'd 
Not to ſee either, for ſhe died in the Year 1627. And 
though he was diſobedient to her about Layton 
Church, yet in Conformity to her Will, he kept his 
Fellowſhip in Cambridge, and Bis Orator's Place, till 
after her death; and then preſently declin'd both : 
And the laſt the more willingly, that he might be 
| Tucceeded by, his Friend Robert Creighton, who was 
Dr. Creighton, and the worthy Biſhop of Fells. 

I ſhall now proceed to his Marriage; in order to 
which,it will be convenient, that I firit give the Rea- 
der a ſhort view of his Perſon, and then, an Account 
of his Wife, and of ſome Circumſtances concerning 
both--- He was for his Perſon of a Stature inclining to- 
wards Taleneſs ; his Body was very ſtraight, and fo far 
from being cumbred with too much Fleſh, that he was lean 
to an extremity. His Aſpedt was chearful, and his Speech 
and Motion did both declare him a Gentleman, for they 
were all ſo meek and obliging, that they purchaſed love 
and reſpect from all that knew him. 

Theſe, and his other viſible Vertues, begot him ſo 
much love from a Gentleman of a noble Fortune, and 
a near Kinſman to his Friend the Earl of Danby ; 
namely, from Mr. Charles Danvers of Bainton, in the 
County of Wilts, Eſq; That Mr. Danvers having 
known him long and familiarily, did ſo much affect 
him, that he often and publickly declar'd a deſire 
that Mr. Herbert would marry any of his Nine Daugh- 
ters (for he had ſo many) but rather his Daughter 
E L058 | Fane 
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Jane than any s._ becauſe Jane was bis beloved © 


Daughter; And he had often ſaid tile fame to Mr. Ner- 
gert himſelf 5 And that if he could like her for à Wife 

and ſhe him for a Husband, June ſhould have a dou. 
ble Bleſling; and Mr. Danvers had fo often ſaid the 
like to Jane, and fo” much commended Mr. Herbert 
to her, that Jane became fo much a Platonick, as to 


fall in Love with Mr. Herbert unſeen... ag 
This was a fair Preparation for a Marriage ; but ar 
las, her Father died before Mr. #erbert's Retiremen 
to Dam ſel; yet ſome Friends to both Parties pic 
their Meeting; at which time a mũtual Affection en- 
tred into both their Hearts, as a Conqueror enters into 
a ſurprized City; and Love having got ſuch Poſſeſ- 
ſion, govern'd and made there ſuch Laws and Reſolu- 
tions, as neither Pafty was able to reſiſt; inſomuch 
that ſhe chang'd her Name into Herbert, the third Day 
after this firſt Interview. F 

This haſte might in others be thought a Love-frenſys 
or worle ; But it was not; for they had woed to like 
Frinces as to have ſelect Proxies; ſuch as were true 
Friends to both Parties; ſuch as well underſtood 
Mr. Herbert's and her Temper of Mind; and alſo 
their Eſtates ſo well before this Interview, that the 
Suddennelſs was juilinable by the ſtricteſt Rules of Pru- 
dence: And the more, | becauſe it prov'd fo happy 
to both Parties; for the eternal Lover of Mankind 
made them happy in each others mutual ang equal 
Affections and Compliance; indeed ſo happy, that 
there was never any Oppoſition betwixt them, un: 
leſs it were a Conteſt which ſhould molt incline to a 
Compliance with the others Defires. And though 
this begot and continued in them ſuch a mutual Love 
and Joy, and Content, as was no way defective ; yer 
this mutual Content and Love, and ), did receive a 
daily Augmentation, by ſuch daily Ohligingneſs to 
each other, as flill added ſuch new Affluences to the 
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former Fulneſs of theſe Divine Souls, as was only im- 
-provable in Heaven, where they now enjoy it. 9 
About three Months after his Marriage, Dr. Curle, 


who was then Rector of Bemerton in Viliſbire, was 


made Biſhop of Bath and Wells, and not long after tran- 


{lated to Wincheſter, and by that means the Preſtntati- 


on of a Clerk to Bemerton did not fall to the Earl of 
Pembroke (who was the undoubted Patron of it) but 


to the King, by reafon of Dr. Curle's Advancement; 
but Philip then Earl of Pembroke (for William was lately 
dead) requeſted the King to beſtow it upon his Kinf- 
man George Herbert, and the King ſaid, Moſt willingly 
Zo Mr. Herbert, if it be worth hs, Acceptance: And the 
Earl as willingly and ſuddenly ſent it him, without 
ſeeking ; but though Mr. Herbert had formerly put 


on a Reſolution for the Clergy ;* yet, at receiving 


this Preſentation, the Apprehenſion of the laſt great 
Account that he was to make for the Cure of ſo ma- 
ny Souls, made him faſt. and pray often, and conſider 


For not Jeſs than a Month: In which time he had 


fome Relolutions to decline buth the Prieſthood, and 
that Living. And in this time of conſidering, He en- 
aur'd (as he would often ſay) ſuch Spiritual Conflits, as 
none can think, but o thoſe that have endur'd them. 

In the midſt of thoſe Conflicts, his old and dear 


Friend Mr. Arthur Woodnot took a Journey to ſalute 


him at Bainton (where he then was with his Wive's 
Friends and Relations) and was joyful to be an Eye- 
witnels of his Health, and happy Marriage. And after 
they had rejoyc'd together ſome few Days, they took 
a Journey to Vilton, the famous Seat of the Earls of 
Fembroke ; at which time the King, the Earl, and the 
whole Court were there, or at Sa/zbury, which is near 
to it. And at this time Mr. Herbert preſented his 
Thanks to the Earl for his Preſentation to Bemerton, 


but had not yet reſolv'd to accept it, and told him 


the Reaſon why; but that Night the Earl acquainted 
| Ss 1 Dr. 
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Mr. George Herbert. 27 
Dr. Laud, the Archbiſbop of Canterbury, with his Kin- 
man's Irteſolut ion. And the Biſhop did the next Day 


ey ſo. convince. Mr. Herbert, That the Refuſal of it was a 
as Sin, that a Taylor was {ent for to come ſpeedily from 
t- Salubury to Vilton, to take meaſure and make him 
1 Canonical Cloaths againſt next Day; which the Taylor 


of did, and Mr. Herbert being ſo habited, went with his 

dis Preſentation to the learned Dr. Daverant, who was 

T then Aer of ,Salubury, and he gave him Iuſlitution 
7 


ly. immediately (for Mr. Herbert had been made Deacon 
f- ſome Years before) and he was alſo the ſame Day 
ly (which was April 26, 1630.) inducted into the good, 
1E and more pleaſant than healthful Parſonage of Bemer- 
ut ton, Which is a Mile from Salubury. | 
ut © I have now brought him to 4 Parſonage of Be 
1g * merton, and to the 36th Year of his Age, and muſt 
at © {top here, and beſpeak the Reader to prepare for an 
a- * almoſt incredible Story, of the great Sanctity of the 
er * ſhort remainder of his holy Life; a Life ſo full of 
ad * Charity, Humility, and all Chriſtian Vertues, that it 
nd * deſerves the Eioquence of St. Chryſoſtom to commend 
- and declare it! A Life ! that if it were related by a 
as Pen like his, there would then be no need for this 

Age to look back into Times paſt for the Examples 
ar © of Primitive Piety; for they might be all found in 
Ire the Life of George Herbert, But now, alas, who is fit 
e's © to undertake it? I confeſs I am not: And am not 
e- pleas'd with my ſelf that I muſt ; and profeſs my ſelf 
ter * amaz'd, When I conſider how few of the Clergy liv'd 
ok © like him then, and how many live. ſo unlike him 
of | * now: But ir becomes not me to cenſure; my Deſign 
he * js rather to aſſure the Reader, that I have uſed very 
ar great Diligence to inform my ſelf, that I might iu- 
his form him of the Truth of what follows ; and tho? L 
In, * cannot adorn it with Eloquence, yet I will do it with 
bo * Sincerity, 
te 
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When at his Induction he was ſhut into Bemerton 


Church, being left there alone to toll the Bell, as the 
Law requires him: He ſtaid ſo much longer than an 
ordinary time, before he return'd to his Friends that 
laid expecting him at the Church-door, that his 


Friend, Mr. Woodnot, looked in at the Church- Win- 


dow, and faw him lie proftrate on the Ground before 
7 Pl ( as he after 
told Mr. Voodnot) he ſet ſome Rules tb himſelf, for 
the future manage of his Life, and then and there 


the Altar: At which Time and Place 


made a Vow to labour to keep them. 


And the ſame Night that he had his Induction, he 
ſaid to Mr. F'oodnot, I now look back upon my aſpiring. 


Thoughts, and think my ſelf more happy than if I Dad at- 
tain d what I fo ambitiouſly thirſted Fin And I can now 
behold the Court with an impartial Eye, and ſee plainly, 
that it it mageup of Fraud, and Titles, and Flattery, and 
many other ſuch empty imaginary painted Pleaſures : Plea- 
fares that are ſo empty, as not to-ſatufy when they are en- 
jay d: hut in God, and hi Service, is a Fullneſs of all Joy 
and Pleafure, and:a:o-Satiety : And I will now uſe all my 
Endeavours to bring my Relations and Dependants to a 
love and reliance on him, ho never fails thoſe that truſt 


bim. But above all, I will be ſure to live well, becauſe the 


vertuous Life of a Clergy-man the moſt powerful Elo- 
quence to perſuade all that ſee it to reverence and love, and 
at leaft to deſie to live like him, And this I will do, be- 
enuſe I know we live in an Age that hath more need of good 
Examples than Precepts. And Ibeſtech that God, who hath 
honour'd me fo much as to call me to ſerve at his Altar; 


that as by his ſpecial Grace he hath put into my, Heart 
theſe good Deſires ani Reſolutions, ſo. he will by his afiiſt- 


ing Grace give me ghoſtly Strength to-bring the ſame to 
good effect : And that my bumble aud charitable Life may 


fo win upon others, as to bring Glory to my JES US, 


whom 1 have this Day taken for my Maſter and Go- 
vernor; and am ſo proud of his Service, that I will always 
| obſerve, 
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Mr. George Herbert. 29 
obſerve, and obey and do his will, and always call him Je- 
Tus my Maſter : Aud I will always contemn my Birth, 
or any Title or Dignity that can be conferr'd upon me, 
when 1 ſhall compare them with .myTitle of being a Prieſt, 
and ſerving at the Altar of Jeſus. my. Maſter. 

And that he did ſo, may appear in many parts of his 


Book of Sacred Poems; eſpecially, in that which he 


calls the Odour. In which he ſeems to rejoyce in the 
Thoughts of that word Jeſis, and ſay that the add- 
ing thele words, My Maſter, to it, and the often Repe- 
tition of them, ſeem'd taperfume his Mind, and leave 
an Oriental Fragrancy in his very Breath. And for 
his unforced Choice to ſerve at God's Altar, he ſeems 
in another place of his Poems (the Pearl, Mat. 13.) to 
rejoyce and ſaj He knew the ways of Learning; knew 
what Nature does willingly; and what when tis forced by 
Fire; knew the ways of Honour, and when. Glory inclines 


tbe Soul to noble Expreſſions ;, knew the Court ; knew the 


ways of Pleaſure, of Love, of Wit, of Muſick, and upon 
what Terms. be declined all theſe for the Service of his 
Maſter JES Us; and concludes ſay ing, 


That, through theſe Labyrinths, not my groveling Wit 


But thy Silk-twiſt, let down from Heaven to me; 
Did both conduit, and teach me, how by it, 
a Iso climb to thee, 

The third day after he was made Rector of Bemer* 
ton, and had chang'd his Sword and filk Cloarhs into 
a Canonical Coat; he return'd fo habited with his 
Friend Mr. Voodnot to Bainton And immediately at- 
ter he had ſeen and ſaluted his Wife, he ſaid to her, 


Du are now a Miniſter's Wife, and muſt now ſo far forget 


your Father's Houſe, as not to claim a Precedence of any of 
your Pariſhioners ; for you are to know, that a Prieſt's Wife 
can, challenge no I'recedence or Place, but that which ſhe 
purchaſes by her obliging Humility ; and Jam ſure, Places 


fo purchaſed do beſt become them. And let me tell you, 


E 3 Tha. .-- 
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That 1 am ſo good a Herald, ar to aſſure you that this is 
Truth. And ſhe was fo meek a Wife, as to aſſure him it 

was no vexing News 10 her, and that he ſhould ſee her ab- 
erte it with a thearful Willingneſs. And indeed her un- 


forc'd Humility, that Humility that was in her ſo ori- 


ginal, as to be born, with her, made her fo happy as 
to do ſo; and her doing ſo. begor her an unfeign d 
Love, and a ſerviceable Reſpect from all that convetſ- 
ed with her; and this Love follow'd her in all Places, 
as imleparably as Shadows follow the Subſtance in Sun- 
mine. MET” | 50 


Bemerton, to view the Church, and repair the Chancel, 
and indeed to re-build almoſt three parts of his Houſe, 
which was fall'n down or decay'd by reaſon of his Pre- 
deceſſors living at a better Parſonage-Houſe, namely, 
at Minas, 16 or 20 Miles from this Place. At which 
"time of Mr. Herbert's coming alone to Bemerton, there 
came to him a poor Old Woman, with an Intent to 
gz acquaint him with her neceſſitous Condition, as alſo 
with ſome Troubles of her Mind; but after ſhe had 
ſpoken ſome few Words to him, ſhe was ſurpriz'd 
with à Fear, and that begot a Shortneſs of Breath, ſo 
that her Spirits and Speech fail'd her, which he per- 
ceiving, did ſo compaſſionate her, and was ſo humble, 
that he took her by the Hand, and ſaid, Speak, good 
Mot her, be not afraid to ſteak to me, for JI am a Man 
that will hear you with Patience; and will relieve your 
Neceſſities too, if I be able ; and thu I do willingly, and 
therefore, Motner, be not afraid to acquaint me with 
what you defire, After which comfortable Speech he 
again took her by the Hand, made her ſit down by 
him, and underitanding ſhe was of his Pariſh; he told 
her, He would be acquainted*with her, and take her into 
hs Care And having with Patience heard and under- 
ſood her Wants, (and it is ſome Relief for a Poor 
Body to be but heard with Patience) he, like a —=_ 
55 : ian 


It was not many Days before he return'd back to 
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ſtian Clergy-man, comforted her by his meek Bel vi 
our and Counſel; but becauſe that coſt him nothing, 
he reliev'd her with Money too, and ſo ſent her Home 


with a chearful Heart, praifing God, and praying for 


him. Thus worthy and (like David's Bleſſed Man) thus 


lowly, was Mr. George Herbert in his own. Eyes. © 
Act his return that Night to his Wife at Bainton, © 
he gave her an Account of the Paſſages twixt him 


and the poor Woman; with which ſhe was ſo affect- 


ed, that ſhe went next Day to Salisbury, and there: 


bought a pair of Blankets, and ſent them as a Token 
of her Love to the poor Woman; and with them a 


 Meflage, That ſhe would ſee and be acquainted with her, 
when her Houſe was built at Bemerton. 


There be many ſuch Paſſages both of him and his 


Wife, of which ſome few will be related; but I ſhall 


firſt tell, that he haſted to get the Pariſh-Church re- 
pair'd; then to beautify the Chappel (which ſtands 
near his Houſe) and that at his own great Charge. He 
then proceeded to re- build the greateſt part of the 
Parſonage-Houfe, which he did alſo very compleatly, 
and at his own Charge; and having done this good 


Work, he caus'd theſe Verſes to be writ upon, or in- 


graven in the Mantle of the Chimny in bis Hall. 


To my Succeſſor. 


If thou chance for to find 
A new Houſe to thy Mind. 
And built without thy Coſt : 
Be good to the Toor, 
As God gives thee Store, 
And then my Labour's not loſt. 


We will now by the Reader's Favour ſuppoſe him 


fix d at Bemerton, and grant him to have ſeen the 


Church repair'd, and the Chappel belonging to it 


very decently adorn'd, at his own great Charge: 
D E4 =} (which 


Mr. George Herbert. 31 
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( which is a real Truth) And having now fixt him 
thete, I ſhall proceed to-give an account of the reſt of 


* 


his Behaviour to his Pariſhioners, and thoſe many o- 


thers that knew and convers'd with him. 
Doubtleſs Mr. Herbert had conſider'd and given 


Rules to himſelf for his Chriſtian Carriage both to 


_ God and Man before he enter d into Holy Orders. 
And *tis not unlike, bur that he renewed thoſe Reſo- 
lutions at his Proſtration before the Holy Atar, at his 
Induction into the Church of Bemerton; but as yet he 
was but a Deacon, and therefore long'd for the next 
Ember-week that he might be ordained Prieft, and made 
capable of adminiſtring both the Sacraments. At which 
time, the Reverend Doctor Humphrey Hinchman, Lord 
Eiſhop of London (who never mention'd him, but 
with ſome Veneration for the Life and excellent 
Learning of Mr. George Herbert) told me, He laid his 
Hand on Mr. George g Head, and (alas! j wit b- 
in leſs than three Years lent his Shoulder to carry his dear 
Friend to his Grave. | = 

And that Mr. Herbert might the better preſerve 
thoſe Holy Rules which ſuch a Prieſt as he intended 
to be, ought to obſerve ; and that Time might not in- 

lenfibly blot them out of his Memory, but the next 


year ſhew him his Variations from this years Reſo- 


lutions ; he therefore did ſer down his Rules in that 
Order, as the World now ſees them Printed in a lit- 


tle Book, call'd, The Country Parſon, in which ſome of 


his Rules are: 


The Parſons Knowledge. The Parſon arguing. 


The Parſon on Sundays. The Parſon condeſcending. 


The Parſon praying. The Parſon in his Journey. 
The Parſon preaching. The Parſon in his Mirth. 
The Parſons Charity. The Parſon with his Church- 
The Parſon comforting the wardens. (ple. 
Sick, The Parſon bleſſing the . 
| | N 


F 
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Mr. George Herbert. 5 


And his Behaviour toward God and Man, may be 


{aid to be a Practical Comment on theſe, and the 
other holy Rules ſet down in that uſeful Book. A 
Book, ſo full of plain, prudent and uſeful Rules, that, 
that Country Parſon, that can ſpare 12 d. and yet wants 


it, is ſcarce excuſable ; becauſe it will both disect 
him what he ought to do, and convince him for not 
having done it. 


At the Death of Mr. Herbert, this Book fell into 


the Hands of his Friend Mr. Vood not; and he com- 
mended it into the truſty Hands of Mr. Bar. Oly, who 


ubliſn'd it with a moſt conſcientious and excellent 
Preface; from which I have had ſome of thoſe Truth 
that are related in this Life of Mr. Herbert. Th 
Text for his firſt Sermon was taken out of Solomon 
Proverbs, and the Words were, Azep thy heart with all 
diligence, In which firſt Sermon, he gave his Pari- 
ſhioners many neceſſary, holy, ſafe Rules for the diſ- 
charge of a good Conſcience, ' both to God and Man. 


And deliver'd his Sermon after a. more florid man- 


ner, both with great Learning and Eloquence; am 
at the cloſe of his Sermon, told them, That-foould not 
be his conſtant way of Preaching, and that he would mot 


fill their Heads with unneceſſary Notions 5 but that for 


their ſake, his Language and his Expreſſions ſhould be 
more plain and practical in his future Sermons. And he 
then made it his humble Requeſt, That they would be 
conflant in. the Afternoons Service, and Catechiſing: And 
ſhew'd them convincing Reaſons why he defir'd iry 


and his obliging Example and Perſuaſions brought 


them to a willing Conformity to his Deſires. 
The Texts for all his future Sermons (which God 


knows were not many) were conſtamly taken out of 


the Goſpel for the day; and he did as conſtantly de- 
clare why the Church did appoint that Portion of 
Scripture to be that day read: And in what mannes 


the Callect for every Sunday dbes refer to the G, 
| E 5 | QF 
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occaſion to explain, not only the Collect for every par- 
in ticular Sunday, but the Reaſons of all the other Collects 
WM and Reſponſes in our Church-Service ; and made it ap- 
=. Pear to them, that the whole Service of the Church was 
=. 2 reaſonable, and therefore an acceptable Sacrifice to 
God; as namely, that we begin with EY our 
ſelves to be vile, miſerable Sinners: And that we begin 


we are not capable of that Mercy which we acknow- 
er of our Lord begg'd Pardon for thoſe Sins which we 
'clar'd our Abſolution, fo by our publick Confeſſion, 


Then we dare proceed to beg of the Lord, to open our 
Lips, that our Mouths may ſbew forth his Praiſe ; for till 
then we are neither able nor worthy to praile him; 
but this being ſuppos'd, we are then fit to ſay, Glory 
be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghoſt ; 

and fit to proceed to a further Service of our Gd, in 
the Collets, and Palms, and Lauds that follow in the 

Service. 5 | | 

And as to theſe Pſalms and Lauds, he proceeded to 
inform them, why they were ſo often, and ſome of 
them daily repeated in our Church-ſervice : Namely, 
the P/alms every Month, becauſe they be an Hiſtorical 


Compolition of Prayers and Praiſes, as ought to be re- 
*peated often, and publickly, for with ſuch Sacrifices God 
is honoured, and well-pleaſed. This for the Pſalms. 
And for the Hymns and Lands, appointed to be daily 
repeated or ſung after the firſt and ſecond Leſſons are 
read to the Congregation : He proceeded to inform 


them, that it was moſt reaſonable, after they have 


„ heard the Will and Goodneſs of God declar'd or 
| | Hh ; 8 pre ach'd 


or do the Eyiſtle then read to them; and that they 
= might pray with Underſtanding, he did uſually take 


lo, becauſe till we have confeſs'd our ſelves to be ſuch, 
ledge we need, and pray for; but having in the Pray- ' 
have confeſt : And hoping, that as the Prieſt hath de- 


and real Repentance, we have obtain'd that Pardon: 


and thankful Repetition of Mercies paſt; and ſuch a 


Wo” 10 7 


1 


that it was then a ſeaſonable Duty to riſe up and ex- 


preſs their Gratitude to Almighty God for thoſe his 


Mercies to them, and to all Mankind; and then to ſay 


with the bleſſed Virgin, That their Souls do magnify the 


Lord, and that their Spirits do alſo rejoyce-in-God their 


Saviour: And that it was their Duty to rejoyce wien 

Simeon in his Song, and fay with him, Tha#theiv Eyes 
Have alſo ſeen their Salvation; for they have ſeen that 
Salvation which was but propheſied till his Time: 


And he then broke into thofe Expreſſions of Joy that 


he did fee it; but they live to ſee it daily, in the Hi - 
ſtory of it, and therefore ought daily to rejoyce, and 
daily to offer up their Sacrifices of Praiſe to their God 
for that particular Mercy. A Service, which is now © 
the conſtant Employment of that blefſed Virgin and Si- 
xeon, and all thoſe bleſſed Saints that are poſſeſt of 


Heaven; and where they are at this time interchange- 


ably, and conſtantly ſinging, Holy, Holy, Holy: Lord 
God, Glory be to God on high, and on Earth Peace. - 
And he taught them, that to do this was an accept- 
able Service-to God, becauſe the Prophet David lays - 
in his Pſalms, He that praiſeth the. Lord honoureth + 
bim. 25 13 | Y 09] 


He made them a underſtand how happy they be | 


that are freed from the Incumberances of that Law 
which our Fore-fathers groan'd under.;z namely, from 


the Legal Sacrifices, and from the many Ceremonies of 
the Levitical Law; freed from Circumciſion, and ftom 
the ſtrict Obſervation of the Fewifh Sabbath, and the 
like. And he made them know, that having receiv'd d 
fo many and ſo great Bleſſings, by being Born ſince 

the Days of our Saviour, it muſt be an acceptable Sa- 
crifiee to Almighty God, for them to acknowledge 
thoſe Bleſſings, and ſtand up and worſhip, and ſay as 
Zacharias did, Bleſſed be the Lord God of Iſrael, for be 


bath (in our Days} viſited and redeemed his Trotie; and 


(ue 


af | Mr. George Herbert. 35 1 
preachꝰd by the Prieſt in his reading the Two Chapters, 
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Fore-Jathers, and this he hath done, according to bis holy 
Covenant made with hem: And we live to lee and en- 


Joy the Beneßit of ir, in his Birth, in his Life, his Paſ- | 


fon, Refurrect ion, and Aſcenſon into Heaven, where he 


bow firs {eptible of all our Temptations and Infir mi- 


ies; and where he is ai this preſent time making 


1 


interceſſion. for us, to his and our Father; and there- 


_ fore: they ought daily to expreſs theit publick Gratu- 

Jations, and {ay daily with Zacharias, : Bleſſed be that 
Lord God of Iſrae} that hath thus viſited, and thus 
redeemed bis Teople. Theſe were ſome of the Reaſons 


by which Mr. Herbert inſtructed his Congregation for 


the ule of the Pſalms, and the Hymns appointed to be 
daily fung ar ſaid in the Church-Service. | | 
He inform'd them, when the Prieſt did pray only 
for the Congregation, and not for himſelf; and when 
they did only pray for him, as namely, after the Re- 
petition of the Ceed, before he proceeds to pray the 
Lord's Prayer, or any of the appointed Collects, the 
Prieſt is directed to kneel down, and pray for them, 
lay ing Ile Lord be with you, And then they pray 
for him, ſaying, Aud with thy Spirit. And he aſſur'd 
them that when there is ſuch mutual Love, and ſuch 
joynt Prayers offer'd for each other, then the holy 
Angels look down from Heaven, and are ready to 
earry ſuch charitable Deſires to God Almighty; and 
he as ready to receive them; and that a Chriſtian 
Congregation calling thus upon God, with one Heart, 
and one Voice, and in one reverend and humble Po- 


Kure, look as beautitully as Jeruſalem, that is at peace 


with it ſelf. e es 
- He inſtructed them, why the Prayer of our Lord 
was pray'd often in every full Service of the Church; 
namely, at the concluſion of the ſeveral parts of that 
Service; and pray'd then, not only becauſe it was 


(be hath in our days) remembred, and ſhoved that Mare 
£y wbich by the Mouth of the Pugpbets, he promiſed to our 


| but as a perfect Pattern for our lels perfect Farms o 
Prayer, and therefore fitteſt to ſum up and conclude 


ber; and therefore the Year is appointed to be- 


compos d, and commanded by our Jeſus tha mage Ih 

all our imperfect Petitions. ; oy 

He inſtructed them, that as by the ſecond Com- 
mandment we are requir'd not to bow down, or wor- 
ſhip an Idol, or falſe God; ſo by the cantrary Rule, 
we are to bow down and kneel, or ſtand up and wor- 
ſhip the true God. And he inſtructed them, why the 
Church requir'd the Congregation to ſtand up at 
the Repetition of the Creeds; namely, becauſe they 
did thereby declare both their Obedience to the 
Church, and an Aſſent to that Faith into which they 
had been bapt iz d. And he taught them, that in that 
ſhorter Creed, or Doxology ſo often repeated daily ; 


they alſo ſtood up to teſtify their Belief to be, that 
the God that they truſted in was one God, and three Per-. 
ſons, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt ; to whow 


the Prieft gave Glory: And becauſe there had been He. 
reticks that denied ſome of theſe three Perſons to be 
God, therefore the Congregation ſtood up and ho- 
nour'd him, by confeſſing and Laying, 1t was ſo in the 
beginning, is now ſo, and ſball ever be ſo World without 
end. And all gave their Aſſent to this Belief, by 
ſanding up and ſaying, Amen. 

He inſtructed them, what Benefit they had, by the 
Churches appointing the Celebration of Holy-days, 
and the excellent Uſe of them; namely, that they 
were ſet apart for particular Commemorations of 
particular Mercies receiy'd from Almighty God; 
and (as Reverend Mr. Hooker ſays) to be the 
Land- marks to diſtinguiſh Times: For by them 
we are taught to take notice how the Years paſs 
by us; and that we ought not to let the Years paſs. 
without a Celebration of Praiſe for thoſe Mer- 
cies which thoſe Days gave us occaſion to remem- 


Sin 
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Wh, 
gin the 25th Day of March; a Day in which we com- the 


1 memorate the Angel's appearing to the Bleſſed Virgin, an 
i with the joyful Tidings, That ſhe ſhould eynceive and as 
14} bear a Son, that ſhould be the Redeemer of Mankind ; and us 
is ſhe did fo Forty Weeks after this joyful Salvation; wh 
1 namely, our Chriſtmas; a Day in which we commemo- me 
#8 Tate his Birth, with joy and Praiſe; and that eight ] 
i) Days after his happy Birth, we celebrate his Circum- ed 
8 cifion ; namely, in that which we call New-Years Day. ma 
4 And that upon that Day which we call 7welfth-Day,we ' II 
[ commemorate the Manifeſtation of the unſearchable the 
4 Riches of ſeſus to the Gentiles : And that that Day fla 
= we alſo celebrate the Memory of his Goodneſs in fit 
8 ſending a Star to guide the Three Viſe Men from the to 
Eaſt to Bethlem, that they might there wor/hip, and ms 

preſent him with their Oblations of Gold, Frankincenſe; ſhe 

and Myrrh. And he (Mr. Herbert) inſtructed them that wt 

Feſus was Forty Days after his Birth, preſented by his | Ca 

bleſſed Mother in the Temple; namely, on that Day his 

which we call, The Purification of the bled Virgin, Saint Pu 

Mary. And he inſtructed them, that by the Lent-faſt, w3 

we imitate and commemorate our Saviour's Humilia- Oo 

tion in faſting Forty Days; and that we ought to en- E 

deavour to be like him in Purity. And that on Good | toe 

friday we commemorate and condole his Crucifixion. de 

And he taught them, that after Jeſus had manifeſted vi! 

himſelf to his Difciples, to be that Chriſt that was cru- Ct 

cified, dead and Buried; that then by his appearing and fel 
converſing with his Diſciples for the ſpace of Forty or 

Days after his Reſurrection, he then, and not till then, W3 

aſcended into Heaven, in the Sight of his Diſciples ; thx 

namely, on that Day which we call the Aſcenſion, or th 

Holy Thurſday. And that we then celebrate the Per- th 

formance of the Promiſe which he made to his Diſci- 

ples, at or before his Aſcenſion ; namely, that though Pa 

be left them, yet he would ſend them the Holy Ghoſt to be an 

their Comforter and that he did fo on that Day which = 


the 


. Congregation. 
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WIE 
Ty 


. George Herbert 
2 ; I # 39 


* 


. 
+ 


- the Church calls Whit-fundgy—Thus the Chureh keeps 


an Hiſtorical and Circular Commemoration of Times, 


as they paſs by us 3 of ſuch Times as ought to incline 


us to occaſional Praiſes, for the particular Bleflings 


which we do or might receive by thoſe holy Com- 


memorations. s. > 60-18 
He made them know, why the Church hath appoint- 
ed Ember-Weeks; and to know the Reaſon why the Con- 


mandments, Epiſtles, and Goſpels were to be read at the 
Altar or Communion-Table ; why the Prieſt was to pray 


the Litany kneeling z and why to pray ſome Colle&s 
anding : And he gave them many other Obſervations, 


fit for his plain Congregation, but not fit for me now * ® 


to mention; for I muſt ſet Limits to my Pen, and not 
make that a Treatife which I intended to be a much 
ſhorter Account than I have made it; but I have done, 
when I have told the Reader that he was conſtant in 
Catechiſing every Sunday in the Afternoon, and that 


his Catechifing was after his ſecond Leſſon, and in the 


Pulpit, and that he never exceeded his half Hour, and 
was always ſo happy as to have an obedient and a full 
And to this I muſt add, That if he were at any time 
too zealous in his Sermans, it was in reproving the In- 
decencies of the Peoples Behaviour in the time of Di- 
vine Service, and of thole Miniſters that hudled up the 
Church-Prayers, without a vifible Reverence and Af- 


fection; namely, ſuch as ſeemd to ſay the Lord's Prayer 


or a Collect in a Breath; but for himſelf, his Cuſtom 
was to ſtop betwixt every Collect, and give the People 
time to conſider what they had pray'd, and to force 
the ir Defires affectionately to God, before he engag d 
them into new Petitions, | 
And by this Account of his Diligence, to make his 
Pariſhioners underſtand what, and why they pray'd, 
and prais'd and ador'd their Creator, I hope I fhall 
the more eaſily. obtain the Reader's Belief to the 
ps fol- 
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r. Herbert's own Praftice * | 


following Account of | 
which was to appear -gonflantly with his Wife, aud 
three Neeces (the Daughters of a deceaſed Siſter ) 
and his whole Family twice every day at the Church- 


Prayers, in the Chappel which does almoſt joyn to 


his Parſonage-Houſe. And for the time of his ap- 
_ - pearing, it was ſtrictly at the Canonical Hours of 
Ten and Four, and then there he lifted up pure and 
charitable Hands to God in the midſt of the Congre- 
gation. And he would joy to bave ſpent that Time 
in that Place, where the honour of his Mafter Jeſus 
dwelleth; and there, by that inward Devotion which 


he teſtified conſtantly by an humble Behaviour, and 


viſible Adoration, he, like David, brought not only 
his own Houſbold thus to ſerve the Lord; but brought 
moſt of his Pariſhioners, and many Gentlemen in the 
Neighbourhood, conſtantly to make a part of his 
Congregation twice a day; and ſome of the-meaner 
{fort of his Pariſh, did ſo love and reverence Mr. Her- 
bert, that they would let their Plow reſt when Mr. 
Herbert's Saints Bell rung to Prayers, that they might 
allo offer to God with him; and would then return 
back to their Plow. And his moſt holy Life was ſuch, 
that it begot ſuch Reverence to God, and to him, 
that they thought themſelves the happier when 
they carry'd Mr. Herbert's Bleſſing back with them to 


their Labour. Thus powerful was his Reaſon and. 


Example, to perſuade others to a practical Piety and 
Devotion. 5 

And his conſtant publick Prayers did never make 
Bim to neglect his own private Devotions, nor thoſe 


Prayers that he thought himſelf bound to perform 


with his Family, which always were a Set-form, and 
dot long; and he did always conclude them with that 
Collect which the Church hath appointed for the Day 
or Week Thus be made every days Sanctity a. ſtep to- 
wards that Kingdom where Imputity cannot enter. = 

: mn 18 
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e 2 | His chiefeſt Recreation Was Muſick, in which 
n heavenly. Art he was a moſt excellent Maſter, and 
9 did himſelf compoſe many divine Hymns and Anthems, 
h- which he ſet and ſung to his Lute or Viol; and though 
to | he was a Lover of Retiredneſs, yet his love to Mu- 
p- - | fick was ſuch, that he went uſually twice every Week 
of on certain appointed Days, to the Cathedral Church in 
id Salisbury; and at his Return would ſay, That his time 
I ſpent in Prayer, and Cathedral Muſick, elevated his Soul, 
e and was his Heaven upon Earth. But before his return 
= thence to Bemerton he would uſually ſing and play his 
h part, at an appointed private Muſick meeting; and 
d | to jullify this Practice, he would often ſay, Religion 
y does not baniſh Mirth, but only moderates and ſets Rules 
to it. 1 | 
n And as his Deſire to enjoy his Heaven upon Earth, 


N drew him twice every Week to Salisbury, ſo his Walks 
r thither were the Occaſion of many happy Accidents 


to others; of which I will mention ſome few. 

In one of his Walks to Salishury, he avertook a 
t Gentleman that is ſtill living in that City, and in 
, their walk together, Mr. Herbert took a fair Occaſion: 
to talk with him, and humbly beg'd to be excus d, if | 
8 he ask d him ſome Account of his Faith, and laid, = 
ö 
| 
| 


I do this the rather, becauſe though you axe not of my 
Pariſh, yet I receive Tythe from you by the band of your Ie 
nant; and, Sir, I am the holder to do it, becauſe I know 
there be ſome Sermon-heaxers that be like thoſe Fiſbes that 
always live in Salt-Water, and yet are always frelp, _ 
After which Expreſſion, - Mr. Herbert asked him 
ſome needful Queſtions, and having receiv'd his an- 
ſwer, gave him ſuch Rules for the trial of his-Singe- 
rity, and for a practical Piety, and in ſo loving and 
meek a manner, that the Gentleman did fo fall in 
love with him and his Diſcourſe, that he wauld often 
contrive to meet him in his Walk to Salisbury, or to 
attend him back to Bemerton; and ſtill menten the 
| ; ame 


1 af * Ou ATE Io * 2 * 3 44,6 4 * * . 4 ey * 
4 1 3 3 * 5 VET * As * N * N 
1 8 g * 8 IE d I 4 * 5 „ : pp es, 5 
—_— RT: | 4 X 
þ » - + 
N 6 = | — + th © - * 4 
* „er 4 6 , 
; 8 5 at." 
1 * 0 p ? ; 
= ” 2 4 p : 
E. . Ls ** * 
3 * F 4 — 
1 * 7 


Name of Mr. George Herbert with Veneration, and fill 


ä „ 3 
* * * % J dad EET « „ 
K 3} 
WY F IF * ww. wy 
4 ; 163 * 1 
1 Y 9 1 


a 5 


praiſeth God for the Occaſion of knowing him. 

In another of his Salubury Walks he met with a 
Neighbour Miniſter, and-after fome friendly Diſcourſe 
betwixt them, and ſome Condolement for the Wicked- 
\ nels of the Times, and Contempt of the Clergy, Mr. 
Herbert took occation to fay, | | 
One Cure for theſe Diſtempers would be for the Clergy 
themſelves to keep the Ember-Weeks ſtri#ly, and beg of 
their Pariſhioners to joyn with them in Faſting and Prayers 
for a more Religious Clergy, | 

And another Cure would be, for themſelves to reflore 
the great and neglected Duty of Catechiſing, on which the 
Salvation of ſo many of the poor and ignorant Lay-People 
does depend; but principally, that the Clergy themſelves 
would be ſure to live unblamably; and that the dignified 
Clergy eſpecially, which preach Temperance, would avoid 
Surfeiting, and take all Occaſions to expreſs a viſible Hu- 
mility and Charity in their Lives; for this would force a 
Love and an Imitation, and an unfeigned Reverence from 
all that knew them : (And for Proof of this, we need no 
other Teſtimony than the Life and Death of Dr. Lake, 
late Lord Biſhop of Bath and Fells.) This (ſaid Mr. Her- 
bert) would be a Cure for the Wickednefs and growing Athe- 
iſm of our Age. And, my dear Brother, ill ths be done 
by us, and done in earneſt, let no Man expect a Reformati- 
on of the Manners of the Laity : For 'tis not Learning 
but this, this only, that muſt do it; and till then the Faul: 
muſt lye at our Doors. OTE} 

In another Walk to Salisbury, he ſaw a poor Man 
with a poorer Horſe, that was fall'n under his Load; 
they were both in Diſtreſs, and needed preſent Help; 
which Mr. Herbert perceiving, put off his Canonical 
Coat, and helpd the poor Man to unload, and after 
to load his Horſe : The poor Man bleſt him for it: 
and he bleſt the poor Man, and was ſo like the good 
Samaritan, that he gave him Money to refreſh both 
© . himſelf 
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Mr. George. Herbert, 43 
himſelf and his Horſe ; and told him, That if he lov'd 
himſelf, he ſhould be merciful to hs Beaſt —Thus he left 
the poor Man, and at his coming to his muſical Friends 
at Salubury, they began to wonder that Mr. George Her- 
bert, which us'd to be ſo trim and clean, came into 


that Company fo foil'd and diſcompos'd ; but he told 


them the Occaſion, And when one of the Company had 


told him, He had diſparag d himſelf by ſo dirty an En- 


4 rf z his Anſwer was, That the Thought of what 
he had done would prove Muſick to him at Midnight ; and 


that the Omiſſion of it would have upbraided and made Diſ- 


cord in hs Conſcience, whenſoever he ſhould paſs by that 
Placey for if I be bound to pray for all that be in Diſtreſs, 
Jam fure I am bound ſo far as it i in my Power to praiſe 
what I pray for- And though I do not wiſh for the like 
Occaſion every Day, yet let me tell you, I would not wil- 
lingly paſs one Day of my Life without Comforting 22 | 
Soul, or ſhewing Mercy; and I praiſe God for this Occafi- 
on : And now let's tune our Inſtruments. | 
Thus as our bleſſed Saviour after his Reſurrection 


did take occaſion to interpret the Scripture to Cleopas, 
and that other Diſciple which he met with, and ac- 
companied in their Journey to Emmaus So Mr. Herbert, 


in his Path towards Heaven, did daily take any fair Oc- 
caſion to inſtruck the Ignorant, or comfort any that 
were in Affliction; and did always confirm his Pre- 
cepts, by ſne wing Humility and Mercy, and miniſtring 
Grace to the Hearers. — Em 

And he was more happy in his Wife's unforc'd 
Compliance with his Acts of Charity, whom he made 
his Almoner, and paid conſtantly into her Hand a tenth 
Teny of what Money he receiv'd for Tythe, and gave 
her Power to diſpoſe that to the Poor of his Parifh, 
and with it a Power to diſpoſe a Tenth Part of the 
Corn that came yearly into his Barn; which Truſt 
ſhe did moſt faithfully perform, and would often 
offer to him an Account of her Stewardſhip, and as 15 
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beg: an.inlargement of his Bounty, for. ſhe rejoy'd in 


the Employment; and this was uſually laid our by 
her in Blankets and Shoes, for ſome ſuch poor People, 
as ſhe knew to ſtand in moſt need of them. This as 
to her Charity—— And for his-own, he ſet no Limits 


to it; nor did ever turn his Face from any that he 


ſaw in Want, but would relieve them; eſpecially his 
Poor Neighbours ; to the *meaneſt of whoſe Houſes 
He would go and inform himſelf of their Wants, and 


relieve them chearfully if they were in Diſtreſs; and 


would always praiſe God as much for being willing, 
as for being able to do it And when he was ad- 
vis'd by a Friend.to be more frugal, becauſe he might 
Have Children; his Anſwer was, He would not ſee the 
danger of want fo far off; but being the Scriptures do ſo 
commend Charity, as to tell us, that Gharity i the top of 


Cbriſtian Vertues, tbe covering of Sins, the fulfilling of 


the Law, the life of Faith: And that Charity hath a Pro 


miſe of the Bleſing of this Life, and of a Reward inthat Life - 


which is to come; being theſe, and more excellent Things 


are in the Seripture ſpoken of thee, O Charity ; and hat 
being all my Tythes, and Church-dues are a Deodate from 


thee, O my God ! Make me, O my God, ſo far to truſt thy 
Promiſe as to return them back to thee z and by thy Grate 
I will do fo, in diſtributing them to any of thy poor Mem- 
bers that are in Diſtreſs, or do but bear the Image of 
Jeſus my Maſter. Sir (ſaid he to his Friend) my Wife 
bath a competent Maintenance ſecur d her after my Death, 
and therefore as this is my Prayer, ſo this my Reſolution 
ſpall by God's Grace be unalterable. 

This may be ſome Account of the Excellencies of 
the active part of his Life; and thus he continued, 
till a Conſumption ſo weakned him, as to confine him 
to bis Houſe, or to the Chappel, which does almoſt 
joyn to it; in which he continued to read Prayers 
conſtantly twice every Day, though he were very 
weak; in one of which times of his reading, his Wife 
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Mr. George Herbert. 47 
obſerv'd him to read in Pain, and told him ſo, and 
that it waſted his Spirits, and weakned him: And he 
confeſs'd it, but ſaid, His Life could not be better ſpent 
than in the Service of his Maſter Jeſus, who had done and 


ſuffered ſo mch for him. But, ſaid he, I will not be wil. 


ful, for though my Spirit be willing, yet my Fleſh is weak; 
and therefore Mr. Boſtock ſhall be appointed to read Pray 


ers for me to Morrow, and I will now te only a Hearer of 


them, till this Mortal ſball put on Immortality. And Mr. 
Boſtock did the next Day undertake and continue this 
happy Employment till Mr. Herbert's Death — This 
Mr. Boftock was a learned and vertuous Man, an old 
Friend of Mr. Herbert's, and then his Curate to the 
Church of Fulſton, which is a Mile from Bemerton, to 
el of Eaſe — And 
this Mr. Boſtock did allo conſtantly ſupply the Church- 
Service for Mr. Herbert in that Chappel, when the Mu- 
{ick-meeting at Salisbury caus'd his Abſence from it, 
About one Month before his Death, his Friend 
Mt. Farrer (for an Account of whom Jam by Promiſe 
indebred to the Reader, and intend to make him fud- 
den Payment) hearing of Mr. Herbert's Sickneſs, ſent 
Mr. Edmund Duncon (who is now Rector of Fryer Bar- 
net in the County of Madlefex ) from his Houſe of 
Gidden-hall, which is near to Huntington, to ſee 
Mr. Herbert, and to aſſure him he wanted not his 
daily Prayers for his Recovery; and Mr. Duncon 
was to return back to Gidden, with an Account of 
Mr. Herbert's Condition. Mr. Duncon found nim weak, - 
and at that time lying on his Bed, or on a Pallet; 
but at his ſeeing Mr. Duncon, he rais'd himſelf vi- 
gorouſly, ſaluted him, and with ſome earnefinefs in- 
quir'd the Health of his Brother Farref, of which 
Mr. Duncon ſatisfied him; and after fome Diſcourſe 


of Mr. Farrer's holy Life, and the manner of his con- 


ſtant ſerving God, he {aid to Mr. Duncon—Sir, I ſee 


with 
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| with ne; which being granted, Mr. Duncon ask'd him, 
What Prayers? To which Mr. Herbert's Anſwer was, 
O Sir, the Prayers of my Mother the Church of England, 
u other Prayers are equal to them; but at thu time I beg 


of you to pray only the Litany, for I am weak and faint ; 
and Mr, Duncon did ſo. After which, and ſome other 


Diſcourſe of Mr. Farrer, Mrs. Herbert provided Mr. 


Duncon a plain Supper, and a clean Lodging, and he 


betook himſelf to rett—This My. Duncon tells me; and 
tells me, that at his firſt View of Mr. Herbert, he ſaw 


Majeſty and Humility fo reconcil'd in his Looks and Be- 
our, as begot in him an awful Reverence for his 
Perſon; and ſays, his Diſcourſe was ſo pious, and his 
Motion ſo gentle and meek, that after almoit Forty 
Years, yet they remain ſtill freſh in his Memory. 


The next Morning Mr. Duncon left him, and betook 


himſelf to a Journey to Bath, but with a Promiſe to 
return back to him within Five Days, and he- did ſo ; 


but before J ſhall lay any thing of what Diſcourſe then 


fell betwixt them two. wi romis'd Account 
„ Iwill pay my p ACC 
Mr. Nicholas Farrer, (who got the Reputation of be- 
mg call'd Saint Nicholas at the Age of Six Years) was 
15 rn in London, and doubtleſs had good Education in 
Fel Youth, but certainly was at an early Age made 
45 =o of Clare-Hall in Cambridge, where he continu'd 
* ar for his Piety, Temperance, and Learning. 
himſelf e Iwenty Sixth Year of his Age he betook 
and Gs yy Travel, in which he added to his Latin 
rok Yee a perfect Knowledge of all the Languages 
r en in the Weſtern Parts of our Chriſtian World, 
= 3 3 well the Principles of their Religion, 
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turn'd from his, Travels as. he went, eminent for his 
Obedience to his Mother the Church of England. In 
his Abſence from England, Mr. Farrer's Father, (who 
was 2 Merchant) allow'd him a liberal Maintenance 
and not long after his return into England, Mr. Farrer 
had by the Death of his Father, or an elder Brother, 
an Eſtate left him, that enabled him to purchaſe Land 
to the Value of Four or Five Hundred Pound a Lear; 
the greateſt part of which Land was at Little Gidden, 
Four or Six Miles from Huntington, and about Eigh- 
teen from Cambridge : Which Place he choſe for the 
Privacy of it, and for the Hall, which had the Pariſh- 
Church or Chappel belonging, and adjoyneth near to 
it; for Mr. Farrer having ſeen the Manners and Vani- 
ties of the World, and found them to be, as Mr. Her- 
bert lays, A Nothing betwixt Two Diſhes, did ſo contemn 
it, that he refolv'd to ſpend the Remainder of his Life 
in Mortifications, and in Devotion and Charity, and 
to be always prepar'd for Death—And his Life was 
ſpent thus, | 

He and his Family, which were like a little College, 
and about Thirty in Number, did moſt of them keep 
Lent, and all Ember-Weeks itrictly, both in Faſting and 
uſing all thoſe Prayers that the Church hath-appointed 
to be then uſed ; and he and they did the like on Fri- 
days, and on the Vigils or Eves appointed to be faſted 
before the Saints-Days ; and this Frugality and Abſti- 
nence turn'd to the Relief of the Poor ; but this was 
but a part of his Charity, none but God and he knew 
the reſt. 

The Family, which I have ſaid to be in Number 
about Thirty, were a part of them his Kindred, and 
the reſt choſen to be of a Temper fit to be moulded 
into a devour Life; and all of them were for their 
Diſpoſitions ſerviceable and quiet, and humble, and free 


From Scandal Having thus fitted himſelf for his Fa- 


mily, he did about the Year 1630. betake himſelf to 
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2 conſtam and methodical Service of God: and it 


was in this manner He being accompanied with 


moſt of his Family, he did himſelf uſe to read the 
Common-Prayers ( for he was a Deacon) every Day, 


at the appointed Hours of Ten and Four, in the Pa- 
' riſh-Church- which was very near his Houſe, and 
which he had both repair'd and adorn'd; for it was 


fall'n into a great Ruin by reaſon of a Depopulation 


of the Village before Mr. Farrer bought the Man- 


nor: And he did alfo conſtantly read the Mattins 
every Morning at the Hour of Six, either in the 
Church or in an Oratory, which was within his own 
Houfe; and many of the Family did there continue 
with him after the Prayers were ended, and there 
they ſpent ſome Hours in ſinging of Hymns, or An- 


_ zhems, ſometimes in the Church, and ſometimes to an 


Organ in the Oratory. And there they ſometimes 
betook themſelves to meditate, or to pray privately, 
or to read a part of the New Teſtament to them- 
ſelves, or to continue their praying or reading the 
Plalms ; and in caſe the Pſalms were not all always 
read in the day, then Mr. Farrer, and others of the 
Congrezation, did at Night, at the ring of a Watch- 
bell repair to the Church or Oratory, 2nd there be- 
rake themſelves to Prayers, and lauding God, and 
reading the Pſalms that had not been read in the 


Day: And when theſe, or any part of the Congrega- 


tion grew weary, or faint, the Watch-bell was rung, 


ſometimes before, and ſometimes after Midnigbt; 


and then another part of the Family roſe, and main- 
tain'd the Watch, ſomerimes by praying, or finging 
Lauds to God, or reading the Plalms; and when after 
tome Hours they alſo grew weary, or faint, then they 


rung the Watch-bell, and were alſo reliev'd by ſome of 


the former, or by a new part of the Society, which con- 
tinued their Devotions (as hath been mentioned) until 
Horning And it is to be noted, that in this 
| con- 
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continued ſerving of God, the Pſalter or whole Book 
of Pfalms was in every four and twenty Hours ſung or 
read over, from the firſt to the laſt Veiſe ; and this 
done as conſtantly, as the Sun runs his Circle e- 
very day about the World, and then beg ins agaiu the 
ſame Inſtant that it ended, Rob 

Thus did Mr. Farrer, and his happy Family, ſerve 
God day and night: Thus did they always behave 
themſelves, as in his Preſence, And they did al- 
ways eat and drink by the ſtrict Rules of Tempe- 
rance ; eat and drink, ſo as to be ready to rife at 
Midnight, or at the call of a Watch-Bell, and per- 
form their Devotions to God, And ttis fit to tell 
the Reader, that many of the Clergy, that were 


more-inclin'd to Practical Piety and Devotion, than ta 


doubtful and needleſs ' Diſputations, did often come 
to Gidden Hall, and make themſelves a part of that 
happy Society, and ſtay a Week or, more, and then 
joyn with Mr, Farrer and the Family in theſe De- 
vot ions, and aſſiſt and eaſe him or them, in their 
Watch by Night, and theſe various Devotions had 
never leſs than two of the Domeſtick Family in the 
night ; and the Watch was always kept in the Church 


or Oratory, unleſs in extream Winter- nights, and 


then it was maintain'd in a Parlor, which had a Fire 
in it; and the Parlor was fitted for that purpoſe : And 
this courſe of Piety, and great Liberality to his poor 


"| Neighbours, Mr. Farrer maintain'd till his Death, 


which was in the Year 1639. 

Mr. Farrer's, and Mr. Herbert's devout Lives were 
both ſo noted, that the general Report of their San- 
ctity gave them occaſion to renew that flight Ac- 
quaintance which was begun at their being Contem- 
poraries in Cambridge, and this new holy Friendſhip 
was long maintain'd without any Interview, but on- 
ily by loving and endearing Letters. And one Te- 
itzmony of their Friendſhip, you pious Deſigus, may 


ape 


Mr. George Herbert. * 40 
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appear by Mr. Farrer's commending the Conſiderati- 
ons of ohn Valdeſſo (a Book which he had met with 
in his Travels, and trantlated out of Spaniſh into En- 
%) to be examin'd and cenfur'd by Mr. Herbert be- 
ore it was made public; which excellent Book 


Mr. Herbert did read, and return back with many 


marginal Notes, as they be now Printed with it; 
and with them Mr. Herbert's affectionate Letter to 
Mr. Farrer. 5 M | 

This John Valdeſſo was a Spaniard, and was for his 
Learning and Vertue, much valued and lov'd by the 
seat Emperor Charles the Fifth, whom Valdeſſo had 
followed as 2 Cavalier all the time of his long and 


dangerous Wars; and when Valdeſſo grew old, and 


3 weary both of War and the World, he took his 


air opportunity to declare to the Emperor, that his 


' Reſolution was to decline his 'Majeſly's Service, and 
betake himſelf to a quiet and contemplative Life, 
becauſe there ought to be a Vacancy of Time, betwixt fg hi- 


ine and dying. The Emperor had himſelf, for the 
fame, or other Reaſons, put on the ſame Reſolutions: 


But God and himſelf did, till then, only know them; 
and he did for thoſe, or other Reaſons, de ſire Valdeſſo 
to conſider well of what he had ſaid, and to keep his 
Purpoſe within his own Breaſt, till they two might 
have another like opportunity of a friendly Diſcouiſe; 
which Valdefſ# promis'd to do. 5 

In the mean time, the Emperor appoints pri vate- 


ly a day for him and Laldeſſo to meet again, and af- 


ter a pious and free Diſcourſe, they both agreed on 
4 certain day to receive the bleſſed Sacrament pub- 


Iickly, and appointed an eloquent and devout Fryar, 


te Preach a Sermon of Contempt of the World, and of 
the Happinels and Benefit of a quiet and contempla- 
tive Life; which the Fryar did molt affectionately. 
After which Sermon the Emperor took occaſion to 
declare openly, That the Preacher had begot in _ 
* | eſo- 
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Mr. George Herbert. GL 
Reſolution to lay down his Dignities, and to for ſake the 
World, and betake himſelf to a Monaſtjcal Life. And he 

retended, he had perſwaded John Faldeſſo to do the 
like; but this is moſt certain, that after the Emperor 
had called his Son Philip out of England, and reſign'd 
to him all his Kingdoms, that then the Emperor and 
John Valdeſſo, did pei form their Reſolutions, = | 

This account of Fobn Valdeſſo, I received from a 


Friend, that had it from the mouth of Mr. Farrer - 


And the Reader may note, that in this Retirement, 
John Valdeſſo writ his Hundred and ten Conſide ra- 
tions, and many other Treatiſes of Worth, Which 
* a ſecond Mr. Farrer to procure and tranilate 
em. — 

After this account of Mr. Farrer, and ohn Valdeſſo, 

I proceed to my account of Mr. Herbert, and Mr. 
Duncon, who according to his Promiſe, return'd 
from the Bath the 5th day, and then found Mr. Her- 
bert much . weaker than he left him; and therefore 
their Diſcourſe could not be long; but at Mr. Dun- 
con's prey wita him, Mr. Herbert [poke to this 
purpole—Sir, I pray give my brother Farrer an account 
of the decaying Condition of my Body, and tell him, I beg 
him to continue his daily Prayers for me; and let him know 
that I have conſider d, That God only is what he would 
be; aud that I am by his Grace become now ſo like him, 
as to be pleas'd with what pleaſeth him, amd tell him, that 
I do not revine but am fleas'd with my want of Health; 
and tell. him, my Heart is fixed on that Place where true 
Joy is only to be found; and that I long to be there, and 
do wait for my appointed Change with Hope and Pati- 
ence. Having ſaid this, he did with ſo ſweet a Hu- 
mility as ſeem'd to exalt him, bow down to Mr. Dun- 
con, and with a thoughtful and contented look ſay to 
him, Sir, I pray deliver this little Book to my dear Bro- 
ther Farrer, and tell him, he ſhall find in it a Picture of 
the many ſpiritual Conflicts _ have paſt betwixt — 
3 , a . 
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52 The LIFE of 
and my Soul, before I could fubje# mine to the Will of 


Jeſus my Maſter; in whoſe Service I have now found 
gerfet Freedom; deſire him to read it : And then, if be 
can think it may turn to the advantage of any dejected poor 
Soul, let it be made publick ; if not, let him burnit : For 

than the leaſt-of God's Mercies. 
Thus meanly did this humble Man think of this ex- 
cellent Book, which now bears the Name of The 


TEMPLE: Or, Sacred Poems, and Private Eja- 


eulations ; of which Mr. Farrer would fay, There was 
in it the Picture of a Divine Soul in every Page; and 
that the whole Book was ſuch an Harmony of Holy Paſ- 
fions, as would enrich the World with Pleaſure and Piety. 
And it appears to have done ſo; for there have been 
more than'twenty Thouſand of them ſold fince the 
firſt Impreſſion. 

And this ought to be noted, that when Mr. Farrer 
ſem this Book to Cambridge to be licenſed for the Preſs, 
the Vice-Chancellor would by no means allow the two 
ſo much noted Verſes, ' 


Religion ſtands a 7. ip-toe in our Land, 
Keady to paſs to the American Strand. 


to be printed; and Mr, Farrer would by no means 


aliow the Book to be printed, and want them: Bur 


after ſome time, and ſome Arguments, for and againſt 
their being made publick, the Vice-Chancellor ſaid, J 


knew Ms. Herbert well, and know that he had many 


heavenly Speculations, and was a Divine Poet ; but I bope 
the World will not take him to be an inſpired Prophet, 


and therefore I Licenſe the whole Book : So that it came 
to be priiited, without the Diminution or Addition of. 


a Syllable, fince it was deliver'd into the Hands of Mr. 


excellent Preiace that is printed before it. 


At 


Duncon, lave only, that Mr. Farrer hath added that 
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At the time of Mr. Duncon's leaving Mr. Herbert, 
which was about three Weeks before his death, his 
old and dear Friend Mr. Vooduot, came from Lon- 
don to Bemerton, and never left him, till he had ſeen 
him draw his liſt Breath, and clos'd his Eyes on his 


Death-bed. In this time of his Decay, he was of- 5 
ten viſited and pray'd for by all the Clergy that 


liv'd near to him, eſpecially by his Friends the Bi- 
ſhop and Prebends of the Cathedral Church in Sa- 
lichury ; but by none more devoutly than his Wife, 
his three Nieces (then a part of his Family) and 
Mr. Woodngt, who were the ſad Witneſſes of his 
daily Decay; to whom he would often ſpeak to tnis 
purpoſe, I now 199k back upon the Pleaſures of my Life 
paſt, and ſee the Content I have taken in Beauty, in Wit, 
in Muſick, and pleaſant Converſation, are now all paſt by 
me, like a Dream, or as a Shadow that returns not, and 
are now all become dead to me, or I to them; and I fee 
that as my Father and Generation hath done before me, ſo 
T alſo ſhall now ſuddenly (with Job) make my Bed alſo 


in the Dirk; and I praiſe God I am prepcred for it; 


and I praiſe him, that I am not to lenrn Patience, now I 
fand in fuch need of it; and that I have practiſed Morts- 
fication, and endeavour'd to die daily, that I might not die 
eternally; and my Wye wu, that I ſhall fbortly-leave this 
Valley of Tears, and be free from al! Fevers and Pain 
and which will be a more happy Condition, TI ſhall be free 
from Sin, and all the Temptations and Anxieties that at- 


tend it; and this being paſt, I hall dwell in the new je- 


ruſalem, dwe'l there with Alen made perfect, del! 
where theſe Eyes ſhall ſee my Maſter and Saviour ſelus; 
and with him ſee my dear Mother, and all my Relations 
and Friends. Bus 1 muſt die, or not come to that happy 
Place: And this w my Content, that I am going daily to- 
wards it, and that every day which I hace liv'd hath taken 
a part of my appointed Time from me; and that 1 fo:1l] 
live the leſs Time far having lio'd thu, and the day paſs 
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Theſe, and the like Expreſſions, which he utter'd 


often, may be laid to be his Enjoyment of Heaven, be- 
fore tie enjoy'd it. The Sunday before his D-ath, he 
role {uddenly from his Bed or Couch, call'd for one 
of his Inſtruments, took it into his Hand, and ſaid, 


My God, my God, 


My Muſick ſpall find Thee, 
And every String 
Shall have bis Attribute to fing © 


And having tun'd it, he play'd.and ſung +. 


The Sundays of Man's Life. 
Thredded together on Time's String, 
Make Bracelets, to adorn the V. 2 
Of the eternal gloriow King; 
On Sundays, Heaven's Door ſtands ope; 
Bleſſings are plentiful and rife ; 

More plentiful than Hope. 


Thus he ſung on Earth ſuch Hymns and Anthems, 


as the Angels and He, and Mr, Farrer now ſing in 
Heaven. 
Thus he continued meditating and praying, and 


rejoycing till the Day of his Death ; and on that Day 
faid to Mr. Woodnot, My dear Friend, 1 am ſorry I have no- 


thing to preſent to my merciful God but Sin and Miſery; but 


the firſt wadorn'd; and a few Hours will now put a Period 


zo the latter; for I ſhall ſuddenly. go hence and be no 
more leen. Upon which Expreſſion, Mr. Voodnot 
took Occaſion to remember him of the Re-edifying 
Layton Church, and bis many Acts of Mercy; to 
which he made Anſwer, ſaying, They be good Works, 
if they be ſprinkled with the Blood of Chriſt, and not ot her- 
wiſe, After this Diſcourſe he became more retileſs, 


3nd his Soul ſeem'd to be weary of her earthly Ta- 
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Mr. George. Herbert. „ 
bernacle; and this Uneaſineſs became ſo viſible, that 
his Wife, his three Nieces, and Mr. Voodnot, ſtood 
conftantly about his Bed, beholding him with Sor- 
row, and an Unwillingneſs to loſe the Sight of him 
whom they could not hope to ſee much longer — As 
they ſtood thus beholding him, his Wife obſerv'd 
him to breath faintly, and with much trouble, and 
obſerv'd him to fall into a ſudden Agony; which ſo 
ſurpriz d her, that ſhe fell into a ſudden Paſſion, and 
requir d of him to know, How he did? To which his 
Anſwer was, That he had paſt a Conflict with hu laſt 
Enemy, and had overcome him by the Merits of his Ma- 
ſter ſlus After which Anſwer he look'd up, and 
ſaw his Wife and Nieces weeping to an Extremity, 
and charg'd them, If they: lov'd him to withdraw into 
the next Room, and there pray every one alone for him 3 
for nothing but their Lamentations could make hu Death 
wncomfortatle, To which Requeſt their. Sighs and 
Tears would not ſuffer them to make any Reply : 
But they yielded him a ſad Obedience, leaving only 
with him Mr. Voodnot, and Mr. Boftock. Immediate- 
ly after they had left him, he ſaid to Mr. Boflock, Pray 
Sir, open that Door, then look into that Cabinet, in which 
you may ealily find my laſt Will, and give it into my 
hand; which being done, he deliver'd it into the 
Hand of Mr. Voodnot, and ſaid,” My old Friend, I here 
deliver you my laſt Will, in which you will find that T have 
made you my ſole Executor for the good of my Wife and 
Nieces; and I deſire vou to. ſhew kindneſs to them, as 
they ſhall need it; I do not deſire you to be Juſt, for I 
know you will be ſo for your own ſake : But I charge 
you, by the Religion of our Friendſhip, to be caveful of 
them. And having obtain'd Mr. Voodnot's Promiſe 
to be ſo; he ſaid, I am now ready to die: After which 
Words he ſaid, Lord forſake me not now my Strength 
faileth nie- But grant me Mercy, for the Merits of my 


Jeſus; and now Lord, Lord now receive my Soul. ARS 
| | wit 


| 
| 
| 
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with thoſe Words breath'd forth his Divine Soul, 
without any apparent Ditturbance : 
and Mr. Boftock attending his laſt Breath, and clofing 
his Eyes. | 's 
Thus heliv'd, and thus he dy'd, like a Saint unſpot- 
ted of the World, full of Alms deeds, full of Humili- 
ty, and all the Examples of a veituous Life; which I 
cannot couclude better than with this borrowed Ob- 
{ervation ; | | | 


— All muſt to their cold Graves; 
uc the Religious Act ons of the quſt, 
Smell ſweet in Death, and bloſſom in the Duſt. 


Mr. George Herbert's have done ſo to this, and will 
doubtleſs do fo to ſucceeding Generations. I 
have but this to ſay more ot him: 
Melvin died before him, then George Herbert died 
without an Enemy 
| 3 ) that I may be ſo happy as to die like 

im. | 
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* ] Here is a Debt juſtly due to the Memory of Mr. Her- 


bert's vertuous Wife; a part of which I will endea- 
vour to pay, by a very ſhort Account of the Remainder of 
her Life, which ſhall follow. | 
She continued hu diſconſolate Widow about Six Tears, 
bemoaning her ſelf, and complaining, That ſne had loſt 
the delight of her Eyes; but more, that ſhe had loſt 
the Spiritual Guide for her poor Soul; and would 
often ſay, O that I had, like holy Mary, the Mother 
of Jelus, treaſur'd up all his Sayings in my Heart: 


Bur fince I have not been able to do that, I will 
labour to live like him, that where he now is I may 


be alſo. And ſbe would often ſay, (as the Prophet Da- 
vid for hs Son Abſolon ) O that I had dy'd for him 
Thus ſhe continued Mourning, till Time and Converſation 
had fo moderated her Sorrows, that ſhe became the happy 
Wife of Sir Robert Cook of Highnam in the County of 
Gloceſter, Anight And though he put a high Value on 
the excellent Accomplifſhment of her Mind and Body; and 
was ſo like Mr. Herbert, as not to govern like a Maſter, 
but as an affetionate Husband ; yet ſhe would even to him 
often take Occaſion to mention the Name of Mr. George 
Herbert, and ſay, That Name muſt live in her Memo- 
Ty, till the put off Mortality By Sir Robert ſhe had 
one only Child, a Daughter, whoſe Parts and plentiful 
Eſtate make her happy in this World, and her well uſing of 
them gives a fair Teſtimony, that ſbe will be ſo in that 
which is to come, | 

Mrs. Herbert was the Wife of Sir Robert Eight 
Tears, and liv'd hs Widow about Fifteen; all which = 
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fhe took a Pleafure in mentioning and commending the E- 


cellencies of Mr. George Herbert. She died in the Teav 
1663. and lies buried at Highnam; Mr. Herbert in his 


own Church, under the Altar, and covered with a Grave- 


ftone without any. Inſcription, ; 
This Lady Cook, had preſerv'd many of Mr. Herbert's 
wo Writings, which ſhe intended to make Publick ; 


they, and Highnam Houſe bere burnt together, by 


ths late Rebels, and ſa loſt to Poſterity. 


Iſaac Walton. 
0 11 59 
— — — ͥ — 5 | p —y— > ERS — — 


Hitch 
Pra 
Select 
new |] 
Ufe, 
in Or 
An 
ſhew1 
Conv; 
to be 
neceſſ 
convi 


Enlary 
'The 
delive 
cheif 
Sermo 
Paul, 
the H 
Nature 
for Si 
from 
Vicar 


ll. 


— — * * —— — 


BOOKS Printed for John Wyat, 
at the Roſe in Str. Paul's Churchs 
Tard. | | 


A Practical Treatife of the Regulation of the Paſ- 
| ſions. By Francs Bragge, B. D. Vicar of 
Hitching, and Prebendary of Lincoln. * 

Practical Diſcourſes on feveral Subjects: Being ſome 
Select Homil ies of the Church of England, put into a 
new Method and modern Style; and fitted to common 
Uſe. In 2 Vol. By Peter Nourſe, D. D. Chaplain 
in Ordinary to Her Majeſty. 

An Effay on Iuſpiration, in two Parts, The firſt, 
ſhewing what Proofs are neceſſary for a Prophet's own 
Conviction z by which he may certainly know himſelf 
to be Inſpired. The ſecond, ſhewing what Proofs are 
neceſſary for him to produce, in order to ſatisfy and 
convince the World of the Reality of his Inſpiration, 
By Benjamin Bayly, M. A. Rector of St. James in Bri- 
ſtol. The ſecond Edition, very much Corrected and 
Enlarged. a | 

The Wiſdom of God in the Redemption of Man, as 
delivered in Holy Scripture; Vindicated from the 
cheif Objection; of our Modern Infidels. In eight 
Sermons, preached in the Cathedral Church of St. 
Paul, in the Year 1708, at the Lecture Founded by 
the Honourable Robert Boyle, Elq; In which the true 
Nature and Neceſſity of Attonement and Satisfaction 
for Sins, are at large explain'd and prov'd, both 
from Scripture and Realon. By Fohn Turner, D. D. 

Vicar of Greenwich. 4 
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Book, Printed for J. Wyat, &c. | 
A Cathetical Courſe of Sermons for the whole 


Tear; being an Explanation of the Church Cate- 
chiſm; in fifty two diſtin Diſcourſes on ſo many 
ſeveral Texts of Scripture: Wherein are briefly 
contained, the moſt neceſſary Points of Chriſtian 
Doctrine. Recommended eſpecially for the Uſe of 


Families. In 2 Vol. By Peter Newcome, M. A. Vi- 


car of Aldenham in Hertfordſbire. The ſecond Edition 
Revie wd. E592 
Family Devotions for Sunday Evenings. In 4 Vol. 


Each containing thirteen Practical Diſcourſes z3 with 
fuirable Prayers for the four Quarters of the Year. 


By Theophilw 1 Rector of Vittreſbam in Kent. 
The third Edition, Reviſed. 8 

A [waſive to. a ſerious Preparation for Death 
and judgment Containing ſeveral Confidecations 
in order thereto, Being a Supplement to the Chri- 
ſtian Monitor; ſuited to all Capacities, and defign'd 


as an help to the Reformation of Manners, The 


ſecond Edition 
A Practical Expoſition of the Catechiſm of the 


Church of England, in thirty Lectures. Purſuant to 


the Deſign of the late Reverend Dr. Busty. By Ben- 


Jamin Farrow, Rector of Coningſbolme in Lincoluſbire. 

An Ordinary Day well fpent ; together with a 
Sabbath Day kept holy; by a double Decad of Directi- 
ons, proper for the Young and Ignarant, to reduce 
them to, and ſecure them in a Vertuous Courſe of Life. 
The third Edition. 

A Diſcoutſe of Baptiſma] and Spiritual Regenerati- 
on. The ſecond Edition. | 


E x 


